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Foreword 


This is a book about how p(‘oplo become patients. It is akso a 
book about hou tlu x aiay get over Ixaug patients-aud even 
l]o\v thc‘V can k(’t'j) iifuri becortjirie paticaits again or at all. A 
wise' man oncc' said that if Ponce de L(‘on had stopped running 
around the world in scvueli of \outh lie might hav(‘ found it in 
himself. Tliat is th<‘ place to look for lu^alth, too. 

lib less does not transform a human bc'ing into something less. 
Tlic' yiatient doc*s not become a eardiact or a fracture, an ulcc'v or a 
psychopath. He remains as much a pcTson as his hcailthy brother 
—more so, if anything. The Romans, masters at juggling words 
into immortal combinations, becpuartlied to ns an ideal of vigor 
and good living in the pian erb, “a sound mind in a sound boch 
Psychosomatie mediciiH' is a projec'tiun of this truism into 
actual prac^tice. It dcaivc’s its name from “psyche,” which has 
becai translated as mind or spirit or .soul, but which actually 
includes all of thcan, and “soma," whieli means bod\’. Hardly 
anyone needs to bc‘ told that in this world mind and body are 
inseparable. But we do not alwarys act as if wc knc‘\v that, 
whether wc are patients or pliysiciaiis. 

It is obvious that when a man is w^ell, he is well in mind and 
body. When lie is sick, he is more than likely to be sick in mind and 
body, too. The physician expcrienc'cd in tlie psychosomatic ap¬ 
proach, therefore, sets out to treat patients as complete luiman 
beangs. 

“Psychosomatic” is a relatively new term to professionals and 
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W(‘ arc' not ourselves 

WIkti natiiie, hein^j; o])])rc*ssd, eomrnajids tlie mind 
To sillier witli the body. 

Shakespeake, Kiim Lear, Act II, Scene 4 



[ CHAPTER I ] 


The Child You Were 


§1 

Mem OR IKS of chilclhoofl crop out at the* oddest rnoirients. At 
least thc)^ seem the oddest moments wlu'n tlu^y occur, althonc;!! 
on anaKsis the chain of canst' and cifeet may be quite obvious, 
llic'se flashbac'ks to lJu' past often ap])c‘ar tu ])e siinj;nlaiiy inq^res- 
sive. and so they slmiild, for tht'\ and the memories which arc 
buried beyond wilful rc'C'al] liavt' left tnu'cs which arc' tlie founda¬ 
tions of health and of ilinc'ss. 'AMiat put that into ni)- mind?' we 
often wondcT as the long-foi gotten incidc'ut forces itself into eon- 
scionsiUAss. Sometinucs thc‘ reason is part of ;m illnc'Ss, 

Paticaice and skill will oftcai dredge to tlie surface some (if tlie 
bnric'd memories, and in th(‘ treatmc'ut of diseasi' throngli psycho¬ 
somatic teciinicpies. the dredging process is invalual)lc\ This has 
h('(m rc'cognized evea* since Freud notc'd that tlie neurotic suOfTS 
I mm reminiscenses. Such suffering is a part of many a disease, and 
a real understanding of the reminiscence is essential to treatmcait, 
no matter how far back it must bc‘ traced. 

The creation of a sound mind begins at the same time' as the 
creation of a sound body. Of course tlierc are hereditary factors 
whicli go back perhaps as far as mankind, lint th<\sc' are a little 
outside our scope. Almost from the' inonKait of conception, and in 
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AUND AND body: Pstjchos(miatic Medicine 

a \va\' t'vcMi betoie that, the factors in which psyt'liosomatic medi¬ 
cine has a special interest are present. 

As yet no unc‘ know s \ cry Tiinch about* tlie efFcct upon the (dhld 
of tlie mother's mental and emotional experic'nces during pr(‘g- 
nancy. 'rlna'C’ use d to be an imposing volume of legend wliicl) 
attrihiitcxl to these.’ experienct's all sorts of peculiaritit*s. from fear 
of mice to musical \ijtuosity. Exaggeration caused a healthy r(‘- 
aetiou, f)ut we are swinging back now to a realization tliat ther(‘ 
is sncli a tiling as prenatal inllutmce and we must set ourselves the 
task of fiuding out what it is. 

Isnough is known ij(.>\v to prove tliat both [iliysical and mental 
eharaeUa istic's depend to sonu* d(‘eree- upon (‘Xpcaieuec'S in th(‘ 
prenatal period. For histanee., tlie canhrvo is sensitive to sound. 
Loud, lUH'xpected noises cause tlie uuhoni heart to b(*at faster, 
and it is even possible to set up a conditioned reflex basc'd on a 
particular kind of; racka^l. lu'pealed disturba.nces of this kind use 
up energy wiiieli might go into building bod)' and nerv(‘ tissiux 

There is also good reason to lielieve lint if (lie mother is suh- 
jt'ct(*d to sc'vere emotional strain during ]}rf‘gnancy; it may liavc' 
an c^ffect upon the un1)oni eliiid. Ihis may b(‘ in part because of a 
chang(’ of nourisluneiit due to eluanical reaction; it may be in the 
transmission of more subtle infineuec's b(“Uve(m mother and child. 

Ho\ve\’er, peudiug a good deal more reseaich in the whoh* field 
of humau reju'oduetiou, we niay take? it that liirth is wdiere a he- 
giimiug should lie made* in building a sound mind and sound body. 
We may assume tliat the basic mat ( rial has emerged from t he 
vicissitude’s of heredity and pregnancy. 

The liuman infant is a singularly helpless creature. In our civili¬ 
zation, he is confrontf d from Inrth with problems wdiich neither 
his parents nor anyone else has been able to solve satisfactorily. 

First of all comes adjustment to the strange universe around 
him. Because adults find it a very restricted universe, parents 
easily fall into the error of thinking it must seem the same to a baby 
whose reactions are, to say the least, primitive. Y(.^t from the 
child's earliest moments he has a depth and degree of sensitivity 
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The Child You Were 

wliit'h .should not he ovnliK^ked muix^ly because powers of lucid 
(‘xprcssioii arc' iK)t dev(3loped. 

A sound l;ody docs not c^arry with it tlie assurauce ol a sound 
‘psyche/’ Just as nci^lect of the child’s j)liysical iic(‘ds can daina^U' 
his body and liis iriiiid, so rici;lcct of liis psychic needs c*aii have' 
capially seiioiis consccpicnccs, although tlic result may l)c some¬ 
what longer in maiiifcstiftg itsc'lf. 

l^\irtIi(‘niiorc, the* psycliie iK'eds arc Jess readily apparent. I'hc 
iiii])ortaiJC(' of food, warmth. cleanlin(\ss and so on is easily vmdtT- 
stood by most j)arents. Not so widely aj^preciated is: the v alue* of 
aih'ction, j^laeidilv. uiKUTstanding aiid an emotional atinosjdiere 
of liarmony and confidiaiee. Particularly imfortunait* is tlu^ infant 
who was conceivial in tlie common hut sadly mistak(‘n jiarciital 
l)cli(‘f tliat thc' pattc*r ol liUlc feet and the cooing oi a c'hildisli 
voice will rcsolv(' a maladjustnunt wlicrc the intilligcnca* and 
good will of a pair ol adults have failt'd. 7 he babve not v t't articu¬ 
late enough to lake part in a fiunily' quarrel or even undc'rstand 
a single word of it, may bi'come the jn-incipal victim. 

§2 

Emotional Conlagion 

There is such a thing as emotional contagion. The youngest in¬ 
fant can be iiifectcHl wdth fear or anger or disgust or horror e\ en 
more ea.sily than with the measles. Any discerning paiaait can see 
the symptoms. They appear in little, homely ways long Irefore 
they develop into major tragedies. By the same token the child 
can “catch” love and trust and respect. 

Emotional contagion is iisiially hronght about as simply as it 
was in thc case of a foiir-niouth-old girl who suddenly was re¬ 
ported unable to tolerate liver soup after eating it with obvious 
enjoyment for a month. Before this devc?loped into a settled habit 
which would probably have been attributed to some hereditary 
or coiistitutional iieculiarity, the n-al reason was discovered. 

The baby's mother, at work during thc day, had asked her aunt 
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AfiND AND body: Psijchosomatic Medicine 

to give the child h(M' noon !c(?ding once a wtu k. Ih'tnniing early 
soon after hearing of her daughter's new aversion to li\’er, slu' saw 
the cliild Jiiiiking laces and s])il‘iiiig out tJu^ soup while lier great- 
auuL in th(‘ nuiniier ol hah\-ieeders from time immemorial, inur- 
n)ur(‘d soothingly but lielplessly: 

' Now , Mary, just one more spoonful of that nie<‘ liv(‘r/' 

It was all v(ay commonplace, but the mother thought her rela¬ 
tive's expression wcis one of disgust, not so much with the baby s 
behavior as with the baby's food. 

“W on't you stay and ha\e lunch here?'’ she urge^d the aunt. 
‘AV(' re having li\a*r and bacon." 

visitoi' rt‘fused with son)(‘ velitancjjcc?. 

“I think it's disgusting to eat the insidc's of animals." slu‘ ex¬ 
plain (‘d. 

H( r sentiments had beem transferrc'd, simply l)y emotional eoii' 
tagion, to the' baby, w’liose fondness for livo soup was <|uiekly 
restored by the siin])Ie exix'dieiit of ordering soniething else for 
her on the days when si a' was fed by her gvc'at-annt. But soon 
that lady reported that c'gg \()Ik, hithcato anotluT favorite dish, 
seemed to disagree witli Mary. 

“Don't you like eggs?" inquii(‘d tiu mother, made wise by the 
liver incidcait. 

“Yes, of course. But not all dried up, tlie way you fecxl tluan to 
that j)Oor baby," was th(‘ reply. 

The solution in thi.s ease' w^as to let the great-aunt prepare the' 
egg yolks lier way, with milk and butter. Maiy ate tluan happily, 
and was eciiially satisfied when her fathcT or jnothcT offered yolks 
in the old dry and (lo the grcaU-aiint) nna])petizing maimer. 

Now" emolional contagion confined k) a distaste for liver or egg 
yolks w^ould not be a very great danger, except for the possibility 
(jf setting up an allergic pattern. But contagion does not limit itself 
so conveniently. Just as an infant is sensitive to his elders' likes and 
dishkes in food, even when concealed, so ho reacts to like or dis¬ 
like of himself. No amoimt of dramatic acting can prevent the 
unwanted child from getting a pretty good idea of his real place 
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The Child You Were 

in th(‘ fninily affections. Sometimes tlje acting is good f'liongh to 
dt'ccive the parents themselves or their ])liysiciaiJ, but the con¬ 
tagion spreads to th(‘ infant just tlie sanu'. It may (anerge yeais 
later in the form of lonc'liiK'Ss or a crushed spirit or re'bellion, or 
it may be repress(xl and covered over witli otlaa experiences, but 
it will remain a menace to health and hapi^iness. 

It soon c(‘ases to 1)(‘ surprising to the ])sy(liiatrist how frc'cpiently 
his patients turn out to have bec-n childKai who w’cre coiisc iously 
or unconsciously rejected by th(‘ir parents. Nor is tliis confined to 
mental patients. The pattern of a good many bodily aihnents con¬ 
tains the thread of the imw^anted child. 

§3 

The Miners Revenge 

X sr;coNi) danger to the devc‘lopment of a sound mind in a 
sound body is exposure to intense adult emotions. A child s temper 
is his own, and of itself will not b(' harmful to him. liow t^v(.n- much 
it may upset the J est of the fanjily. But an outburst of rage in older 
I)ersons, es})('cially parents and particularly during the first year 
of life, is a shock which may not be apparent to an\on<.‘ at the 
lime, yet may well be the seed of a psychic maladjustment which 
will grow^ wath the child. 

Thi.s will b(‘ esptcially true if the adult expression of wratli is 
the child’s first (wpericjice of anger other than his own. It uv-cd 
not bc‘ dirc‘cted at him; indeed, he probably will not bc' able to tell 
in his earliest months wdiether he is the object or not. 

Of course no one can go through lif(i without meeting temper - 
usually sooner ratlicr than later—but it is far less of a shock to a 
child if he is introduced to it by a playmate of his owm age. The 
rage of our equals is always easier to support than the fmy of a 
more pow^'rful being. After expericmcing the blast of contemporary 
angCT, it will be easier for the child to bear tlu' notion that his 
parents do not always maintain an Olympian culm. Even the in- 
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MIND AND body: Psychoso77iatic Medicine 

habitants of Olympus abandoned it on occasion without losing 
all of their godlike cliaracter. 

As with ang( r, so it is with other emotions. Expressions of ex¬ 
cessive ft‘ar, of iiritiibility, of exaggerated sensitivity leave their 
imprint upon tlie child who is exposed to them. They easily create 
feelings of inseem ity, uncertainty and fear. The resulting unhap¬ 
piness is usually x^lain to any observer; the actual end product by 
way of disease ma>^ be much longer delayed and not so obviously 
rcTited, but the chain leading from emotional shock to bodily ail¬ 
ment will be there, although some of tlu^ Jinks may be concealed. 

One of the most miserable mortals 1 ever met was the product 
of just such an upbringing. Agnes, when I first saw' her, was an 
unattractive spinster of fifty w^ho had been in and out of hos])itals 
for a couple of years because of a heart disease w^hieh bafllcd the 
attending physicians sufficiently to cause them to writer on her 
chart '‘cause unknown.” Her harsh, bitter riiauner had led them to 
the conclusion that she was “unco-operative,” and it wars plain that 
she had carried that attitude almost incessantly through her wdiole 
life. 

From a strictly physiological viewpoint, thf'i t* seemed no reason 
why she should be so sick. But emotionally she had never been 
well. Her parents were stern New Englandias whose traditional 
saving graces and qualities were eclix:)sed by some of the unx:5leas- 
ant mannerisms of the breed. Agnes s mother had never w^anted a 
child, and made no effort to conceal the fact from her daughter. 
She displayed little more affection for her husband, and their fre¬ 
quent fjuarrels were x}unctuated by hysterical outbursts, during 
which the wife turned blue with rage (holding her breath like 
a baby in a tantrum) and sometimes ended up by fainting. 

“The first thing I ever heard my mother say,” Agnes recalled, 
“was when I was wheeled in a baby carriage into the room where 
she was fighting with my father. She screamed: Take that brat 
away. I hate it! I hate it!’ ' 

Obviously Agnes never recovered from the shock of that mo¬ 
ment. One good reason was that she was nevc^r exposed to a more 
soothing environment. The memory of maternal hate was kept 
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The Child You Were 

green by repeated evidences of it. After more than forty years, 
the burning resentment against her mother was as fresh and mueh 
more vociferously proclaimed than any child could have expressed 
it. 

“I can't tell you how I resent having been born," she said to me 
on more than one occasion. She wished she could die on the anni¬ 
versary of the day she was born, and she added that she was always 
sick in the Fall around the date of her mother's birthday because 
it made her think of her own birth. “She might have spared me 
that," said Agnes, overlooking the fact that her mother certainly 
had not done it on purpose. 

Although her family were Protestants, Agnes was sent to a con¬ 
vent school where “the Sisters were strict and stupid, and oftem 
beat me," so that there was no chance for emotional recuperation. 
“Mother wanted to get rid of me," was Agnes's own explanation. 

P'inally her father left home because of the constant scenes with 
his wife. Agnes had hoped to go with him to keep house for him, 
but he had another woman. The daughters natural bitterness 
against her parents was shown in two rather striking ways. The 
first time she was admitted to the hospital, while giving her family 
liistory, she invented deaths for both of them, although both 
were still alive. And she dreamed of seeing her mother in hell’s 
fiery furnace while she herself shoveled in the coal. 

Agnes grew up, as one might expect, a bony woman with sharp 
features and a sharper tongue. A nervous breakdown just as she 
was finishing college deprived her of her degree, and after four 
years in an art school she began drifting from one job to another— 
selling, teaching, mechanical drawing, designing—(juarreling with 
her employers, no matter what the work. She lived in a cheap 
boarding house, wore black invariably because she said she had 
nothing to be happy about, and railed against the world and her 
parents because she felt someone somewhere owed her a great 
deal in life. 

By the time Agnes was sent to the psychiatric clinic because she 
was “unco-operative," the organic damage to her heart had pro¬ 
gressed so far, even though the cause was called “unknown," that 
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MIND AND body: Psijchosomatic Medicine 

there was little to be done for her. She could not have survived 
the strain which would have been imposed upon her by any real 
attempt to help her get at the bottom of her emotional maladjust- 
ment and understand it. The cardiac condition was too far ad¬ 
vanced for that. Her last stay in the hospital was a protracted one 
and just when she was giving the physicians hope by improving 
markedly for a couple of days, she took an inexplicable turn for 
the worse and died suddenly. It was her birthday, and she had 
always wanted to show her resentment at fxang born by dying on 
that day. 

Agnes’s history, exposed in all its emotional tragedy, sounds a 
little abnormal, but it is not very unusual in its essential details. 
Thousands repeat the commonplace story-quarreling parents 
who did not want a child even after it was born, early exposure 
to violent quarrels, a childhood spent with irritable, unpredictable, 
fearful people, a growing sense of insecurity and defeat. The 
wasted, unhappy life which is bound to follow—unless the indi¬ 
vidual’s psychic make-up can be altered by timely treatment—can 
only end with the outraged emotional system taking its revenge 
upon the body in the form of a disease which physicians will be 
able to recognize but not cure. 


§4 

Stimulants in Moderation 

At tub: other extreme apparently~but only apparently—is the 
baby who is so thoroughly protected from every possible shock 
that he never learns anything by experience. Over-protection is 
one of the commonest forms of what some parents think is mother 
love. Whether they realize it or not, this too-ardent attention is 
more likely to be a disguise for the real feeling that the child was 
unwelcome. 

An infant needs to be alone just as much as he needs affection; 
he needs to find out about the world for himself as much as he 
needs to be reassured by a parent when he is frightened. 
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The Child You Were 

It is impossible for children to be constantly in the presence of 
adults without getting more stimulation than is good for them. 
Their emotional systems are not sufficiently complex as yet to 
absorb constant grown-up companionship. Babies do not need to 
be amused all the time. They are as likely as drama critics to be¬ 
come bored by over-exposure to entertainment. And, like drama 
critics, only the rarest and luckiest individuals will be able to re¬ 
tain any sense of discrimination, any balance, after a surfeit of 
attention. 

Too much training is as bad as too much entertainment. Be¬ 
havior patterns easily become fixed, and there can be much future 
illness lurking in the complexities of these patterns. The similarity 
between humanity and sheep has often stirred the wrath or scorn 
of philosopliers, but it has been of some value to scientists. Dr. 
H. S. Liddell, for example, raised a small flock of neurotic sheep 
w'liose experience should be a lesson to every parent, teacher and 
children’s nurse. 

Dr. Liddell's sheep were made comfortable in a barnyard lab¬ 
oratory where the only distracting feature was a metronome. Fifty 
strokes to the minute was tlu‘ usual speed, but when the animals 
were fed, it was stepped up to 120, so that they soon opened their 
feed box whenever they heard the faster beat. So far that resembles 
a great many experiments on conditioned reflexes. But Dr. Liddell 
went a stc^p further. The usual rate of the metronome w^as increased 
to 80 and then to 100 a minute. The poor sheep were unable to 
distinguish betw'een that and 120 and therefore could never tell 
when it was time to eat. They fell rapidly into what in human 
beings would probably be described as a pitiable state of nerves. 
Actually their hearts beat faster and irregularly; other bodily 
functions became upset. Before long the sheep could not even dis¬ 
criminate between the 50 and the 120 rate of the metronome. By 
this time little barnyard disturbances, previously unnoticed, both¬ 
ered them a great deal. They bickered with their fellow\s, or sulked 
alone and refused to eat. They could not relax at night, even 
when they were lying down. 
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MIND AND body: Psijclwsomatic Medicine 

and teachers co-operate on the child’s own terms rather than 
theirs, it can be made difficult indeed. 

The mind of the child at this stage has its own peculiar set of 
realities. It is not by any means a miniature or an oversimplifica¬ 
tion of an adult mind. It is a different kind of mind. 

Last night's dream or bedtime story may be as real as the furni¬ 
ture in the bedroom and far more real than last wecL’s visiting 
relatives. Furthermore the dream and the furniture* have the same 
kind of reality for the child, and it is only gradually that he will 
come to distinguish between them. I’his confusion—which is con¬ 
fusing only to the adult, never to the child—may be carried to the 
point where the young dreamer identiii(\s himself with the figures 
of his dreams or just with figments of his imagination. His fan¬ 
tasies should not be mistaken for evidence of a false nature nor as 
evidence of creative genius. They are simply cvidcaicc^ that he is 
still a child. 

Much of the mystery of childhood is simply lack of experience 
and iniormation, which will be corrected with time. The child 
who believes he may melt like a lump of ice does not, because of 
that belief, have a different mental process from his c*lders. Only 
information about the nature of ice and about himsedf, coupled 
with prolonged experience of not melting, have given the adult 
his owm genuine assurance that he is not going to suffer tlie fate 
of ice in the sun. 

One big difference between the; child’s mind and that of his 
elders is the w^ay in which both react to the unknown. In our so¬ 
ciety, the area of the child’s unknown is far greater, but fortunately 
does not normally prove so disturbing. The childish mind is saved 
by the fact that it does not become baffled merely because it does 
not understand. The mind accepts the unusual without question¬ 
ing it as an adult would, and therefore the child refers to the 
subjects of his dreams in the same matter-of-fact way as he refers 
to real people. After all, the antics of dream characters or heroes 
of fairy tah^s arc no more wonderful than the rush of water from 
a tap, fire from a match, voices from a box on the table. 

Any adult confronted tor the first time by modern plumbing or 
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the radio—Rousseairs natural man, for example—would find them 
as magical as anything in Grimm or Hans Christian Andersen. The 
diffeience belween child and savage is that the child’s mind will 
accept magic and reality as equally natural, while the adult mind 
(savag(' or civilized) will deny that anything incoinprehensible 
can possibly be natural. 

71 le child does, however, resemble the savage in many of his 
fears (but not lor tlu‘ same reasons) and will even add a few of his 
own. They will go beyond tlie common, usually accepted terrors 
of thunder or dark or pain or discomfort. Often these fears are 
the result of training or experience, and need not happen. But 
children also manage to identify themselves with all sorts of ob~ 
j(‘cts, liaririh'ss in themselves but which can become distorted in 
th(^ childish miiKl into fpiite convincing perils. Werner Wolfl illus¬ 
trates this in The Pcr.scmality of the Pre-School Child when he 
writes : 

“.Adults in general cannot imagine all the dangers with which 
a child reckons. For instance, if a match is burning and becomes 
smallei and smaller, the child may believe that the match feels 
this painfully and that a corresponding thing might happen to 
liimsc^lf. In the child's imagination, a twisted string feels that it is 
twisted, and a nail in the wall that it cannot move.” 

The child’s mind sometimc's puzzles and even infuriates adults 
through the quality that ])rompts perpetual, frequently unanswer¬ 
able (|uestions. “But why?” is the beginning from which all except 
the most saintly or most understanding parents and teachers (|uail. 
“Why do birds fly; why is night dark; why don’t cats bark; why is 
up?” may be annoying interruptions to adult occupations, but the 
mind that prompts tliese questions should bo cherished, for it is 
going after the information, the synthetic experience which will 
enable it to cope with the world. 

This stage follows and is related to an earlier inquisitiveness 
before the child can talk. Then he reaches out to touch objects, 
jmts them in his mouth, for, as Wolff says: 

“This child’s world is not mapped; the whole world around him 
is unknown; all seems to be possible because the child has not be- 
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gun to make his explorations. It is cpiitc natural that the explora¬ 
tion of the world begins with the exploration of the near(\st sur¬ 
roundings, and the nearest is, for the child, his own body. It seems 
not to be necessary to follow psychoanalysis, which explains the 
child's interest in liis own bodily functions with the assumption 
of early sexual trends.'’ 

Now exploration has always been a dangerous business. The 
intrepid adventurer sailing into unknown worlds has been ship¬ 
wrecked quite as frequently as he has returned with new knowl¬ 
edge of the nature of the world. Every child embarks constantly 
on adventures as bold as that of Columbus or Balboa, and the 
principal shoals on which he is likely to founder are adult mis¬ 
understanding, carelessness and ignorance of the nature of the 
youthful explorer s mind. 


[ 16 ] 



[ CHAPTER II ] 


Delayed-Action Mines of Childhood 


n 

Disaster to the exploring childish mind may not come with an 
immediate crash. It is far more likely to be uiinoticcd—or at least 
disregarded—at the time. But the harvest of childhood's ex^ 
periences may be reaped years later and turn out to be the funda¬ 
mental or contributing cause of an illness which has no surface 
connection with the jDatieiit’s past. 

These are the delayed-action mines of childhood, planted either 
in the shock of some single incident or in the steady friction of a 
conflict between mind and environment. Once these mines have 
been planted, they may become covered over with a thick, hard 
crust of oblivion, but they never cease to be dangerous unless the 
fuses can be drawn. 

One of the advantages of the psychosomatic approach to medi¬ 
cine is that a capable physician can locate these mines before 
their final, disastrous explosion. His questions and tests are the 
delicate finders with which he sweeps the ground, groping for 
the buried danger. His knowledge of human behavior is the in¬ 
strument which tells him when he has struck the right spot. His 
professional skill determines whether he can draw the fuse with¬ 
out damage. As in any other medical case, the wrong treatment 
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can frequently be worse than no treatment at all, settinc^ off the 
very explosions which the physician has sought to avert. 

The procedure, or course of treatment, has to be all the more 
delicate, since in the present state of our medical X3ractice there 
usually has to be some kind of a blast before anyone'—patient or 
doctor—even begins to think of looking for the cause. Most medi¬ 
cal practitioners are far too busy with the sick to devT)te much 
attention to the healtliy. 'VATien preventive inedicirK' really comes 
into its own, we may find time to examine jxitients while they still 
regard themselves as well. I’hen we may be able to render a great 
many delayed-action mines harmless even before the first charge 
has been exploded. 

Meanwhile we have leariKxl a great deal al)out these factors in 
illness in recent years. We know more than our pr(‘d(^cessors about 
how they relate to the whole patient—both his personality and his 
bodily ailments. 

A colleague of mine recently found that a twenty-one-year-old 
youth, who was supposed to be convalescing quite well from 
pneumonia, was having a rather mysterious setbaetk. His discharge 
from the hospital was delayed by severe headaches and nausea. 
The physician could not account for these symptoms by anything 
in the young man’s physical condition, and he began delving into 
the past. This is what he found; 

Many years before, when the patient could not have been over 
five or six years old, his father was in an accident and for fifteen 
years thereafter had been afflicted with painful headaches and 
acute attacks of nausea. All through his childhood, the son had 
been profoundly moved by his parent s anguish. Then at the age 
of eighteen he had suffered a head injury, but only mild head¬ 
aches had followed. Now, with time in the hospital hanging heavy 
and with ample leisure to brood, he was worrying himself into a 
state of terror that he might be repeating his father’s painful his¬ 
tory. The symptoms followed hard upon the heels of the fears. 

The physician explained to him that his brain was quite un¬ 
damaged, that the headaches were due to his anxiety. At the same 
time he was urged to take his mind off his fears by reading and 
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tr}dng to learn some new skill re(|uiring manual dexterity. In a 
week botli headaelies and nausea left him. The holdover from 
childhood had been routed. 


§2 

IIistorij vs. Heredity 

One of the* common experiences of the physician who diagnoses 
mental along W’ith l)odily symptoms is that liis patients have de¬ 
veloped their jKirticular ])hysieal troubles after exposure to certain 
diseas(\s not usually regarded as “catching.” Undc'r sufficiently 
provocative circumstane(^s, such exposure can actually be more 
dangerous tlian a history of the disease in parents or grandparents. 
If it takes place in childhood, it may become a delayed-action 
mine with a very slow^-burning fuse. The child grows up with the 
fear and the memory of the disease until in adult life he gives 
every aj^pearance of thinking himself into acquiring it. 

The m(‘chanisrn is a little more complicated than that because 
thinking does not go on in a vacuum altogether isolated from the 
rest of human activity. It is tied directly into emotional and bodily 
functions too. But it can lose control of the system, and very often 
does. That is when the dangers of our buric'd mines become acute, 
for they are more automatic than thoughtful. 

Especially in infancy and early childhood, physical changes 
are brought about by the workings of the involuntary ner\'ous 
system. This network, operating independently of any conscious 
will, tiansmits the nervous impulses which put into motion the 
activities of many of the vital organs. Thanks to this system of 
communication within the body, the heart pumps faster or slower, 
the pupils of the eyes dilate and contract, the digestive tract se¬ 
cretes more or less of its juices, and so on. These nerves can be 
stimulated by emotion, and when their owmer loses control, they 
may run wild. In turn, the organs whose operations they govern 
may be altered through over-stimulation. That is the basis of a 
gradual change which can blossom finally into full-blown illness. 

Such emotions are frequently tlie result of exposure in child- 
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hood to the suffering of a well-loved person or of someone with 
whom the child identifies himself closely. This sort of emotional 
contagion is more subtle, less obvious in its reactions than that 
which prompts a distaste of liver soup, for example. The incuba¬ 
tion period may be years long, and may require some later emo¬ 
tional or bodily disturbance to bring it to the point of actually 
causing illness. 

Heart diseases, greatest single cause of death in the United 
States today, illustrate this point. I once had occasion to make a 
study of patients admitted to a general hospital over a period of 
several years. I found that almost half (actually 49%) of those 
suffering from heart disease had a history of such ailments in 
their parents, brothers or sisters. But more than 98% of them 
had been exposed to a serious illness of this kind in someone who 
was very dear to them, wliether relative or not. Half of these 
cas(is had seen the loved one die suddenly while the x^^ititmt of 
later years was still quite young. The shock of that death was a 
more important factor in the disease, nurtured as it was through 
many years within the patient’s mind, tlian any cardiac heredity. 

The .shock of sudden death, dex3riving the child of someone who 
lias become an important part of his emotional life, may be un¬ 
avoidable. But that is far from true of a gr(uit many other delayed- 
action mines. One ty^oe is illustrated by the case of a young woman 
of twenty-nine wIjo was brought to the hos|)ital suffering from 
diabetes. Her physician seemed to think that she behaved like a 
sx)oiled child, and the hospital social worker noted on her chart: 

‘Taticnt is of Sx)anish parentage, and has (piite an accent, al¬ 
though she is American born. She x^^irticularly dreaded the cold, 
and as a child was not very strong. For this reason .she has been 
coddled a good part of her life.” 

At first glance tJie delayed-action mine in this case would seem 
to have been the '‘coddling,” which can be quite as dangerous as 
more traditional forms of mistreatment, especially as this young 
woman was an only child. But psychiatric contact revealed a 
somewhat different story. 

As far back as she could remember, the girl had been told by 
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her father that her birth had driven her mother crazy. With an 
unfortunately common parental logic, he conveyed to his offspring 
that he considered this tragedy her fault rather than his. The ex¬ 
plosive charge in the mine was further built up by the fact that 
the mother, altliough insane, was cared for in tlie home until she 
tried to poison her daughter, tfien eight years old, and herself. 
The child, with commendable presence of mind, ran to the niiise; 
a stomach pump was used on both victims, and they recovered. 
The father still wanted to keep his wife at home, but when the 
daughter began having convulsions, the older woman was sent to 
an institution for mental cases. The daughter, however, continued 
to havti convulsions whenever she was taken to see her mother, 
until the physician forbade furtlier \dsits. 

I'o augment the peril of that mine, the guardian who was ap¬ 
pointed to take the mother s jDlace treated the girl so unkindly 
that she ran away from liome as soon as she was old enough to 
get a job, first in a night club, then in an office. She became a sales 
girl and worked up to become buyer in a hotel gift shop. The 
effects of a more normal life were rax^idly putting layers of ob¬ 
livion on top of the experiences of childhood, burying the mine 
deex:)ly in the mind. 

When she was twenty-four, the young woman married, but 
continued to work because her husband did not earn enough to 
sujiport them both. Apx)arently she had continued in good health 
since the age of seventeen, when she had ceased to see her mother. 

Then, after twelve years, she decided to visit the institution, 
probably from a sense of duty, and within a short time she was 
in the hospital with diabetes. The attitude of the doctor and the 
nurses, who regarded her as a spoiled child, subjected her to addi¬ 
tional emotional strain, and her sf)ecial delayed-action mine ex¬ 
ploded. She developed a tendency to go into shock after insulin 
treatment. 

Significantly enough, a relatively superficial psychiatric treat¬ 
ment, which brought out the reality of her early exx)eriences and 
coinjoletely altered the picture of the temperamental, coddled 
Spanish girl of the social workers imagination, had a beneficial 
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influence on her tendency to go into shock. The damage done by 
tlie exploded mine could be repaired. 

§3 

The Staf^es of Childhood 

Natlkally not every child is susceptible to the same experi¬ 
ences. Nor will experiences which can be dangerous at one stage 
of develo})ment do any harm at another. Generally speaking, the 
child passes through five stages before reaching com])lete ma¬ 
turity. I’hcse are: (1) the j^eriod before he begins to talk, (2) the 
years between acquisition of the ability to communicate verbally 
and entrance into the first grade at school, (3) school life, (4) 
adolescence and (5) the period when the almost mature indi¬ 
vidual is preoccupied with the first job and marriage problems. 

Each of these stages has its own special mental dangcTS, just as 
each has its own set of si:)c‘cial bodily diseases. The understanding 
of this fact will help parents and teachers to avert some of the 
perils. 

In the first period, the emotions which are felt more keenly by 
the unwanted child than most people realize are tyxiical dangers. 
Others even less obvious are the puzzling adventures of the baby 
whose first explorations are conducted in the midst of cjuarrcling 
or confused parents whose own liv^es are in a mess. 

Richard, a youth of twenty whose trouble was rheumatic heart 
disease, had the seed of his illness planted in earliest infancy. 
The third child in a family of five, he was exposed from birth to 
parents who quarreled bitterly, were frequently ill from digestive 
disorders, jaundice, a nervous breakdown. Richard seemed to be 
a normal, healthy baby but soon became a feeding problem. He 
could retain almost no food, and became so frail that his mother 
carried him around on a pillow. This constant care led his mother 
to prefer him above her other children, and he enjoyed the ability 
to get her on his side in any family fracas. (All the other children 
seemed to have copied the quarrelsome tactics of the parents.) 
By the time he had developed rheumatic heart disease, Richard 
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showed cl('arly tlie efl'ects of the anxiety which had hardly ever 
left him. 

The first thin,tz;.s tlie child understands or thinks he understands 
eoine before^ him at the second and ecjually imprc^ssionable sta^e 
of his development. 1 remember a Piua'to Riean girl who had suf- 
i(*red from rlicumatic fever for five years. She, too, was one of five 
children in a quarreling, strict family. Slie finally escaped by eom- 
ijig to New York at fourteen wath an older sister, but after a few 
years he r mother came to live wuth her, and she became ill. Then, 
for fc'ar of losing her job and being unable to sup]iort herself, slie 
married. While a good many of her emotional difliculties stemmed 
from her dislike of the married state—sh(' had always wainted to 
be a man and play a man s part in the world—th(‘ morc^ deeply 
buried delayed-action mine w^as revealed wdien she told of her 
early childhood and concluded by crying out against her mother: 

“She is cross with my child. I can’t do anything about it. It 
makes me crazy. I don’t want my daughter to be frightened the 
way I was when 1 w^as a child." 

At school age, both mind and body seem a little tougher, but 
the mines can be laid for future* explosion just the same. Johnny, 
for instance, w^as a pretty healthy little boy, l)ut his personality 
was poisoned by a liome atmo.sphere which was more subtly up¬ 
setting than outright quarreling would have been. Ilis mother 
brought him up to look upon the head of the house with contc'mpt, 
so that at eighteen, wdien a serious complication of ailments 
brought him to the hospital, he said: 

‘Tather is a washout and makes Mother and me mad because 
he keeps putting on airs. She’s very nervous and always sore at 
Father, but I get on pretty well with her." 

It was plain that the emotional upsets of the home had twisted 
tlie boys personality so that he had trouble wath authority at 
school and afterward. He developed a tendency to have accidents 
along with sharp vacillations in his attitude toward work, a career 
and his friends. 

An equally clear case of the delayed-action mine was Harold, 
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who at tweiity-two, seemed to be settling dowTi to chronic invalid¬ 
ism, saying; 

“All my life I’ve always been angry with Mother because she 
lives her children’s lives. She stuffs them with food and acts grieved 
and imposed on if they show any opposition. 1 used to vomit on 
purpose to even the score, and now I can’t help it.” 

Molly, an acute cardiac at nineteen, might have been a healthier 
girl if her adolescence had not been complicated by ignorance and 
the conflicts which arose in her mind when lier mother chose that 
time to remarry. Molly had been something of a tomboy, fond of 
swimn\ing and basketball, proud of her ability to fight the strong¬ 
est boy in her class. Her mother had never told her anything 
about the facts of adolescence, and menstruation both surprised 
and angered hvT. Then in rapid succession her mother remarried, 
she moved away from her friends, was ordered not to have any¬ 
thing to do with boys, because “Mother says they are no good as 
friends,” and finally her very dearly beloved grandmother died 
of a heart attack. The disturbance which such a train of events 
can set up in the adolescent emotional system seemed designed 
for illness. Molly’s arrival at tlie hospital might have been pre¬ 
dicted if anyone with an understanding of the physical effects of 
such emotions had been attending her. In that case, the illness 
itself might have been xorevented. 

Delayed-action mines are nearly alw^ays i:)lanted long before the 
last of the dangerous ages of youth, the age of dawning maturity. 
But new and powerful charges of explosive may easily be added 
at this time of emotional difficulties in adjustment to jobs and 
worries over possible marriage. Such a situation obviously con¬ 
tributed to the illness of Betty, a young woman attended in hos¬ 
pital some years ago. At twenty-three she had developed a palpi¬ 
tation of the heart and choking attacks in wbich she could hardly 
breathe. 

There was no history of any related disease in the family; the 
girl had been quite healthy with a record showing no more serious 
illness than colds and digestive upsets. Until she was seventeen 
she had been reared by her grandmother, although her own 
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parents lived next door, llie girl had done very well in high school, 
graduating at sixteen. She then went to work as a secretary, but 
took little intere?st in her work. Certainly she was not a career girl. 
So far as could be found her only really deep concern was with 
clotlies and her own appearance. She and her better-looking 
younger sister were kecTi rivals in dress. 

“I am always wondering whether people like me or not,” she 
said. ‘1 think the trouble is my nose. If 1 could get a doctor to make 
it .shorter, I would be more attractive, like my sister. ... As soon 
as I feel someone likes me, Fm walking on air. But I can’t be satis¬ 
fied with just one person.” 

For seven years Betty had been “going with” a young man, and 
during the last year had begun to have intercourse with him al¬ 
though she did not like it and was very much afraid of becoming 
X)regnant. She would have x)referred just to hold hands. She was 
determined never to marry because the prospect of pain and child¬ 
birth frightened her. 

Betty’s childhood exxDeriences had obviously jilanted some of 
the mines of fear and doubt. But her progress from adolescence to 
maturity had added to thorn. She wavered between a desire to 
attract and a desire to withdraw into solitary contemplation of 
her own x)^rfectiori. She felt herself unable to live without love 
but could not enter into any human relationship that was more 
than suxierficial. The pull and haul of such conflicting emotions was 
bound to have some effect upon the body unless they could be 
checked. Yet several doctors had told her there was nothing wrong 
with her. From a strictly physiological x)oint of view that was true. 
The delayed-action mines of childhood were the cause of her 
illness. 
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[ CHAPTER III ] 


The Beloved Symptom 


§1 

“They asked for it,” a disapproving teachcT remarked of several 
pupils who came down with chills and h'ver after disobeying her 
injunctions about rul^bers, hats and wai rn mufflers. She sounded 
a little unfeeliiig, but she was describing tlie ease of a grcait many 
sick people. They have asked for it, and in [he hiddcai recesses of 
their minds have even made a blueprint of the dis(:\as(? they want. 
They select symptoms in much the same way that healthy people 
select clothes, choosing carefully for styk', fit and the efl’ect upon 
otlu^rs. Yet many do not know they have done it. 

The selection is done (juitc independently of the individuals 
will. It is the work of emotional conflicts which liave continued 
long enough and sharply enough to have a physical effect. The 
exact form of the bodily ailmcmt is chosen by an emotional system 
which is groping for some benefit. It is se(‘king to save something 
from its own wreckage. 

Tim Healy, that mid-Victorian radical who grc'w up to be Ilis 
Excellency Timothy Michael Healy, the first Governor General of 
the Irish Free State, used to say that Gladstone invented the 
“diplomatic cold.’' As a young and somewhat obstreperous Mem¬ 
ber of Parliament, Mr. Healy noticed that the great Prime 
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Minister’s coiis[)i(.'noiis]y rolnist health suddenly broke down into 
these mild indispositions at the most convenient inoinents. It hap¬ 
pened, for instance, when he was scheduled to speak at meetings 
where a politically embavvassing subject might arise. The ad¬ 
dress would be eanctdled with regret. Mr. Cladstone always 
seemed to l)e much better tlie next day. 

Stat(‘sinen b(doie and since have found that a slight illness is 
a far less('r evil than a confeiaaice for which they are not prepared. 
Tlu'v prefer a ccjld to the neec^ssity for aetion whem they disap¬ 
prove of aetion. A mild laryngitis is a good way to cancel an ap- 
j^oiniment with an imj)ortant but inopportune personage. 

Jests have bec'ii made about the health of statesmen under these 
circumstances. The surprising thing, howewer, is not that our 
leaders should have made' the diplomatic almost as well known as 
the cornnion cold, but that so often they actually do come down 
with real sniffles and genuine sneezes. 

Mr. Gladstone probably would neither recognize nor enjoy 
the (^lose resemblance (psychosomatically speaking) between his 
diplomatic cold and the welts 1 once saw on the body of a young 
woman whose chief ailment was a clandestine love affair with a 
man who beat lier. But just the same, both were' enjoying the 
doubtful relief which can sometimes come from a “beloved symp¬ 
tom.” 

The girl, known in the anonymity of hospital records as Case No, 
S 1, dc*\'elop(xl the wedts shortly after taking aspirin, so it was sup¬ 
posed at first that she had the comparatively rare allergy to that 
drug. All skin tests, however, were negative; the welts just should 
not have becTi there, but they persisted for three weeks. At the 
end of that time a psychiatric consultation was requested. 

During this consultation, the existence of the sadistic lover was 
revealed. On the same day that the patient had taken aspirin, she 
had received the man in an apartment to which she had just 
moved. Wh(m, as was his custom after intercourse, her lover began 
to whip her, she sufferc^d a new humiliation in the thought that 
tfie walls of her new home were very thin and far from sound 
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proof. She know none of the other tenants, but she was greatly 
distressed by fear of what they would think of her if they over¬ 
heard, 

“lie hit me harder than ever before,” she explained to tlie psy¬ 
chiatrist. “1 decided 1 just couldn't put up with it any more. I was 
sure the people in the house could hear the sounds of the belt. I 
was awfully upset and told him he could neviT do this again. He is 
so funny; he won't stoj) till lie sees welts on iiiy body. He always 
says he loves to see the welts.” 

In Miss S 1, being whippe^d in a room where she might be heard 
by the new neighbors rousc^d the same fears, the same sort of 
psychic conflict which disturbed the eminently correct Mr. Glad¬ 
stone when he was faced with the prospect of an nndesired audi¬ 
ence. The statesman developed a cold, and didn’t have to go to 
the meeting. The girl developed welts without bcaiefit of the strap, 
and didn’t have to be whipped. 

Miss S 1 could no more escape her dilemma by giving up her 
lover than Mr. Gladstone could escape his by giving up politics. 

‘1 get humiliated by this,” she admitted, “and yet he has threat¬ 
ened to leave me unless he can bt‘at me. Besides, I like him and he 
is so nice in other ways.” 

Obviously the welts were a welcome symptom, and the girl 
clung to them with relief, just as the Prime Minister doubtless at¬ 
tributed his cold to the wondrous workings of a divine providence 
wliich it was easy for him to believe had a tender concern for the 
political career of William Ewart Gladstone. 

‘Tie hasn't beaten me since because of this awful rash,” was the 
way Miss S 1 put it. “I am all covered with welts anyway. He likes 
to see them. And I haven’t had to give him up.” 

Perhaps it was unfortunate for the young woman that the welts 
disappeared as soon as it became clear to her in the course of the 
psychiatric consultation that they were the result of the inner con¬ 
flict by which she sought at once to keep her lover and avoid noisy 
beatings. For, failing either successful treatment of the lover or 
further work on the extreme passive masochistic i^ersonality struc- 
tiu*e of the girl, she was not much better off than before. 
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In fact, she jnight easily have been sufferirj^]^ more. The welts 
from a strap wei e as painfuJ as self-induced welts; the humiliation 
was greater, and s(K)n anotlier ailment would probably take the 
place of a symiitom whiclj w’as so essential to her peace of mind. 

A skin specialist knowing nothing of the history of the case 
might be satisfied with the perb'ct cure of the rash. A i^hysician 
trained in psychosomatic methods would be satisfied with notliing 
less than the removal of the c ause of the symptom. Tliis does not 
mean necessarily removal of the lover either, but of the personal¬ 
ity problem of each of them. 


§2 

Sweet Fruits of Illness 

The patient who chcTishes his ailment because it is a means of 
avoiding an evil which he rc^gards as even greater has one t)^e of 
“beloved symptom.’* There is another type, which has to be 
handled morc^ gently. These are patients who have grown fond 
of a symptom because* it brings them the love and attention which 
has beem denied to them—or at least that is thcar hope. 

I remember in this connection—because he was so much the 
sort of man who would not be susj)ect('d of such tender suscepti¬ 
bilities at first glance—a very tough young fellow who had been 
successively a carpentei\s helper, mechanic, third-rate pugilist and 
truck driver. He was in the hospital for treatment of a badly knit 
left arm which he had broken five times in the course of his career. 
He had beem in nine other hospitals in Nenv York and New Jersey, 
and remarked: 

“Maybe it’s lucky that this has ended my career as a fighter. I 
never was as good as I wanted to be. What made it worse was I 
got my brother started and he turned out better than me.” 

This young Polish-American obviously had no desire to have 
his arm heal. He cherished his brittle bone in the first place be¬ 
cause he knew that at tw^enty-eight his best fighting days had 
passed, but with a “l)um wing” he need never admit it. He could 
always blame the end of his career on the arm. In the second 
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place, he liked the attention he got in tlie hospital. In his case 
history appears this sentence: 

“After this the patient spent most of his time in one hospital or 
another and showed little interest in recovering or going to work.” 

His revelation of the facts of his life did not come as a surprise. 
He was the second of eighteen children, sevcuiteen of tluan boys. 
His father, his mother and his stepmother had been extremely 
strict without much beneficial effect, for the young man admitted 
to a long childhood record of lying, stealing and truancy, for 
which he was punished regularly both at home and at school. 

“At nineteen my father licked me for taking a straw ride,” the 
patient recalled. “He said to stay away from girls until I was 
tw'enty-five or thirty; that was the time he got married himself. 
After that 1 left home because 1 wouldn’t take orders any more. 
It was the same way in the parochial school. 1 was always getting 
licked. I would take my licking and holler and then go out and do 
it anyway.” 

Except for the brother he had started on a pugilistic career, the 
young fellow had kept in touch with none of his numerous family. 
His opinion of home life was evident in his remark that his father 
had died “from alcoholism” and that “till 1 was eightc'cn I couldn’t 
sit on my b(’hind because I was beaten so much.” 

Besides getting him a great deal of badly missed attention in 
various hospitals, the patient’s unhealed arm proved useful to 
him in other ways. His wife (he had ignored his father’s advice 
and example, and married at twenty-one) haled him into court 
several times on charges of non-support, but he was always able 
to convince the judge that his pet symptom made it impossible 
for him to do any better. 

Over and over again, we find hospital cases who take comfort 
from the feeling that illness or accident has entitled them to the 
ministrations of doctors and nurses. These dispensers of personal 
attentions take the place, in the minds of those starved for early 
affection, of the good parents they may never have had. 

The pattern is the same for the most diverse people. In the early 
history of the truck driver with the broken arm were just the sort 
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of emotional complications which imcler other circumstances 
started off the grciatest literary romance of all time, the Bairett- 
Browning love affair. Thtat* is little outward resemblance between 
the ex-i:)ugilist and the world s picture of Elizabeth Barrett. But 
the “inside stories’" of the two ha\'e interesting similarities. 

As the eldest of eleven chikhen fathered by a domestic tyrant 
and brought ra])id!y into the world by a frail and harassed mother, 
the future poetc\ss received little attention except by way of dis¬ 
cipline. ri(?r mother dic'd soon after the youngest child was born, 
leaving all eleven to the far from temder rnercic^s of a martinet who, 
as a gentleman of means and leisure, had plenty of time to devote 
to keeping them in line. 

llis eldest daughter, obviou.sly sensitive and longing for affec¬ 
tion, tried hard to adore her father, but got little return for her 
love. lie was, one of his future son-in-law’s articulate friends re¬ 
ported, “one of those tyrannical, arbitrary, puritanical rascals 
who go sleekly about the world canting Calvinism abroad and 
acting despotism at home.” lie had indicated his opinion of girls 
when he ran out of names for his two youngest—both boys. Ignor¬ 
ing the existemee of his three daughters, he named his sons Sep¬ 
timus and Octavius. From such a man there was little hope of the 
kind of love children seek. 

When she was fifteen, Elizabeth Barrett injured her spine falling 
off a pony. She recovered from that successfully, but remained an 
invalid for more than twenty years. The doctors of the time called 
it consumption, and in the 1830s this was considered an “interest¬ 
ing” disease for a young woman to accpiire, particularly one with 
literary aspirations. There was pain, but there were compensa¬ 
tions. She was spared exposure to most of the paternal rages, and 
these were frequent and furious. She was spared the competition 
for family affection among the swarm of brothers and sisters. She 
got a good deal of thoughtful care for the first time in her life. 
She had what was a great boon in a family of that size—a room of 
her own. 

So, secure behind the ramparts of her illness, Miss Barrett lay 
on a sofa and wrote, read, received selected visitors and looked 
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forward to death. Tlie little comforts and attentions, after all, were 
hardly a substitute for a father's love and the gentleness she craved. 
Neither was his habit of stopping in her room every night for a 
stern puritanical prayer. The pride which the whole family be¬ 
gan to take in her literary reputation was pleasant, but not worth 
the pain of further isolation from them. For she knew they had 
drawn further from her than ever, admiring but imcomprehend- 
ing, thinking in their hearts that a writer in the family was not 
quite human. 

Under the circumstances, there was nothing for the poor woman 
to do except cling to her symptoms, her nightly praytir meetings 
with her father and the fluttering attentions of her sisters. Like 
the truck driver 100 years later, her emotional system had been 
unequal to the strain put upon it by her environment. The body 
succumbed, but in so doing selected a set of symptoms which 
would give some relief to the emotions. 

Of course Miss Barrett was luckier than the truck driver. Her 
cure is as instructive as her disease for the student of psychoso¬ 
matic disorders. It (the cure) entered her life one afternoon at 
three, so he noted in his pocketbook, when she was nearly forty 
years old. He answered to the name of Robert Browning. He was 
handsome and healthy and a genius himself. He was six years 
her junior, popular in Society, the idol of his father, mother and 
sister. And he fell so violently in love with the pale, middle-aged 
lady on the sofa that he rushed home from their first meeting, this 
proper conventional Victorian, and penned a madly impassioned 
letter proposing marriage in the ardent terms befitting one great 
poet who makes a play for another. 

We know now that her speedy recovery was “in the bag” from 
that moment. What sick emotion would be able to resist the hom¬ 
age of a man who could write TJie Ring and the Book? Married 
at forty, Elizabeth Barrett Browning shocked the sensibilities of 
some of her prim acquaintances by getting well enough to scram¬ 
ble over low mountains at forty-one and bear a perfectly healthy 
child at forty-tfiree. She didn't need her symptoms any longer, 
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§3 

The Perils of Pity 

By no means all of these patients are seeking compensation for 
the neglect or severity lliey may have sniTc'red in childhood. A 
great many of them have been ‘‘spoik'd brats” who find in the 
sickbed the only substitute available at their age for the pampering 
which they enjoyed as children. They have resented the necessity 
of earning their own living; they have never untied themselves 
from mother’s apron strings; they have shrunk from the task of 
establishing themselves as independent human beings in a world 
of equals. 

Typical is the sheltered individual who has been known all his 
life as a “mother’s boy” and never recovers from the desire for 
over-protection which is the result of his upl)riuging. Smugly 
their parents have bragged of lavishing “cverytliing” on their chil¬ 
dren. 

One such patient was admitted to the hospital after several 
years of marriage which had been made unhappy for him—and 
doubtless for his wife—because she did not take as good care of 
him as his mother had done. Obviously he had nevcir reconciled 
himself to the idea that his wife might have wanted to marry a 
man rather than a baby, and he longed for the good old days. His 
injured back, which kept him in the hospital, was plainly a wel¬ 
come incident in his marital career. 

“She’ll have to take care of me now,” he said hopefully. “I guess 
it serves her right.” 

Related to this attitude but far more poignant are the many 
cases of children who hope by their suffering to earn the affc'clion 
of the callous or neglectful parents. They usually hope in vain, 
too, despite the story books. This was the experience of a seven¬ 
teen-year-old high-school girl whose mother had made it plain 
for years that the youngster was a highly unwelcome adjunct. 
She had never wanted a child in tlie first place. After she had 
divorced her daughter’s father, she could not bear the girl’s pres- 
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ence because she both acted and looked like the discarded 
husband. 

Furthermore, the mother was contemplating a second marriage, 
which the propinquity of a sevcnleen-^a'ar-old dang]iter seemed 
to threaten. Th(?refore, she was proposing to send tlie girl away 
to school, and it was at this point that the dauglitcr succeeded in 
injuring her knee while at play. She wclcoiiu'd this injury with 
pathetic optimism, and in the hospital she was pr(‘oceui)ied cliiefly 
witli her chances of remaining at home. Almost the only thing she 
ever asked was for reassurance that her mother would now be 
sorry for her and allow her to stay. 

“She can't possibly send me away now when I'm so sick and 
may be crippled for life,” was the burden of tlie girl’s hopes. 

H 

The MincTs Eye 

Whether this clinging to symptoms is caused by too much affec¬ 
tion or too little, it is a last resort for those who have' ne'vcr found a 
secure place for themselves. Men, women and children turn to 
pain or discomfort only because of the inadecjuacy of their own 
(or their parents' personalities). Their inability to cope with the 
environment in which they find thc'insclves sets up an ('motional 
disturlxince whicli translate's itself into a pliysical disorder, and 
the tortuiT.’d system thriftily selects an ailment wdiich may have 
compensating features. The sufferers lose their symptoms wlam 
their personality difficulties are remcdi(xl, that is, when thc'y are 
h(dped to become the kind of people they have the capacity to be. 

Despite their appearance of welcoming illness or injury, they 
do not deliberately set out to become nuisances. No one really 
wants to be sick. But thc^se misfits may want something else so 
badly that sickness is brought upon them. If it helps achieve the 
desired end, it is welcome for what it brings, not for wliat it is. 
If it fails, as it so often does, it becomes a double tragedy. It should 
be remembered that the personality inadequacy of these patients 
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results from parc^iits and circumstance rather than from innate 
W(‘akn(\ss(‘s in dicms(‘lvcs. 

It slioiild not be surprising that the most common form of this 
release is accident. Accidents happen cpiickly, and tlic damage is 
usually obvious to those whom tlie victim wishes to impress. But 
wliile (he su[)posed need for a symptom ranks high among the 
reasons for ac cidents, it is a fac'tor in many bodily disorders. 

It is c\s]K'cially pronounced in some of the disc’ases which afflict 
our slU'cial scaises—sight, hearing, touch, taste and smell. In a 
great many cases, the? first symptoms make their appearance at a 
moment of considc‘ral)le emotional upset, although usually the 
victim has forgotten that. More heartening for the sufferers, the 
remoN'al of the emotional disturbance frecpiently takes the disease 
away, too. 

Th(' psyc'hic factors in eye trouble give a good idea of how otlu'r 
sense's can l)e affected. Expc'rience during the war rc'inforced the 
opinion that a little treatment of anxiety or a man's emotional 
problc'ins—psychotherapy—may be better than a prescription for 
glasses. Under various sorts of military strain, men came to the 
clinics complaining about their sight. Many of them were sulfcTing 
from fear, anxiety or anger rather than eye afflictions. 

One clinician in a large hospital was swamped on two different 
occasions by ammunition handlers from a single dc'pot. Nearly all 
of them had acquired a species of temporary '‘dimming out'’ or 
even complete momentary blindness which the oculists call 
amaurosis jii^ax. None of them had suffered any damage to the 
eye or optic nerve. All of them, however, showed evidence of hav¬ 
ing been under severe nervous strain. Furthermore, each time 
they came rushing to the clinic, the doctor discovered that there 
had be(?n a minor accident in their depot the day before. 

Any kind of accident in an ammunition dump is a more than 
ordinarily frightening exj)ericnce. Some of tlie emotional systems 
which could not stand it any longer selected the eye as the scape¬ 
goat. The oculist discovered that others had turned iip at the 
psychiatric clinic, having selected quite different sets of syinp- 
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toms. All iu all, the emotional strain following the minor accidents 
had actually trebled the sick call on those two days. 

This same oculist attributed several cases of eye trouble to the 
anxiety which followed rapid promotion in the Navy. Some of the 
young officers worried themselves into states of partial blindness 
ovcT their new responsibilities. A clue was provided when several 
naval aviators, grounded because of sudden attacks of temporary 
dimness or loss of sight, complained that their symptoms were 
much like those they had suffered when pulling out of a power 
dive. As the plane pulls out, tlu? pilot ‘1:)lacks out” because the 
sudden turn drains Idood out of the brain. ’^Fhe tissues are deprived 
of oxygen which they receive from the blood, and the blackout 
results. 

The anxieties of some of these young officers affected the nervas 
in much the same way as a power dive. The' result was a lack of 
oxygen for the retina, and a failure of vision. Readjustments in 
their assignments to give them relief from their current anxiety 
restored the sight of every one of them to normal. 

The mind s relation to the special senses of the body is not con¬ 
fined to the military. Civilians are people, too. There is apparently 
some connection between the senses and the emotion which stems 
from the fact that all experience is gained through the senses. This 
connection is a factor in the selection of one of the senses when a 
bodily disorder seems necessary for the relief of the mind. 

The same relationship leads many sufferers to attribute all sorts 
of pains and aches to the senses, usually to the eyes. Very wonder¬ 
ful apparent cures of diseases, ranging from migraine to paralysis 
have been credited to relief from eye strain. In reality, the fitting 
of glasses seems to have relieved emotional strain in many such 
cases. There is the case of a ten-year-old boy whose severe head¬ 
aches were believed due to astigmatism. He was fitted with glasses 
and the headaches disappeared. It was not until three years later 
when the boy, still free from headaches, was tested for new glasses 
that the truth came out. His lenses had been made so far off the 
prescription that he actually saw better without them than with 
them. What had happened to the headaches? Obviously they had 
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been removed by suggestion. The cause of the headaches was in 
the mind, not the eye;, and the suggestion that they were going 
to be relieved worked so far as the symptom was concerned. But 
a permanent cure would have depended upon getting at the cause 
as well. 

The existence of psychic factors in such apparently x^hysical eye 
trouble as near-sightedness has been indicated, too. The reason 
for myopia is a more than normally convex lens in the eyeball. But 
there ar(^ people in whom temporary or even permanent near¬ 
sightedness can be brought on by the workings of the mind. This 
psychic factor is especially plain in those whose vision is normal 
at times but lapses into myopia at others. Mere prescription of 
glasses will give some relief j^erhaps, but many also fix the condi¬ 
tion forever. Treatment of the victim as a person rather than as a 
lens may reveal the basic emotional factor, the reason why the 
body is selecting an ailment which tends to shut out everything 
except the immediate surroundings. The chain of reactions which, 
starting with this emotional factor, causes the involuntary muscles 
to twist the eyeball out of shape, falls aj;)art from mere exj)osure. 

§5 

The Roots of Evil 

There can be a good deal of danger in treating only the symptom 
at any time. This is particularly true of the “beloved symptom."’ 
Superficially it is enough for the victim of eye trouble to get glasses 
and see again. But he has little cause for rejoicing if unnecessary 
spectacles are forced upon him for life or if the emotional conflict 
turns itself into new bodily channels. There is no great medical 
victory in curing Miss S I’s welts if the young woman s psychic 
disturbance is going to drive her from a relatively minor ailment 
into, say, a serious heart disease. The physician must go to the 
root of the trouble, and his triumph is not complete until the root 
has been hacked out completely. Every gardener knows that it 
is much easier to mow weeds than to uproot them. But every gar¬ 
dener knows which is the sensible course in the long run, 
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“Let's see what made you do it? ” is an a])pioaeh to diseovering 
the roots of the trouble so that the trained physician will be 
enabled to get bis psychic gmb hook on them. 

The patient who prefers his illness to making a mistake' in busi¬ 
ness or in the home (diplomatic-cold type) c'an be handled more 
directly, treated more re)ughly than the patieait whe)S(' synipte)ins 
are clierislied in tlie hope* of inspiring anection e)r in re‘\'enge for 
missing it. But eveui for tlie first, a direct injunct iem to go back to 
work or relax in the hoine^ is no se:)lution. It is important for him to 
know why he was afraid of making a mistake or was uncoinlortablei 
in tiiese two powerful life adjustments. 

Often the' patient is not conscious e)f the family environment 
against which he is reacting, e)r he will ha\ e eovereel tlu' unpk'as- 
ant facts with a fantasy of harmonienis relationships whie:h it is 
necessary to penetrate. It is not unusual to have a patient start off 
with a story of kindly parents, only to have a picture of stern dis¬ 
cipline (keenly resented by the patiemt) emerge from later 
remarks. 

One boy of seventeen at first described liis mother as an easy¬ 
going person. But as he grew more interested in ('.xplaining him¬ 
self to the physician, lie told with unconcealed annoyance of her 
domestic tyranny. She kept liiin away from his favorite sports if 
he got poor marks or failed to come home at the exact lioiir she 
had set for his return. He complained of her harshness, lack of 
understanding, unreasonable punishments. Only cpiite a bit later 
did lie remark: 

“Did I say Mother was easygoing? Fm not quite sure that was 
quite the right word after all.'' 

With these patients more circumspection and careful evalua¬ 
tion of the recited history is needed in getting at th(^ basic cause 
of the “beloved symptom." Usually the unmasking of well- 
established but unfounded fantasies surprises the patient a good 
deal more than it does the physician. The patient easily mistakes 
the sham for the reality, while the well-trained physician knows 
thei'c is something there all the time. 

But the something may be missed in the routine handling of an 
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apparently prosaic case. That was what happened to a man who 
was bronglit to a Connecticut hospital with a ])rokeri leg. He said 
]\e had fallen off a train. There seemed nothing unusual eitlier in 
him or in his broken bone until just before his discharge a young 
physician, animated by curiosity and an interest in the psychic 
as])ects of all illness, engaged him in conversation. Only after the 
man had been drawn into a discussion of himself and his problems 
did he confess that he had not fallen; h(' had jumped. The corn- 
ph'xities of life, to his mind, could be solved not by a mere illness 
but only by suicide. 

To the young doctor, this suicidal tend(*ncy seemed to call for 
treatincait, for it is as much a disease as pneumonia. But when it 
was suggestc‘d to the chief of the hospital, that gentleman pooh- 
poohed th(' idea. 

‘TVe'vc done our job,” he said. “The man's leg is healed. That is 
what we’r(' here for. The rest is not our problem.” 

Now this hospital liead wa.s not a stupid bungler. He had a 
deserved reputation in his own field, but he resembled a good 
many medical men whose training has not brouglit them an appre¬ 
ciation of emotional factors in illness and whose imaginations are 
unequal to a flight into the unfamiliar. The paticait was discharged 
as cured. A wee‘k later a small item in the local papers chronicled 
the fact that he had becai killed in New York. He “jumped or fell,” 
as the journalistic phrase has it, from one of Manhattan's better- 
known skyscrapeas. 


§6 

Styles in Sickness 

One of the human traits which preserves color in life is individual 
taste. Fortunately not all women wear the same hats and gowns; 
not all men choose the same pattern in neckties and shirts. The 
reasons for any individual's tastes are a mysterious part of his per¬ 
sonality, modified by training. 

Similarly, given the psychic or even physical necessity for an 
illness, there is a stubborn individuality in the selection of a dis- 
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ease. Ev(‘ii when the disease itself is settled, the part of the body 
to he affected inay still be governed by unconscious choice. Why, 
for instance, does a gonorrheal infection settle in the joints of one 
person, in the tubes of another? Why, granted a tendency to blo(»d 
clots, do tlicy afflict one man in the legs, another in the heart, 
another in the brain? 

The answer appears to lie partly in the physical make-uj) of the 
individual and })artly in his behavior pattern. Faced with the 
inevitability of conflict in his own mind, first with his parents and 
then with his partner in marriage, he is likely to get diabetes. The 
irresponsible, relatively tmstable character witli a cavalier attitude 
toward family and sex and an impulse to be always up and doing 
tends under the same circumstances to have an ac'cident. The 
devotee of hard work and self-discipline in all phasc^s of life 
develops heart trouble. 

But there are otlier factors which govern the choice of a symp¬ 
tom. One is style. There is a tendency to acc^uire a disease which 
is fashionable or at least respectable. Hysteria, for example, was 
once a rather common plienomenon, es]:)ecially among women. 
Charcot, a famous French physician of the last c^entury, was the 
founder of a whole school of specialists in it, and gave his name 
to the disease. It is seen no more. It fell from favor because hys¬ 
teria has lost not only its claim to being a mark of sensibility, but 
even its badge of respectability. Nice girls just don't get fits of 
hysterics any more. 

Another element in the selection of a symptom is emotional con¬ 
tagion, Too often to be dismissed lightly as coincidence, the vic¬ 
tim of his own emotional need to acquire an ailment comes down 
with a disease from which he has seen others suffer. The man who 
has seen close relatives and friends stricken with heart disease, and 
has been frightened of it ever since, will have all the symptoms of 
it himself, although there may be no organic damage to his heart 
at all. In selecting his symptoms he has responded to his fears and 
the shocks of earlier experience. Of course, if he is allowed to con¬ 
tinue with the symptoms of his choice, the organic damage is likely 
to come along later. 
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A physician with whom 1 once worked offerc'd a fine example 
of how and why a symptom can be selected. He had a woman 
patient suffering from pains which were suggestive^ of appendi¬ 
citis, but there were good psychological reasons why slie should 
have just such symptoms without having anytliing the matter with 
her ap])endix. I'lie doctor was attempting to get at the cause of 
the trouble by psychoanalysis, but he could not get out of his mind 
tlie case of a colleague who once had a patient dic^ of a ruptured 
appendix while undergoing the same treatiru'ut. Finally he 
decided to break tlie rules of ])sychotherapy, which dictate hands 
off the patient during these discussions, and tapped the patient’s 
abdomen. Her reaction w^as such that he deeide^d not to wait for 
a blood count but to rush her to the hospital. There she w^as oper- 
at(^d upon immediately, but even so it w^as a ‘‘near miss,” for they 
had got her just in time. 

The patient was saved, but the doctor was not out of danger. 
The incident took place during the Christmas holidays, and w^hile 
it was still fresh in his mind, he had a long talk with his mother 
before proceeding to a family party, the first such holiday gather¬ 
ing since his father liad died. It was the anniversary of his death, 
too. His mother’s memory dw^clt upon a narrow escape her husband 
had had when he almost died of appendicitis. All in all, the doc¬ 
tor was not looking forward to the party with pleasure. 

In this state of mind he met another pliysician, whom he had 
invited to the party, at Grand Central Station. Suddenly lie w^as 
stricken with such severe abdominal pains that he could not con¬ 
ceal them from his friend. The description was just like appendi¬ 
citis, and the friend recommended an immediate operation. But 
the doctor hesitated. He began to think of what might have caused 
his pains, and being a thoroughly experienced man in his field he 
realized these three points: 

First, that w^orry over the narrow escape with his patient had 
given him the idea of appendicitis. Second, that his talk with his 
mother and the anniversary of his father’s death had strengthened 
the idea. Third, that his desire to avoid the family party altogether 
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had led to his unconscious wish to spend Christinas Day in the 
liospital. 

As soon as he had reasoned this out thoroughly, the pains left 
him. Tile two friends proceeded to the jiarty as selieduled, and 
the doctor felt fine the whole time. When Ik* returned to the city, 
iie was examined by another physician who confirmed his self- 
diagnosis that there was nothing wrong with his appendix. This 
man, thanks to his own experience in psychosomatic methods, 
had been able to remove his need of an illmxss just as llu* symp¬ 
toms began to appear. 

llie mind which selects an illness is not at all rc'lated to that 
fortunately rare state of emotional upheaval which leads the vic¬ 
tim to mutilate himself. The chooser of symptoms does not set out 
to get sick with malice aforethought. Then' must be* a rt‘al emo¬ 
tional need for illness first. Then on the borderline between the 
known and the forgotten, die choice of syni]:>lom will he made. 

Before it does permanent damage to the body, the emotional 
need for the illness must be removed. It can be done only if the 
victim first understands just what has ronsed the need and faces 
up to the situation. Self-understanding is not always tlic most 
pleasant thing in the world for anyone. But it may be worth the 
price. It may helj) to remove the cause along with the symptom. 
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The Doctor Looks at the Patient 


§1 

W iiKN TiiK young pliysician emerges from liis years of training to 
embark upon llie practice of bis profession in America, he finds 
tliat science has played him a rather shabby trick. For science has 
driven into rather rare holes and corners exactly those very dis¬ 
eases which science has taught the young physician how to cure 
most readily. 

He has a very sound, imposing body of knowledge about ty¬ 
phoid, scarlet fever and small pox. He is ready to diagnose them 
in a flash, and cure them almost as (piickly. The catch is that actual 
cases of typhoid, scarlet fever and small pox are not likely to enter 
his life very often. Instead, he will be called upon to deal with 
heart diseases and arthritis, about which he knows \ovy little 
because those who have taught him know very little thc'inst'lves. 

Actually this state of affairs, discouraging as it may seem to the 
young jffiysician on practical grounds, represents a major medical 
victory. The fact that his predecessors in medicine havc^ banished 
those causes of death which took the biggest toll only half a cen¬ 
tury ago is a triumph of which the profession is justly proud. But 
(like world wars) the conquests of science do not solve all our 
problems. Having mastered typhoid, we find that we have spared 
our patients only to have them fall victim to arthritis, heart disease 
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or cancer. We may be sure that when we finally achieve enough 
knowledge ol these illnesses to make that knowledge virtually use¬ 
less to a new practitioner, mankind will fall heir to some other 
ailment. 

The re siliency of the medical profession as a whole is evidenced 
by the fact that most physicians accept cheerfully the fact that 
very few people contract the diseases they know all about, while 
vei y many manage somehow to acquire those about which scien¬ 
tific information is most scanty. 

The young pliysician does not meet the sam(' kind of peo]:)]e, 
much less tlie same kind of diseases, that his elders encountered. 
The young })hysician meets people who are a great deal older, for 
one thing. Today almost 80 per cent of any general practitioner's 
patients are more dian fifty years old. In 1900 more than half would 
have been under forty. 

This change in the make-up of what may be called the patient 
population has been a long process, greatly accentuat(‘d in recent 
decades. When Shakespeare was a boy, the life expectancy of a 
new-born infant was four years. By 1900 it had b('come, in the 
United States at least, fifty-five for men and sixty for women. By 
1940 a male child could expect to live sixty-five years and a 
female child sixty-eight and one-half years. 

Naturally the whole population had become older. One hundred 
years ago, there were six times as many children under five as 
there \AX're adults over sixty-five. Today the two groups are about 
equal. One hundred years ago more than half the population was 
under twenty. Today only one-third are that young. 

Tins wholesome change has been brought about entirely by 
applying medical knowledge to the work of treating and protect¬ 
ing jieojile. But this achievement carries with it the responsibility 
for continuing the advance of medical progress so that the diseases 
which now baffle us will yield to treatment and prevention as have 
the dr(‘ad plagues of our ancestors. 

The combination of older patients and patients suffering from 
chronic diseases calls upon the physician for new techniques. For 
some years, the clironically ill have taken up about half tlie time 
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of all doctors in hospitals, and thrcc-fonrths of the lijne of their 
nurses. Now tlu'se arc what might be calk'd tlie ])sychosoniatic 
illnesses. They have to be treated with the best lal)oratory tech- 
ni(|ues and the best psychological techiikpies if any progress is to 
be made in reducing the enormous w^astage in human suflc'iing 
represt'nted by invalidism. While relativc'ly little is known about 
these illnesses, it is certain that emotional factors play an impor¬ 
tant often a d('terniining role. 

Even this much knowledge has been gained against substantial 
inertia within the medical profession. Middle-aged doctors can 
remember when most of their colleagues believed that a bodily 
ailment might well cause a state of hysteria so acute as to lead to 
STjicid(\ But they doubted that there was any reciprocity; tlu'y 
did not think that an emotional disturbance might cause a bodily 
disorder or be another manifestation of the same “real” ailment. 

In 1930, F. G. Crookshank, in an aptly tith'd article, “Organ- 
Jargon,” poked a little fun at these men who clung to tlieir views 
although as students they broke into a profuse perspiration before 
important examinations, or as young soldiers had actual experience 
of that looseness of the bowels which accompanies fear in battle. 

“I often wonder,” he added, “that some hard-boiled and ortho¬ 
dox clinician does not describe emotional weeping as a ‘new dis¬ 
ease,’ calling it paroxysmal lachryrnation, and suggesting treat¬ 
ment by belladonna, astringent local application, avoidance of 
sexual excess, tea, tobacco and alcohol, and a salt-free diet with 
restriction of fluid intake; proceeding, in the event of failure, to 
early removal of the tear-glands. This sounds, of course, ludicrous. 
But a good deal of contemporary medicine and surgery seems to 
me to be on much the same level.” 

§2 

Patients Are People 

Since Crookshank wrote those lines, an increasingly large number 
of medical men have taken the attitude that when they see a 
patient, they are looking at a human being. But the very humanity 
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of the patient can be confusing to the doctor. This shows itself 
in eases of men and women who often are regarded in hospitals 
as ‘hnodel patients.’’ They give no trouble, but they do not recover 
their health. They are the ones who are most likely to die or return 
later in a more scaious phase of their illness. By the standards of 
many o\'erworked attendants in these institutions, the model 
patient is this sort of a character: 

1. Keeps quiet and minds his owai business, thereby offering no 
disturbance to doctcir, i\urse or other patients. 

2. Carries out the* ph\ sieian's instructions to the letter and with¬ 
out embarrassing questions. 

3. RcTrains from asking for extra attentions. 

4. Sleeps, or at least remains quiet, all through the night. 

The doctor does well to take anothc'r look at such patients. With 
the bt'st intentions in the world, they may be hiding something 
and never be a\warc’ of (he fact. 

One of these supposedly well-adjusted patients was a woman of 
thirty-five who since she was ten years old had been a “model” 
sufferer from heart disease. She had been in tlu’ hospital thirteen 
timc‘s for cardiac breaks, and her reaction to treatment had earned 
her medical praise, “Jn view of the extent of cardiac damage, amaz¬ 
ingly untroubled by her condition, co-oxierativc, free from nervous¬ 
ness and worry.” 

Actually it turned out that her life experience—both physical 
and emotional—had been such that the only place she felt safe 
was in the hospital. She, therefore, fell into the ratluT familiar class 
of patients who welcome the illness which brings them to their 
favorite refuge. 

Th(i poor woman was by no means as free from nervousness and 
worry as her me(T- manner indicated. A number of circumstances, 
especially the facts that .she was an orphan and a girl, had com¬ 
bined to make her feel all her life that she was a useless and inferior 
creature. An older brother, who fostered this sentiment by bullying 
her, still had the power to terrify her simply by paying a visit to 
her bedside. In fact, she herself attributed the first attack of her 
illness twxnty-five years before to a fright for which he was respon- 
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sible. With this history, it was hardly surprising that she had 
deliberately eut herself off from all association with men, and that 
her heart did not resixmd very well to treatment. 

Sh(‘ was so badly adjusted, even to the hos])ital which she liked, 
that she freqiiently woke up in the night in a panic, although she 
would deny Jiaving dreamed anything. Fiirtiiennorc, every after¬ 
noon between one and two, her xmlse rate and blood ])r(‘ssure rose 
“iinaceountably/’ At le‘ast it was unaceoiintable until it developed 
that this iintroulded, ean'free patient actually wcait into a near 
irc'ii/y of fear just iKdore rounds in her ward, which took place at 
two o’clock. She knew she was being unreasonable', but she 
couldn't g('t away from the imj^ressioji tliat “all these doctors were 
going to do soiTK'thing terrible” to her. This she' never rcA ealed l)y 
word or rnannc'r until a ])liysician trained in the psychosomatic 
approach to illness exaniinc'd her. 

This sort of thing obviously calls for psychiatric treatment, but 
the doctors had been so beguiled by the apparent placidity of the 
patic'nt that they had never looked bekw tiu' surface', except with 
a large varit'ty of mechanicaJ ch'vices ranging frenn stethoscope to 
electric cardiogram. Yet even a superficial psychiatric contact 
benefit(‘d lu*r, while a sound treatment fifteen or twenty years 
earlier miglit have made all the difference in the wa)rld, l^oth in 
her illness and her life. 

In the course of any practice', a physician will encounter two 
types of patients who are most discouraging. One is the patient 
who makes him sick (lit<‘rally, not in any idiomatic sense of the 
word) from emotional contagion or irritation. The othc'r is tlie 
patient who aggravates the ph) sician's owms ailinc'nts by display¬ 
ing the same symptoms or by confounding int'dical wisdom by 
refusing to get well. 

The number of doctors who fall victims to their patients psycho- 
somatically is surprisingly large. Every teacher of physicians has 
seen a grcait many of them. As medical men, they turn out to be 
human, and as patients, they are just as much x^eople as anyone 
else. 

In view of this record, it is not surprising that most physicians, 
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coiitran^ to popular impression, do not yearn for the insoluble case, 
the paticait with a mysterious, lingering ailment, a baffling ilhiess 
with which they can experiment. 

§3 

The Ideal Tatient 

The ideal patient is not the meek patient, the silent patient or 
the helph\ss patient, but the patient who gets well. Furthi'rmore, 
he is the patient who co-operates with the pliysieian in the process, 
who behaves like an adult rather than a baby despite the tendency 
of illness to reduce all of us to children, who has the will to get 
well. 

Every physician has had experience f)f the patient whosc^ fierce 
desire to recover has seemed to defeat Death itself. Perhaps even 
more common are those other patients who succumb to appar¬ 
ently trifling ailments out of what seems sheer laziness. 

Uowev(^r, the most memorable of the patients who refuse to 
co-operate are not necessarily those whose diseases have a fatal 
outcome. Just as stubborn an example was a mason who at the 
bc'ginning of the depression was not only unemployed but consti¬ 
pated. I was able to help him, I thought, on both counts. I found 
him a job with a contractor who was remodeling a building, and 
I recommended some such light exercise as walking in order to 
relieve the constipation. 

Two days later this patient walked off the job indignantly. He 
was outraged because the boss had him working on the third floor 
and provided no elevator service. The fact that walking up and 
down two flights several times a day would be beneficial to his 
health was beside the point. He had his rights, and one of them 
was elevator service to the third floor. Probably another of them 
was the inalienable privilege of keeping his constipation. 

The ideal patient, for himself as well as for his doctor, is the one 
who can proceed down the road to health on his own two feet— 
with guidance but without having to be dragged or carried. The 
physician should not have to do the thinking for his patient. It is 
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true that he must begin by realizing just what it would be like to 
be such a person. But liis role is to help the patient get into condi¬ 
tion to think for himself. The patient's job is to do the thinking. 

Often we are inclined to credit patients with too little al)ility to 
solve their own emotional problems. The fact is that a healthy 
adult is his own best counsellor in this field. A sick adult is not. 

One of the most illuminating cases of this kind was that of a 
woman who appears in the office records as “Case No. H.F. 3.” 
When she was first referred for psychiatric treatment some years 
ago, she was thirty-nine years old and had bt'cn through eighteen 
years of invalidism, starting just after her marriage. Stomach and 
heart troubles had been her constant companions. She complained 
of pains all over, of nausea, dizziness, palpitations and general 
weakness. She walked with a cane for fear of falling. Two years 
of treatment in tlie hospital had left her with somewhat more 
startling and painful symptoms than those she had had on arrival. 
Co-operation from her tow'ard her own recovery was conspicu¬ 
ously absent. 

‘“Mrs. 3” had come to this country from Russia when she was 
eleven, and a year later had to find a job in order to help sup])ort 
a sick mother and father. By the time she was sixteen she had 
worked up from file clerk to private secretary, working hard at 
night school all the time, but at the cost of a good deal of emo¬ 
tional conflict. 

First of all, she was both ambitious and intelligent with a keen 
desire for a college education. This w^as denied her; in fact, she had 
not finished high school, and she harbored hot resentment against 
an older sister who might have but did not h(dp carry the family 
responsibility. She also r(\sented her parents for needing her help. 

Resentment was not allayed by the girl H.P.'s discovery of 
romance, for her parents forbade her to marry. The final touches 
to her inner conflict were furnished by some doubts as to her real 
love for tlie man. This led to a good deal of argument with him 
over their possible marriage as soon as she was old enough to dis¬ 
pense with parental consent. 
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“If only there had been someone to advise me! ’ she exclaimed 
in recalling (his period of her life. “1 was nearly crazy. I used to 
cry myself to sleep every night and woke up witli nightmare's, feel¬ 
ing sure 1 was going to marry the wrong man, and yet somehow 
I couldn't help it.” 

At twenty-one, she made the typical worst clioice of the evils 
which olfercd themselves to her. Sh(‘ married the man slie was not 
sure she lovc'd, and she cherished a feeling of guilt for having dis¬ 
obeyed and deserted her parents. To make up for it, she dt'cided to 
go on working for their support. 

However, as a girl H.P. had been completely unprepared for 
marriage. The reality of sexual relationships with a man about 
whom she had become quite disillusioned anyw^ay was a pro¬ 
foundly shocking experience. At the same time, h('r father inten¬ 
sified her feeling of guilt by undergoing a stomach operation. 
Young Mrs. 3 promptly reacted by developing such severe attacks 
of nausea that she had to give up her job. 

The psychosomatic nature of her illness seems plain enough 
today, but at the time a general phy.sician recomnu'nded preg¬ 
nancy as a likely cure for her indigestion. 

By this time, the young wdf(' had decided that her husband was 
not her social equal. Actually he made fun of her aspirations and 
her intellectual interests, so that she did not care to entertain her 
old fric'nds. The marital maladjustment w'as complete. In this 
atmosph(‘re, it would have been remarkable if the conception of 
a child had had any therapt'utic value. In fact, Mrs. 3 spent the 
whole nine months of her pregnancy in bed, generally nauseated, 
and at the end suffered a difficult labor and instruinental delivery. 

“I nearly died,” she said, and it is a fact that her attacks of nausea 
continued after her daughter was born. 

A year later Mrs. 3 had an appendectomy, followed shortly by 
an abortion. Her sentiments concerning the sexual act had not 
changed, and she had refused contraceptive advice because she 
thought that if she took it, her husband would have a good excuse 
to insist upon more frequent relations. After the abortion, the 
couple avoided intercourse altogether or the husband practiced 
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withdrawal. It is hardly surj)rising, thon, to learn tliat at this time 
ho b('gan to solace liimself with other women. Nor is it surprising 
tliat this conduct fin (lier angered his wife. 

Her years of invalidism passed slowly, varied by successive 
attempts at relief tlirougli Ethical Culture, Christian Science, 
Tlieosophy and Yogi. The little family generally was in poor finan¬ 
cial shape, their economic crises reaching a peak (along with mil¬ 
lions of others) in 1929. 

In 1930, when Mrs. 3 was thirty-seven, her father dic'd of the 
same stomacli disorder for which he had been operated at the time 
of her marriages Her mother, suffc*ring from hypertc'usion and 
angina pectoris, then camc' to live with her, whereupon Mrs. 3 
addl'd to her own stomach ulcer symptoms all the appearance of 
heart disease. The heart symptoms were intensified when the 
mother died six months before Mrs. 3 was first rc'ferred for 
psychiatric treatment. This event was followed by rc'ciirrent night¬ 
mares in which she saw her parents jumping out ol their graves. 
At one time, in describing these dreams, she said; 

“1 felt murderous, as if I could kill them, and 1 felt all day that 
if I picked up a knife I might kill.” 

Now all these years, it is obvious, no one had helpc^d this woman 
do any clear thinking for herself. On the contrary, her whole life 
experience was such that thinking was virtually impossible. She 
had no idea that rage and repre^ssed aggre^ssive tendencies were 
hidden in her, much less that they had anything to do with her 
long invalidism. The real meaning of her relationships to her 
j^arents was a closed book to her, although it became clear enough 
to the psychiatrist in the course of treatment that thc'se extended 
to incest wishers of which she was and remained ignorant. 

The treatment consisted of ten jDeriods of talk extending over 
two months. Naturally the earlier ones were devoted to bringing 
out the patient's history, but all were directed toward showing her 
the connection between her psychic and her somatic symptoms. It 
was during the seventh of these periods that she spoke spontane¬ 
ously of the practical problems she faced in readjusting her life 
on a healthy basis, saying: 
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"Wliellicr or not my marriage eigliteen years ago was a mistake, 
two courses are open to me; divorce and supporting myself and 
my daughter; or to see what I can do toward working out a satis- 
factoiy relationship with my husband. 1 have realized that all 
along, but 1 was loo sick to ihink about it * 

Here Mrs. 3 put her finger on the point which any doctor must 
bear in mind whenever lie looks at a patient. Illness prevents 
thought; at least it prevents healthy thought. 

During the next few years, Mrs. 3 proceeded to demonstrate 
that, with healthy thinking abilities restored, the pati(‘nt is her 
own best counsellor. Incidentally Mrs. 3 voluntarily sought advice 
on sexual hygiene. She gave up blaming her husband for all their 
troubles and set out to help him with his work. Since slie was a 
capable as well as an intelligent person, he got ahead raj^idly in 
business in sjntc of the depression (it was now^ 1932), and they 
were able to send their daughter to college. Her blood pressure, 
which had returned to normal at the close of treatment, stayed 
down. 

She has had no symptoms of any kind. After eighteen years of 
im^alidism and i)ain, tiie application of psychosomatic principles, 
wliich revc'aled the whole individual both to her doctor and to 
herself, was able to restore her to health and usefulness. She had 
been able to help Inaself; she saw her own needs once the physi¬ 
cian had torn away the distorting veils of illness. Incidentally, 
this was done witliout ever referring to her incest wishes or an 
Oedipus complex—words which, so far as I know, she has never 
heard in her life. 

Mrs. 3 was really cured and has continued as shock-proof as one 
would expect of any human being. After five years, her husband 
suffered some new financial reverses, and as a means of compen¬ 
sation ventured upon a new love affair. But his wife was able to go 
her way serenely, without any rise of blood pressure or palpita¬ 
tions, and without further psychiatric treatment. She once re¬ 
marked that if she had been able to have such treatment in her 
’teens, she probably would have married a different man. But, she 
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added, she had learned to accept life as it is. As a result, she has 
now been completely free from symptoms—pain, nausea, j)alpita- 
tions and the rest—for almost as long a time as she had previously 
suffered from them. 

Mrs. 3, ill short, has become the ideal patient; she got well. 


[ 53 ] 



[ CHAPTER V ] 


The Patiejit Looks at the Doctor 


n 

A SICKBED seldom gives (he best perspective on any prospect or 
problem. Most of us have acquirc'd tlie habit of appraising our 
fellow-men from an upright position; we are likely to get a rather 
distorted impression of them if we are lying flat on our backs. When 
we look at our doctor, tliereforc, we may see him clearly enough, 
but from the wrong angle. 

It is in the very nature of illness that it impels the individual 
back toward his childhood, and even b(?yond. This is especially 
true of his emotional reactions. He wants to be taken care of, to 
have the burden of decisions taken from his .shoulders, to be pro¬ 
tected and cherished and disciplined. In many ways, this is a help¬ 
ful feeling because the sick are seldom in the best frame of mind 
to make decisions, and they need the care they crave—or at least 
some of it. 

But with the return to childhood’s happy dependence goes a 
return to other infantile qualities, not all of which are of benefit 
to his progress toward health. The patient tends to assume the 
attitude, readily recognizable as a throwback to childish habits, 
that it is great fun to trick the good doctor or to annoy him with 
invented symptoms, evasions of medicine or other treatments, the 
relation of circumstantial but highly fanciful experiences. 
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Adults arc a good deal more plausible? in tlicse tricks than babies, 
so they are correspondingly more difficult to detect. Children 
delight in doing this sort of thing to the best-loved parent or nurse. 
Tlic triumphs of babyhood c onsist of the successful perpetration of 
such miseliic^f. Similar pranks arc the triumphs of invalidism, and 
for souiew'hat the same reascnis. The competcait physician may well 
](^t the patic'iit ai)])car to “get away’" with them, just as the com¬ 
petent parent may not invariably disaj)point or punish th(' child 
by exposing his tricks. The (pu\stion in both cas(‘S is whether there 
is danger in permitting the prank to go unnotic'cd. 

Of course stern ])miitivt* measurers are not necessary. Often, even 
with a ehikl, a friimdly discussion will relieve a great deal of the 
anxiet)' wdiich prompts the mischicT. The approach may well be 
some sueli calm and simple inquiry as; 

“Why did you play this joke on me?” or *‘Why did you do this to 
yours(*lf?’" or “Why did you want to do it?” 

In asking this, whc'lher of child or adult, the physician should 
be careful to eseh(*w the rok? of judge. Most people find it an easy 
part to play, but medical practitioners should be careful to keep 
the temptation bc'hind them. As A. P. Ih'rbert points out in one 
of his penc'trating little essays, “Why Is the Coroner? " they are not 
well cjualified by training or experiemex' for the fine subtleties of 
the judicial bencdi. Judges are supi)osed to presume the innocence 
of people who appcxir before them. But a medical man, says Mr. 
Herbert, “by professional habit, assumes tliat all those who come 
before him have something wTong with them.” Tlu' essayist de¬ 
plores this habit in a judge, but by the same token there are judicial 
habits which ill become the phvsician. A prescription should not 
be handed down like a sentence in court. 

In the sort of case where the patient has been indulging in tricks 
which should be corrected, he should be his owm judge. His ver¬ 
dicts will be quite severe enougli. In fact, the physician will find 
his own share in the proceedings limited to liglitening the self- 
imposed sentences. Only on rare occasions will he wish to admin¬ 
ister any kind of rebuke. 

However, the physician s temper may frequently be tried quite 
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as much and in the same way as the parent’s. For a busy man, 
perhaps, there is nothing quite so exasperating as the patient who 
will invent a (juite elaborate set of lies apparently for no other 
reason than to learn if the doctor is bright enough to see through 
them. There was a Negro patient who went to the trouble of paint¬ 
ing one side of his chest with iodine before he went to the clinic, 
and then complained of a great x^ain on that sid('. 

‘\Sani,” said the doctor after examining him, ‘T don't know why 
you have x^ain there. The real tioubJe is on the other side.” 

''Yes,” Sam agreed cheerfully, “I know it, but I wanted to see if 
you did.” 

Such tricks may not do serious harm in cases of illness which 
can be diagnosed readily, but there are patients who die as a result 
of their lies or come close to dying if no one takes the trouble to 
elicit the rc'al facts. The lies are not always told in a spirit of mis- 
clu’ef or fun by any means. Frecpiently they are meant in the nature 
of a test for the xdiysician in all seriousness or because of shame 
or—in the case of information withheld, which is one of the most 
insidious forms—because it is considered of no interest. 

Mrs. X was a good example of the harm a x^atient can do to her¬ 
self by trying to fool the doctor. In giving her medical history on 
admission to the hosxiitak she said that both her parents had died 
of heart trouble. She herself had a cardiac ailment. She failed sig¬ 
nally to respond to treatment, and was going rax^idly down hill 
when she hax^x^^^^^‘^1 have a conversation with a xdiysician who 
had had training in the psychosomatic ajiproach to such cases. To 
him she confessed that she had lied because she didn’t want the 
doctors to know about her parents. Both actually were still alive 
and hearty, hut the father was in x^rison and the mother a constant 
source of irritation to her daughter. Before Mrs. X could respond 
to any kind of treatment she had to be relieved of some of her 
tension, rage and .shame about her parents. 

Like many other x^atients she could have saved the staff the extra 
trouble of ferreting out this information. In fact, patients who 
indulge in this sort of deception may find that the doctor has not 
the time nor the training to unravel truth from fiction. The patient 
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who wants to get well is taking unnecessary risks by withholding 
or distorting facts. Even when he looks upon the doctor as in loco 
parentis, lie would do well to avoid filial trickery. 

The tendency of patients to create a sort of synthetic parent- 
child relationship between themselvc^s and the doctor can be of 
iininensc help to th(' pliysician who knows how to learn from it. 
When he has that knowledge, he may be praised for an admirable 
“bedside manner” or he may be “given hell.” In either case, he 
justly counts it as one of the important parts of his equipment for 
treating people successfully. 


§2 

Bedside Manner 

A "‘bfoside manner’’ was one of the first formulae for effecting 
cures which mankind was able to learn. Physicians worked won¬ 
ders with it in bygone ages when it was the only real weapon they 
had with which to combat disease. Of the actual illness they may 
have known nothing and guessed fantastically wrong. But their 
“bedside manner” was of distinct help to their patients. It offset 
much of the harm they did with prescriptions of pearls ground up 
in wine or the dried skin of toads or the hair of animals caught 
at the witching hour of midnight. 

In those days, the wonder-worker was more akin to a god than 
to a parent. But the lessc'r role suffices today. When an ability to 
assume the role of parent to the sick and therefore temporarily 
childish is reinforced by some understanding of the sick person’s 
past life, it is particularly effective. Here lies the advantage of 
the family doctor, especially the family doctor in a relatively small 
community. 

Such a physician is familiar with the background of his patients, 
and in intimate detail if they are young enough to have had him in 
attendance since their birth. He knows why Mary doesn’t eat liver 
and can’t digest eggs. He knows that John has an unreasonably 
strong desire to prove to his mother that he can take better care of 
her than his father did. He knows that the banker’s lady and the 
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porters wife shared a fear of pregnancy and a distaste for the 
children they bore. lie knows all about the girl whose future was 
marred by the experience summed up in litT mother's petulant cry, 
‘Take that brat away. I hate it! I hate it!’* 

Knowledge (’)f this sort is essential to medical treatment if the 
patient is to acViieve good health. The family doctor in his daily 
rounds has absorbed a great deal of it w ithout actually bc'ing con¬ 
scious of it. The same knowdedge can cm(Tg(' only by painstaking 
and careful work in the clinic or tlie consulting room where the 
patient is encountered as a stranger. 

At the same time', tlu‘ family doctor labors under soni(‘ disadvan- 
tag(‘s-ihe d( fects of his qualitkrs, so to speak. This will ap]>('ar 
esi^ecially in his contacts with the younger p('opU‘ of tlie com¬ 
munity, for they will tend to be afraid of the v('ry knowie dge which 
should enable him to help them. They ar{‘ often uncomfortably 
aware of his omniscience and his friendly relations with th(ir 
elders. They may well b(' afraid of him for what he Ijas been told 
or w'hat he might tell. Whether these fears are groundless or not, 
the damage lies in their mere existence. 

The same individual will often laweal freely and t'asily to a 
strang(T secrets wiiich would be hidden tcaiaciously from the most 
trusted friend—and the family doctor frc'quently is that trusted 
friend. If the stranger is a physician trained in the psychosomatic 
approach to his problem and skilled in the application of Ins tech- 
ni(|ues, he will soon find himself in poss(»ssion of all the information 
about early experitaicc^ and environment which the family doctor 
has accumulated by first-hand observation over the years. 

The techni(|ue, however, must be learned, and it must be learned 
largely by expc‘rienc(\ The elements of it may be imparted in the 
classroom, but the application comes with practice, like anything 
else. There is method in the apparent casualness with which the 
experienced physician guides the talk with his patient. The passion 
for exact records, which can be satisfied by nothing less than taking 
copious notes while the interview proceeds, defeats the purpose of 
die conversation. The patient, who should feel that he is being 
treated as a person, begins to feel like a bug pinned down for zo- 
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ological examination. This feeling will persist even if he is the sort 
of fellow wliose surface mind would b(‘ inclined to resent the im¬ 
plied casualness with whic:h his words are treated if the note-taking 
is omitted. Under the compulsion of the flying pencil, he will react 
just like the bug, s(}uirming away from the probe. But skilfully 
handled, he will find hims(df saying: 

“Why, Doctor, I don’t know why J told you all this. It must have 
bc^en on my mind l)ut nobody asked me about it.” 

When a patient looks at his doc‘toi, he is seeking help in a prob¬ 
lem which is more (liari commonly puzzling to him. He may or may 
not have his own ideas as to what ails him and what ought to be 
done about it, but his primary purpose is to get well. This is true 
of patients who start out by attempting to liave themselves kept 
sick. Therefort*, the jnitient wants to see in his doctor the man or 
wa)man who can make him well. Furthermore, he is quite 
understandably ready to quote Scripture for his own end: “Phy.si- 
cian, heal tliyself!” Patients rapidly lose confidence in the practi¬ 
tioner who becomes sick himself eith('r emotionally or physically 
unless the illness makes the doctor easier to exploit for the patient’s 
own purposes. 

Patients naturally like the physician who inspires confidence in 
his ability to cure. However, the bedside manner becomes effective 
only if it is backed by the ability to understand that particular 
patient as a human being. It is for better techniques of understand¬ 
ing that the i)sychosomatic approach to disease is striving. 

§3 

The Ideal Physician 

Fortunately for physicians (who also are people), about the 
only cpiality patients agree upon as altogether desirable is ability 
to cure. This enables all sorts of physicians to win and hold a prac¬ 
tice. Some patients in describing the ideal doctor put empha.sis 
upon his reputation for skill and knowledge. Others are primarily 
conccTiied that he display an absorbing interest in their own par¬ 
ticular case. Others will hail him as a great man if he satisfies their 
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demand lor protection and loving care. Still others will be most 
iinpr(\ssed by the weary, care-worn manner of the pliysician who 
is giving too much of his strength to his job. And fimilly there are 
those patients who consign their health and well-being most con¬ 
fidently to the physician vvliose air of infallibility makes them feel 
themselves in the presence of a superior being. 

Tlaae are indications that certain of these attitudes tend to 
associate themselves with certain diseases. For example. Dr. Jur¬ 
gen Rnesch reports that the general population of the country 
seems to rate highest the physician who gives his patients the truth 
about their ailments and the physician who impresses them with 
his authority. On the other hand, says Dr. Rueseh, ulcer patients 
prefer the X3hysician who satisfies their need for affection and 
encouragement, or the one who gives an impression of noble 
benevolence. Such a person tends to soothe the special emotional 
coivffict which is the basis of ulcer formation. 

For a good many x^atients, the search for the ideal doctor may 
never (md. The *‘Mrs. 3” of the previous chax^ter had visited some 
twenty physicians and all the big clinics in New York in the course 
of her eighteen years of invalidism. Apparently none of them had 
won her lasting confidence, and certainly she did not start out on 
her course of psychiatric treatment with any belief that the 
psychiatrist was the answer to her problem. In fact, the first session 
was devoted to overcoming her loudly vocal anger at bedng re¬ 
ferred to a psychiatrist at all. She walked up and down, alternately 
weexung and shouting, her hair in wild disorder. The burden of 
her tears and her screams was that the doctors must have given 
her UX3 altogether or w'ere refusing to take her seriously if they had 
turned her over to psychiatry. 

This is a fairly common reaction. The theory of these patients 
and of many of their relatives (and perhax^s of some physicians) 
is that mental and emotional upsets are trivial outbreaks, largely 
imaginary and relatively harmless, or else rather shameful and 
hox)eless exhibitions of complete collapse. “Mrs. 3” obviously 
believed that reference to a psychiatrist was just an excuse to get 
her out of the hair of more comxietent and imx^ortant doctors. She 

[ 60 ] 



The Patient Looks at the Doctor 

was justifiably indip!;iiant when she became convinced that her 
attendants thought her suffering was imaginary. A pain is a pain, 
and it hurts just as much whether it be caused by an emotion or a 
club, a fear or a poison. 

Ill wandering from office to office, from hospital to clinic, always 
in search of the ideal physician, many patients will withhold the 
clue which might lead to a cure. They will cherish secretly a con¬ 
siderable contempt for th(‘ deluded professional man who fails to 
understand them, but they will not help him or themselves to 
achieve understanding. 

They will talk at length of their bodily aches and pains, old and 
new. They will describe physical symptoms with gusto and in 
detail. They will remember the illnesses of their childhcx)d much 
further back than they can remember pleasant happenings. They 
will volunteer all sorts of information about headaches, belly¬ 
aches, chills, fevers, palpitations and so on down a long list. But 
not a word about emotional shocks or fears. And if the physician 
asks about tliese matters in too pointed a manner, he is more than 
likely to reap nothing but a harvest of lies for his pains. They may 
not be conscious lies, either. 

At one of the hospitals where I conducted a series of psycho¬ 
somatic studies a f('w years ago, there was a diabetic patient 
named Rose who had been treated unsuccessfully for seven years. 
She had develo])c*d in the meantime some pains which were diag¬ 
nosed as diabetic neuritis. She also cornplainc'd of dizziness, head¬ 
aches and numbness. So far as the hospital staff could make out 
from what she had told them, she was a happily married woman 
of forty-three with three lovely eliildren, an attentive husband 
and no special worries. 

The physician who had most recently failed to help her was a 
woman who was distinguished by what seemed to Rose to be an 
extremely motherly attitude. It turned out that Rose had a deep- 
rooted hatred for her own mother, a complaining and exacting 
woman. Upon her absent head Rose heaped a good deal of the 
blame for all her own troubles-^from her very name of Rose, which 
she detested, to the fact that she had been obliged to leave school 
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after her elementary education and had thercdiy ht'CTi deprived 
of realizing her life ambition of bt'eomiiig a teacher. ih)se was in¬ 
telligent and had a ]>rofonnd resp(‘Cl for intc'lligenee in others. She 
had reached the conclusion that annoyance, rag(" and fear caused 
more sugar in her blood than potatoes, candy and ice cream— 
hence the impression in the hospital that she was unco-opta ativc. 

“But of course I couldn't tc'll the doctors/’ she confided to me 
once confidence had been established, “because they couldn’t 
understand.” 

They might have understood much b(‘ttcr, however, if Rose’s 
reaction to the mothcTly type of physician had not kept her from 
explaining some of th(‘ facts which she told me* later. One of the 
important ones was that she was not too fond of moth('vhood her¬ 
self, espc'cially sinc(' her son was disappointing lu'r dream of 
making a brilliant teacher out of him. Anothf'r important but un¬ 
revealed fact that was that her husband’s dc‘sire to be made com¬ 
fortable and his lack of ambition, which were qualities entirely 
different from those of her own admired father, angered her con¬ 
stantly. And finally, .she admitR^d, she was not really the kind of 
woman to be calm in the face of adversity, although she fought to 
rc’press her feelings at no matter what cost. But her attitude to¬ 
ward the other physicians had prevented them from knowing all 
this, or even that she had discovered what she thought to be the 
futility of her diet. She wanted this concealed from them, saying: 

“They are very nice to me and I like to come to see them once in 
a while just to chat.” 

The differences bc'twecn her chats with them and her chats with 
me was that I fulfilled her particular ideal of a doctor more nearly 
than the others. For one thing, I was a teacher as well as a physi¬ 
cian and she had always want(*d to be that. For anothcT, I did not 
give her orders or treat her as a child the way her inoth('r had done. 
Toward the end of our first interview, in which sIk' had relieved 
herself of many pent-up grievances, she was surprised at her own 
frankness, and told me: 

“I ought to be very mad at you, but I guess I feel much better.” 

“You’re much less stiff,” I observed, referring to the tenseness 
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wln'cli had l)cen so cs\aii:i;crat<:‘(l that sIk* said she couldn’t bear to 
Ix'ikI her el!)ow, “How about the pain?” 

“It isn’t there any more?' she replied in obvious amazement. ‘1 
feel as if 1 C'ould walk better. Ikahaps you were really right about 
its n\aki!ig me slift.” 

It was fdain at tliis first int('rvie\v that bose was deeply in- 
fliuaic'ed by what shi' saw' in lier ])hysic'ians, as most patients are. 
Tlu' otlier w'oinan doc'tor w'ould ha\ e liad just the right personality 
for a di(l(‘i‘ent type ol patient—one who wais looking for iiiaternal 
care in his (\seaj:)e back to ehildliood—])ut Rose said of Iut: 

“Sh(' was too Inisy to be iuleiesled in me, and she tried to take 
care ol me like a mollier instead of talking to nu^ like an ccpial as 
you do.” 

Ihx'ansc of what she saw% or thought slu' saw\ or wais persuaded 
into thiihing slie saw in rue as a insychiatrist. Rose waas able to talk 
frec'ly, to co-operate w illingly in treatment, and to improve grc'atly 
in health dtsspite the fact that she could not esea])e from the 
family en\ ironment w'hich had done so much to induce the onset 
of her disease. But, as has so often been tlu* cas(', psychosomatic 
treatriKuit which included an undcTstanding of her emotional and 
personality difficulties hel]')(‘d her to combat them successfully. 

Relatively superficial ]')sychotluTa])y"~tw elve interview's in five 
months—enabled h(’r to understand wdiy her psycliic disturbances 
led to tension, suffering and increasingly severe diabetic symp¬ 
toms. As a rt\sult, Iut various cardiac pains, her headaches, her 
sensations ol 7mmbness and dizziness disappeared. Slie lost weight, 
which had been oik' of the goals of her other physicians for years, 
and her diabetes improv(‘d markedly. 

The case of Rose is far from um'ciue. Patients tend to look for a 
physician more or less in their own image, at least in what they 
believer to be their own image. Rose, for example, identified me 
with th(? career and j)('isonalily slu' had wanted for lua'self. 

This quality in patieaits can be valuable aid to the physician in 
making a psychosomatic diagnosis, especially if he has a reason¬ 
ably dispassionate understanding of his owm personality. After 
some experience of how those* jieople who are patients react to 
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contact witli him, he is able to appraise* th(‘ attitudes of new 
patients as the^y are ex}X)sed to him. Their variation or likeness to 
what lie has found to be “normar' are guide's to treatment. The^y 
may look at him anei see tlieir ieleal or a lieirrid resemblance to 
someone they have hated. He loeiks at thean and sees tlie way to 
be'tter health feir them. 
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§1 

Two MEN lay side by side in the hospital ward, both advanced 
stages of cardiovascular disease. The seriousness of their con¬ 
dition is typical of hospital cases, since these victims generally 
do not arrive' for anything they or their physicians regard as trivial. 
They wait until they require major treatment of some kind, and 
congratulate themselves upon their fortitude in holding out so 
long. They might have been cured easily at an earlier stage, but 
would not have showed so much courage. The two lying side by 
side w'ere rather extreme examples. Each was pathetically eager 
to get well. Each watched the physician breathlessly during his 
examination. Each spoke his uppermost thought at the end. 

"It’s up to you now. Doc,” said one. 

"I’ve got to do something to get well,” said the other. 

These patients were on opposite horns of a common dilemma. 
They were not quite sure of what their own role sliould be in 
working out their restoration to health. They had similar past 
histories and similar symptoms, which probably resulted in the 
acquisition of essentially the same disease. The personality of the 
first, however, was not so well integrated as that of the second. 
The result was that the response of the first to treatment was to 
leave it all to tlie doctor. The response of the other was: wdiat can 
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1 do to get well? The first died, the second recovered, although 
laboratory tests and clinical examinations failed to show any real 
dillerc'nce. 

Ordinal ily persons with a given disease will respond in a given 
wa\. d liis does not happen because one disease* has one* effect 
one indiN idual wliile anotlier dis(*ase wouUl have a (iiiieic*nt 
effect. It is rattier because tlie indivddnal s emotional (’\{)(*ri(*ne(.‘ 
and eonstitnlion are likc'ly to l(*ad to one dist'ase ratlier than <m- 
other. Thus in geiUTal, patients with coronary disease* are at¬ 
tracted by th(^ authoritarian physician and they will adopt a 
submissive attitude toward liim. With redief and gladnc'ss, they 
put themselves in his hands, liappy to transfc*r responsibility to 
what they be lieve are broader shoiilde*rs. 

Tile typical fracture patient, on the other hand (at least the one 
who make's a habit of accidents) wants to maintain his own free¬ 
dom of action, lie will rese'iit the doinine*ering appre:)ac]i which the 
sufferer from heart disease welcomes. 

Tlie patient who \N'ants to leave everything to liis pliysician 
will have in his rniiurs eye a tall, imposing figure with well- 
brushed gray liair. a goatee and piercing eyes behind polished 
lenses of glass. If the actual physieiau on the case cannot conform 
to this physical jiri'scription, he need not necessarily resort to a 
wig and spectacles, lie* may aehie^^e the same res])(?ct if he is 
known to have a long string of degrees after his name, or is recog¬ 
nized osti'iitatioLisly as a notable expea t, or can speak in an impres¬ 
sive manner on some of the more technical aspc^cts of the case 
which are completely beyond the patient’s understanding or gives 
orders with a note of aulhority. Of course, behind whatever facade 
he may elioose or be able to assume for the occasion in order to 
meet his patient’s need to be impressed, there must lie a solid 
understanding of the ease at hand. There must also he the ability 
and experienci' to treat it successfully. 

The typical fracture patient does not react very well to this ap¬ 
proach. He will be more likely to respond to the physician with 
an informal manner, colloquial talk and ordinary dress. In making 
a psychosomatic diagnosis of the ease, the physician will find this 
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typo of patieiit moro difficult to draw out than his coronary 
brotlu'r. TrcatincMit may not be any more difTicnlt, but it will take 
lone;er to (\stablish the back<^round against which the treatment 
must \)v prescribed. 

Patients who exj)e(‘t the physician to do ('verythiiig for them 
frequently handicap themselves by encouraging the removal of 
their symptoms without any attack being mad(^ u])on the root of 
the malady. Patients who want to do the whoh' job themselves 
may prevent tlu' phv sician from giving them the help which only 
medical training and skill can provide. 

Both typt's are obvious cases for which psychosomatic treat¬ 
ment is indicated, "lliey must be shown how their (anolional 
attitud(\s affect their l)odily ailments before any rt'al disposition 
of their basic trouble can bt' made*. No matter which horn of the 
dikanma has impaled them, tliey are.* where they are partly be¬ 
cause* they have never made inne'r peace with authority. "Fheir 
emotional conflicts with parents, teachers or employers have been 
far beyond the'ir own powers e)f adjustmcait. The*y liave been un¬ 
able to e'stabli.sh a strong, healthy, disciidined relationship with 
whatever the most immediate authority in their liv(*s may be. 

In the case of the patient who wants to do the complete job of 
restoration for himself, this maladjustment manifests itself in a 
rebellious altitude. This patient wants to go his own way. Oftt'ii 
he turns out to have be(m the product of a stern upbringing in a 
household where the rule was severe punishments for minor in¬ 
fractions of the family code. He had a tendency to regard the 
bodily injury or ailment from which he is suffering as a punish¬ 
ment for disobedience. But he remains noticeably lacking in any 
desire to respect authority after he is cured. 

In the case of the patient who puts the whole burden upon his 
physician, the apparently oi^positc maladjustment reflects a life¬ 
time habit of yielding to parents, .spouse, children and associates. 
The patient wants to be told what to do and when and how. Why 
is not so important to him. He may feel that this attitude displays 
some sort of innate weakness of character, but he will make no 
effort to overcome that weakness. People who know him well 
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enougli will say that he has a weak backbone or that he is a jelly¬ 
fish. 

To th('nis(!lves, th(‘y fref{ueiitly make up for their submissive 
state' by being nasty to anyone who helps them. They may wail, 
or may shoc;k somebody. If they can make their doctor so im- 
patient that they have to go to another one, or if they can get the 
doctor sick or bored, they feel that they have scored a real triumph. 
The reason foj* this is that they themselves are sick and bored, and 
they want the doctor to feel what they feel. Tliis is an attitude 
which is found with special frequency among sufferers Iroin ulcer 
and colitis. When they have the jell) fish pc'rsonalily, it does not 
mean that they are always perfectly flaccid arid harmless, for 
they are not. The jellyfish that stings is still a jellyfish. And the 
sting can be mighty painful. 


§2 

Overpowered 

Onk of the common escapes for people who have a deep-seated 
emotional conflict with authority~any authority—is to try to 
emulate the person to whose power they submit. Another way is 
to avoid exposure to authority. Neither method is an escape from 
illness, however much it may be a trial to the family, boss or 
friends. Nc'ither emulation nor escaiie will solve the basic conflict. 

Theresa M. tried the first way. The oldest of thiee children, she 
was obviously fond of her brother and not very much interested 
in her sister, attitudes which seemed to be reciprocated. Her 
father liad died when she was five, and she had been reared by 
her mother, who was strict and positive, and by her grandmother, 
who was affectionate and comforting. Theresa was fond of ath¬ 
letics, liked the attention of boys, dreamed about having nice 
clothes and taking trips. She tried to please everybody, and took 
a good deal of pains to have people like her. 

Her home life she described at first as x^lcasantly happy with 
her brother devoted to her, her grandmother kind, her mother 
good but strict. In the middle of Theresa s adolescence, Mrs. M. 

[ 68 ] 



The Patient’s Dilcmtna 

had married again, and ihe girl described her stepfather as “a 
nice man.” She made a face, tliongh, when she said it. She re¬ 
peated the grimace every time she mentioned him, and finally 
remarked: 

“1 really don’t mind him at all now. He doc'sn’t bother me. My 
mother likes him, so I like him.’’ 

As the story of her lif(‘ emerged in more d('tail, it became ap¬ 
parent that the girl had always tried to do as lu'r mother told her 
and be what she thought her mother was, regardless oi lier own 
character and inclinations. She even tried to bt' gratc'fnl and no 
doubt thought she was, but she described hca* relationship to her 
parent in th('se words: 

“She is good and very strict. But when I see what happens to 
other girls, the way they’re brought up, I guess I should be glad 
of it. Mother belicna's you should get up early and work hard.” 

Theresa did not say, it should be noted, that she really was 
glad her mother was so strict, nor that she shared Mrs. M.’s pas¬ 
sion for early rising and hard work. Further evidence of a very 
real hostility to her mother was not long in developing, although 
tlie girl did not realize it. She accepted her stepfather with ob¬ 
vious reluctance only because her mother liked him. She gave 
up sports and games to take a job as nursemaid aftc'r school be¬ 
cause her mother believed in work, and doubtless because the 
family needed the financial help of her small earnings. During her 
last year in high school she had grown fond of her studies and of 
school life, but her mother did not want her to continue her edu¬ 
cation, so she went to work. 

“If I could go back to school, maybe I would make some 
friends,” the girl said on one occasion rather wistfully. 

ThrTesa had even conformed her sc.\ life to her mother’s ideas 
and prejudices. The only information Mrs. M. thought her daugh¬ 
ter needed about the facts of menstruation and sc.\ was that she 
did not need to worry and the imj^ortaiit thing was to keep away 
from boys. When Theresa expressed a desire for children, her 
mother assured her she would have plenty when slic was married 
and that then she wouldn’t want them. 
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I doiri l)C'li('vo Ikt/' the ^irl addc'cl in one of her few open 
contradic'tions of a maternal dictum. "1 like children/’ 

Perhaps tlic most submissive of Tluaesa’s actions, and one 
which gave rise to much of her strongly repressed liostility, was 
rc\'('alcd wlicn she said: 

“1 had two boy friends, but Mother says they arc’ no good as 
friends, so I have given up all that stuff. 1 am always dreaming 
about pi’ctty clothes, but 1 guess it s silly. You can mak<^ people like 
you without them.” 

The constant repetition of “Mother says” and “Mother taught 
me” and “Mcffher believes” shows that in finding herself in that 
common patient dilemma of a conflict with authorily, Thcrc^sa had 
chosen the submissive, emulating role. She developed an acute 
rheumatic hc'art trouble’, and there could be no doubt that it was 
linked directly to her emotional conflict. 


No Escape 

What if she had chosen the other horn of the dilemma, the avoid¬ 
ance of authority? Edward D. was an example of what might well 
have liappc'iicd to her. He, too, was on the surface devoted to his 
mother but admitted to constant friction in relation to his father, 
lie had two attacks of rheumatic fever, one when he was elewen 
and the’ othca* wdien he was seventeen. In between he had been 
extremely busy avoiding authority. 

He admired his mother and wanted to be like hen*, but had not 
made Thcrc'sa’s effort to do so. He dodged authority at school by 
the sirn]de expedient of quitting when he was sixteen, and them 
commenced a round of leaving jobs. He left his first as a newspaper 
boy to go to work on his grandfather’s farm, but could not get 
along with his grandfather. He returned to the city and went to 
work in a restaurant. A short time later he ciuit again, saying he 
was in danger of being fired because he broke so many dishes. He 
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decid(‘cl to go to a school for diaital iiK'dianics but discovered tliat 
his failure to finish high school disejualified him. lJiiaf)le to decide 
what to do TK^xt, he had his second attack of rheumatic fever. 

Wlien he was recii]U*rating in th(' hospital he did a good deal of 
thinking about himiself, ai\d decided he ought to get a ‘respon¬ 
sible position.” His brother-in-law, assistant manager of a cafeteria, 
sceinc'd to be a desirable i)erson to ('inulalc, and Eddie said of 
himself later: 

“At first I was so sic k I thought I was dc'ad, and when 1 became 
conscious again and began to get bettcT it seemed as it I was a 
differcHil p('rson.” 

Ilis eninlation was now of someone in authority, but his effort 
to remodel himself without help faik'd miserably. In a year the 
boy was back in the hosjutal, his rheumatic heart condition so 
much worse in that time t})at tlie medical note on his case contains 
th(' following sentence: 

“It is difficult to see how this cardiac lesion could have pro- 
grcssc'd to the prc'scait point since then.’’ 

To the psychiatrist who entered the case at this time*, Eddie's 
heart ]')r(*sented no such difficulty. It was obvious that his attempt 
to shift from his formc'i* role of avoidance of authority to one of 
responsibility was a failure b(x:ause he did not know what really 
troubled him. Anxic'ty over his inability to get along in eitluT role 
had involvc'd his heart to an extent which surprised the other 
physicians. Relativc'ly brief psychiatric trc'atmc'iit enabled Eddie 
to understand what luevented him from assuming responsibilities. 
Knowledge cnabk*d him to overcome the then relatively slight 
obstacles to an emotional adjustment, and for several years the 
young man was in good hc'alth. His heart disease disappeared. He 
got a job as a sak\sman and lield it for three years, when he was 
appoint<:‘d a manager and realized one of his youthful ambitions. 
But after a time the psychiatrist received this letter: 

“1 was under your care five years ago and due to your talks with 
me I improved rapidly. About a year ago I began to notice a 
change in myself which 1 did not like. ... I called you about a 
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iiionlh ago to arrange lor an appointment. 1 didn't go through 
with it because J thought I could help myself. 1 would appreciate 
S(?eiiig >ou soon.'' 

Eddie’s personality conflicts had become more diflicult with the 
years, lie had matured a good deal, but he had been unable to 
bre‘ak away from his mother l)ecause “it would break Mother’s 
heart" if 1 k‘ moved out of licr home. At the same time he was going 
regularly with a girl but he could not bring himsc'If to marry her 
and lea\x' liis mother. Ilis moral scruples ]')revented him from 
having premarital relations, and the emotional disturbance which 
he was iindergoing was carried over into his business, and he had 
quit his good job. 

“I just couldn’t stand so much responsibility," he said. “It made 
me discouragtd with myself bccau.se 1 was failing again. Then I 
thought of going back to dental mechanics, but there’s too much 
competition. The only way I might make a living in that field 
would be if I could open a laboratory of my own. While I was 
worrying about all this, 1 started to be sick again and decided to 
take it easy. So I haven't worked for a while, but that's no good 
either." 

Eddie apparently had become a different person, as he wanted 
to do. Even when his emotional problems became too much for 
him, he did not suffer a return of his old heart disease. This time 
he devt.‘loped hypertension! But avoidance of authority had not 
solved his problem, any more than submission to it had solved 
Theresa’s. 

Unfortunately for the young man, the series of studies which had 
enabled him to get psychiatric treatment at the hospital in the 
first place had been completed. As is the case in most clinics, there 
was now inadecpiate staff time to give him the attention he needed. 
The psychiatrist was obliged to note: 

“His personality conflic ts are still too strong for him and the pos¬ 
sibilities of adeejuate adju.stment are slight without extensive treat¬ 
ment which at present is impossible for him.” 

Three months later, Eddie had achieved some relief but no cure 
by shaking off responsibility. He had taken a job as a salesman^ 
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given up his girl and got rid of his hypertension, but he did not 
feel very w('ll. 

"He is not happy about these deeisions,’* the psychiatrist noted, 
"but feels himself not enough of a man to do anything better/" 

§4 

The Better Way 

"It's me, it"s me, it’s me. Oh Lord, 

Standin’ in th(i need of prayer.” 

Obviousi.y it is the task of medicine to rescue patients like 
Theresa and Eddic' from their dilemma. Psychosomatic teclinifiues, 
as th(\v become' increasingly used, are found to apply to an increas¬ 
ing range of human difficulties. The first successc's were achieved 
with patients wlio were suffering from diseases which were con¬ 
nected with tlie functions of the body over which tiu' individual 
has little conscious control. These were the diseases of the intes¬ 
tinal tract, those connected with re.spiration and circulation, the 
.skin allergies. But in the last five years it has been found that the 
same rules apply to the voluntary nervous system, which is affected 
in such diseases as tuberculosis, cancer and arthritis. It used to 
be that for some of these* ailments, medicine had little more to 
offer than a slap on the back and a sedative. If that did not work, 
the doctor might resort to the desperate expedient of sma.shing 
the machinery. Such an expedient is the brain 0])eratiou which 
involves severing the nerve which connects the frontal lobe with 
the cortex. The effect, in cases wdiere intense pain is being suf¬ 
fered, is to prevent the impulses deriving from that ixun from 
being sent to the cortex, which is the seal of anxiety. The victim is 
relieved (if he survives) from a large part of his anxiety but not 
from pain. 

There is a better way of releasing people from their emotional 
dilemmas. That is to show them the way out; they can be trusted 
to take it without the benefit of surgery once they see it clearly 
before them. That is true even when the dilemma has had a chance 
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to got a £nm hold on them, for in spite of the amount of illness in 
the world, luirnaii beings arc singularly tough, emotionally and 
physically. It is more surprising to observe how much they can 
take than how easily they succumb. 

Mrs. C., for instance, had survived frustrations which to her 
were much more jmnishing than regular severe beatings would 
have been. After years of it, the only physical effects were head¬ 
aches, painful menstruation and finally lumps in her breasts. When 
she consulted a ])hysiciaii, she said that there was nothing much 
wrong with her but she felt that she needed some hc'lp. As is 
rather a usual feature of such cases, she recited on her first visit 
a perfunctory story featured by reticence about her married life. A 
good husband, described as a good provider and good-natured, 
was just bandy mentioned. She skipped lightly over some unpk'as- 
ant features in her early married life a dozen years ago or more, 
saying they had been remedied. 

Her ('arly treatment consisted in helping her to understand the 
conditions of her childhood life which had bothered her, and 
there was a marked improvement in her feeling of stability. But 
midway in her third year of consultations the lumps in her breast 
developed, and her local physician had told her that they would 
have to be removed if they did not respond to X-ray treatments. 
She was being watched for cancer. 

This time, Mrs. C. visited her psychiatrist clutching a series of 
letters in which she had dc‘scribed to her husband all the tortures 
of her married life. She had written them with a great deal of 
feeling and with a display of considerable literary ability, but she 
had never shown them to him or to anyone else. From them the 
real nature of her emotional difficulties was easily understood. 

The couple had been married after a three-year courtship, dur¬ 
ing which the man had proposed several times. The girl, very 
young and not very violently in love, had hesitated because she 
was not sure of her own feelings, but even more because Mr. C. 
was a traveling salesman and neither she nor her family believed 
there could be much happiness in a home from which the nominal 
head was absent most of the time. She yielded to his pleading 
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when he told her that he was being promoted to a position which 
would enable him to l emairi at home. 

This did not happen, and in her letters Mrs. C. described bitterly 
her eonvietion that he had only been exercising his selling abili¬ 
ties upon h('r. He would, she accused him, do anything at that time 
to “close” a deal, and had no compunctions about making her 
promise's whic'h he kiu'w he would not keep. Wliether that was 
true or not, wlu'theT he liad really thought he would get the pro¬ 
motion or not, Mrs. C. s belief in his perfidy was firmly rooted. She 
had good reasons, too, for from the very first her married life was 
a frustrating one. 

“It seemed I was highly desirable to you until the wedding cere¬ 
mony was read,” she wiote. “From tlic first night it was just one 
big excuse.” 

Mrs. C. remc'inberc'd vividly the unhappiness of a honeymoon 
which the bridegroom spcait mostly in the society of his nearest 
salesman, while the bride moped around their mountain cabin in 
solitude. It was a dismal foretaste of her married life. Mr. C. was 
away most of the time, and his wife suffered the loneliness and the 
snubs of a deserted woman in the midst of friends who were all 
X^aired off. She went out a good deal at first, but when men showed 
her little attentions, their wives were suspicious and when there 
were no attentions, Mrs. C. was a wallflower, a role to which she 
was not at all accustomed. 

“Of course,” she wrote, “the thing that did the real damage was 
the sex heartbreak. 1 think 1 could liave stood the long years of 
bitter loneliness, the uncouth salesmen, the absolute nothing-else- 
ness besides your business, if it hadn't been for that. . . . 

“I was young and had waited a long time to be a man's wife. Of 
course I wasn’t adept at making love. A bride isn't supposed to be. 
It s up to her husband to teach and woo her into exi)ertness. 

‘T’d be eaten up with yearning and desire and loneliness while 
you were gone. Td count the days until you'd come home, and 
when you did you'd pay no more attention to me than as if I'd 
been your great grandmother. You had enough strength to talk 
about business, and that was all. I used to snuggle up to you to 
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coax you to make love, but you were too tired. When you did make 
the sup] ('me sacrifice you never made the sli<i;htest effort to try to 
make it teamwork or enjoyable or anythin*^ else. You took the 
attitude it was extracurricular as far as you were concerned.” 

Little by little the frustrations of her marriage were' piling up on 
Mrs. C. Each incident in itself was a triflc\ l)ut the accumulation 
was resulting in tortured nights and nerve-wracked days. As she 
put it: 

“When you were gone I was torn apart with desire and loneli¬ 
ness. When you were home it was worse, because there was the po¬ 
tential of what should have been relief. I shall never forget tlie long 
hours of ache from head to foot in bed with a man who w^as just 
too much absorbed in his own affairs to bother to be my husband. 
That man, who had cut the corners to sell me this marriage in the 
first place!” 

Mrs. C. consulted a doctor, who told her she was all right and 
that the trouble was with her husband, who ought to seek medical 
advice. But when she urged it on him, the corners of his mouth 
turned down and he muttered: “Aa-a, it's unimportant!” Mrs. C. s 
narrative continues: 

“That night I had a bad headache and vomited, trying to throw 
you off. It took tw'O or three days before I could stand the sight of 
food. You railed at me, saying, how could 1 expect to get strong 
if I didn’t eat?” 

The couple's chief companionship came when she escorh^d her 
husband to sales conventions or visited his associates to talk busi¬ 
ness. 'rhey had a child, a daughter, and at first Mrs. C. left her in 
the care of nurses while she accompanied her husband on some 
of his travels, but soon the little girl was the lonely one, and the 
mother gave up her trips. The chief effect uj)on her marriage 
was that Mr. C. felt himself abused. He really believed he was 
sacrificing himself for wife and daughter, but by the time the child 
was four y(*ars old, Mrs. (]. had decided to divorce him. She 
changed her mind on children's day at their church. 

“You were ‘out of town’ as you always were when everything 
happened,” she wrote. “I was forever sitting alone in some church 
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pew or audience or civic function. So there it was, all these angelic 
little children and flowers—soft origan music in tlu^ background 
playing ‘Precious Jewels.’ The mothers and daddys were' l)eaming 
at their darlings and having a wonderful time. Down the aisle 
came Dollie in that sw('et littU' blue organdies dj'css with white 
lace that always did make her look like an ang(‘l. Her curls were 
about shoulder length and she was carrying a bouquet of small 
flowers. She went onto the rostrum with the other little tots and 
stood there willi that so-wistful look she had at that time. At that 
moment childhood seemed so fragile and important. The little 
things must be guardc'd and jnoteeted and savT‘d, above all else. . . 
I vowed that for her IVl stick it out if it killed rne. I'd lie. I'd act, 
rd .swallow my prid(‘. I'd forfeit my own personality, aiit/iJun^, 
but I’d keep her home intact at least until after she had come into 
adolescence, which at that time looked like an eternity. I remem¬ 
ber whispering to myself—It’s all right, swec'theart. A tragic mis¬ 
take has been made, but Til pay for it myself.’ ” 

A feeling of riobilit)^ buoy(‘d Mrs. C. up considc'rably as she put 
this program into operation, but it did not make home life essen¬ 
tially more satisfactory. And in time the eternity passed and the 
girl reached adolescence. That was when Mrs. C. consulted the 
psychiatrist. As she went over the misery of her marriage, she 
found that she was getting the resentment “off her chest,” as she 
expressed it herself, and the congestion of the breasts cleared up 
too. She also was able to convince her husband at last—without 
showing him her letters—that he ought to mend his ways for the 
child’s sake. He was really, she reported, devoted to his daughter, 
and saw his neglect of his family as an injustice to her. 

As for Mrs. C., the condition which had threatened cancer, the 
headaches and the abdominal pains disappeared. She has found 
some satisfactory expression of her own energies in helping others, 
for she thinks that her own years of unhappiness have equipped 
her for this work. She is still not at all sure whether she wants her 
marriage to continue, saying: 

“It doesn’t seem to matter so much any more whether it does or 
doesn’t,” 


[ 77 ] 



MINI) AND body: Psi/cliosomatic Medicine 


§5 

Artis'tic Realism 

Mrs. had escaped from her dilemma not by throwing herself 
limply upon the doctor s hands, not by struggling in loiicly courage 
to solve her own problem without help. And if lier story sounds 
like something out of a novel, that is quite understandable, too. 
Physicians who listen to stories like those of Mrs. C. are often 
struck by their resemblance to books. TIutc are pcahaps two rea¬ 
sons for this. One is the fact that ])ati(‘nts read books. They are 
influenced by them, and unconsciously phrase their oum troubles 
in imitation c\f a favc\ritc novel. Physiciavis cai\ learn a good deal 
about the jicrsonality of thc'ir patients by paying some attention 
to their taste in reading. 

But the more important reason why psychosomatic case histories 
fre(iucntly sound like plagiarisms from best sellers is that the 
writers of best sellers, the novelists and the historians who really 
know their businc'ss, know pi'ople as part of that business. Their 
observation of what makes people click is not confined to appear¬ 
ance's. They obsc'rve emotional r(-‘actions, too, and in their delinea¬ 
tion of charactc'r they take those (‘motional reactions into account. 

Critics say of the writer who has seemed to bring his characters 
to life that they arc made of flesh and blood. They are a great deal 
more than that. They are made of emotions, too. When they are 
only flesh and blood, they seem to have no life at all, and the 
critics say that the writer has created nothing more than a lay 
figure. 

The danger to living people who have become patients is that 
in the dilemma they will be treated as lay figures, too, with nothing 
except their bodily symptoms under consideration. When the 
physician imitates a bad novelist, he may well flounder in a sea 
of words to the same extent. When the patient imitates the bad 
novelist, it is less devastating, provided that the physician has some 
exp('i i(?nce in the emotional difliculties of people who are tempted 
to talk about themselves so stiffly. The story of aches and pains, 
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of blood pressure and blood chciriistry, of previous illnesses and 
operations, of the family history of disease is important, but it is 
not enough. Patients who are helped out of their dilemmas have 
to become more' realistic tlian tlie pot-boiler novelist. They have 
te) talk about themselves as a whe)le person, not just a ])hysiological 
specimen. Most elilemmas will fade before such tieatinc?nt. 

The two merj in the he)spital who providc‘d an excuse fe)r the 
beginning of this chajiter* can be extricated by a little firmness 
and ence)nragement. When the one says, “It’s uj) to you now, Doc,” 
the })hysieian replies: “And to you, too, my boy.” To the oilier s 
determined, “I’ve got to do .something to get well,” the pliysieian 
answers: “Good for you; tell ni(' how you got this way.” Tlu^ i (‘plics 
will bring out, under expcTienced guidance, the real (motional 
difficulties of both-bringing them out where the jnitients them¬ 
selves can s(‘e tliem and understand them and deal with them. For 
the patient who has rcxiched that point there are no dilemmas. 
Those are now reserved for the physician. 
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The Doctor^s Dilemma 


§1 

Every HOD Y, evcD pliysiciaRs, can be thrown off balance a little 
by flattery in one form or anotlicr, and all the more easily if the 
flattery is sincere. To the medical xjractitioner it can take no more 
ov(Tpowering form than the attitude of worship which is some¬ 
times induced by his ability to relieve pain. 

‘'Oil, Doctor, youVe wonderful T' and “Oh, Doctor, I can't get 
through the day without you!” are typical expressions of a depen¬ 
dence which may be the symptom of a disease that requires a 
diflerent bedside manner than has been employed. 

I’hc jihysician athaidirig such a patient has his own dilemma. 
The easi(\st course for him to follow, and often the most pleasant, 
is to \Wc up to the conception of sturdy oak and allow the sickly 
vine to cling to liis strength for support and encouragement. An 
cfjiially natural reaction is to forswear the godlike role and force 
the yialicait to adopt a more independent attitude toward his own 
illness. 

The physician who permits his patient to throw all the burden 
of cure upon him is a well-loved individual, as a rule. He can have 
the satisfaction of being v^elcorned and even sought after with 
fervent and thoroughly sincere expressions of affection, resx^ect 
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aiid admiration. He* will h(*ar veay often in the course of his daily 
rounds the happy cry; 

‘IVc been feeling so bad. Doctor, but now you’re here I’m better 
already.” 

This is highly gratifying to a great many medical men as human 
beings. We like to be apprec iated. The only critieism anyone can 
make of it is that when the admiration is carried to the point of 
complete dependc'nee upon the* great man, the physician may Ix^ 
very pleased, Vmt the paliev^t may not recover. TVie illness might 
have* yielded to an aj^propriatc* treatment whic'h would dc'inand 
the patient’s co-operation, h^ailing that, it might sc’ttle into a state* 
of eVironic ill health. The* physician, carrying through liis oaklike 
role, will relieve pain and evc;n remove symptoms. But new pains 
and new symptoms will develop. 

A more .subtle version of the clinging vine is the patient who says 
gratefully: 

*1 feel so well now. 1 think I can get along without any treat¬ 
ment, but I would like to see you every once in a while.” 

This sounds reasonable. If the speaker mc^ans it only as it would 
apply within the limits of sound i3ractice, it is reasonable. A few of 
the good rules for such practice after discharge of a pati(*nt are: 
a check-up once a year or more freciuently; an understanding 
that the patient will return whenever he feels sick; avoidance of 
the clinging role by both patient and i^hysieian. However, tliere 
is a big difference betwe^en these rules and a rather common fetish 
of patients who want to make a sort of magic amulet out of their 
doctor by coming to see him all the time to get reassurance that 
they are all right. Then if they do not see him for a while, they 
get sick. They arc really seeing him only to gc't attention, not to 
get help, and they will not be cured by inventing symptoms as an 
excuse to get that attention. 

In dealing with this type of patient, the doctor must be careful 
to ge^t a good picture of the facts before jumping to the conclusion 
that the patient has a germ or a serious illness. On the other hand, 
the patient should understand small pains and learn to work them 
out himself. Some of the preliminary study of his condition can be 
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done by the' patic'nf, but not too much on his own and not too 
qiiickl)'. Aftc'i* he has had the experience of treatment, he should 
think about liimself before he rushes off to the doctor. Sometimes 
tliinking will clear up the thing that is bothering him, and he will 
not need to go to the doctor at all. But if he does, he will then 
approach tli(' physician in this frame of mind: 

“I thought it better to come and sec you because something 
might be wrong.” 

This is better than inventing a symptom, but it has not com¬ 
pletely solved the doctor’s dilemma of just how far he should go 
in encouraging or even permitting himself to be used as a prop. 
But he always bears in mind that when he rejects the role of a 
sturdy oak, he does not, by so doing, overcome the patient’s desire 
to dodge responsibility for his own health. The jffiysician may cut 
the tendrils of his clinging patient’s dependence either because of 
a temperamental dislike of the part he is c'xpected to play or 
because lie realizes that it will not do the patient much good in 
the long run. But mere ruthlessiiess is not likely to solve the 
patient’s problem of liow to get well. 

Nor is a wisecrack always safe, although the temptation is some¬ 
times almost irresistible. Dr. Edward Weiss tells of a woman of 
eighty who came to consult him after leaving one of his colleagues 
in a huff. In the course of his examination, while taking her blood 
pressure, he inquired why she had decided to change. She ex- 
})lained readily that her former physician had been using the same 
apparatus, and she had asked him what doctors called ailments 
like hers before they bad such new-fangled gadgets to play with. 

“Bad temper, madam, bad temper, ” he had replied. 

Brusque or severe tactics may do more than lose a patient for the 
doctor. I’hcy may damage the patient, for the already sick indi¬ 
vidual may not be ready to stand on his own feet. He may lose his 
confidence in the physician's ability or interest in the case. The 
path to a real cure may then be blocked. 

The safe path between the horns of this familiar physician's 
dilemma is to concentrate on and help the patient to remove the 
reasons for liis desire to cling to a stronger personality. The physi- 
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dan should always rcmc'mbcr that for these* patients the role is 
that of a parent not o\er-protectinpj, but also not too much in a 
hurry. He may need to guide his patients to security step by step, 
but he must be sure that Iiis attitude as well as that of the patient 
is focused on this goal. Here, as is so many other cases, most people 
will know what to do for themselves if they uiiderstand just wliy 
they are leaning u})on the physician instead of standing alone. To¬ 
gether they will be able to cure the disease as well as the symptoms. 

§2 

The Physics of Emotion 

In cases such as this, the disea.se and the desire to throw the 
burden of cure on soujeone else both stem from the same source. 
This source lies in the emotions of the individual, and in some 
obstacle to the efficient operation of those emotions. 

Efficiency and emotion may seem a contradiction in terms to 
some people. But there is a relationship whose exposition was 
perhaps the greatest work of Sigmund Freud. It may be compared 
with the more generally understood laws of physics relating to 
energy. 

In the physical world, we know, no energy is ever lost. It may, 
however, go into other forms than man intended. It may be 
expressed in terms of heat or light or motion or chemical change. 
Thus a given unit of energy may become lK“at which in turn gen¬ 
erates steam which runs an engine which operates machinery, 
and so on to the end of time. If blocked at any point—say at the 
point of generating steam— the unit of energy will not cease to 
exist; it will cause an explosion. 

In the same way, what we might call emotional energy is never 
lost. It, too, can express itself in a variety of ways, and in some 
which man does not intend and may not even perceive. We say 
that it is operating ''normally” when it expresses itself in speech or 
thought or action not obviously harmful either to the individual 
or to society. 

But, as Freud was the first to i^oint out in explicit terms, if usual 
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chruiiu'Is of iMiu)tioiial discharge are blocked, it will be diverted 
into odicis which will turn it into destructive and constricting 
force. Furlhennore, Freud found, the amount of emotional energy, 
the force of its drive, will remain equal to the strength of the emo¬ 
tional impulse which originated it. 

When tlj(' normal channels of emotion arc' blocked, we call it a 
repit ssion. The emotion, turned from its logical course, will not be 
expressed, but will operate along new lines within the individuars 
personality and jirobably without his knowledge. Freuds great 
contribution was in explaining this process. He traced the emotion 
along its hidden paths, showing that if it could be brought to the 
surface and given an outlet in speech or action, it served its pur- 
])ose, wlhle if it remained buried but still active in the individuars 
mind, it could be harmful eva*n to his body, laiter investigation 
shows that it creates an imbalance in tlie autonomous nervous 
system. 

Since then wc; have learned that it can be more harmful than 
most of FreiuFs early admirers realized, although Freud himself 
recognized the implications of his discoveric's in the physical as 
well as the emotional aspects of the human organism. The re- 
piessed emotional energy may very well transform itself into 
symptoms of physical illness. 

Everyone has experienced in himself the changes of temperature 
or th(' rapidly altered operation of the sweat glands which result 
from a strong cinotional stimulus. Most of us do not feel so acutely 
the chemical changes within ourselves under the same circum¬ 
stances. Enough of these experiences, however, if they are turned 
out of their normal channels of action and talk, can add up to an 
internal j)hysieal change of the kind called an illness. 

A neglected machine gets to the point where it is no longer an 
efficient transformer of energy. Such a machine may soon be be¬ 
yond repair. The human emotional system can lose its efficiency 
in transforming emotional energy into desirable uses. If neglected 
or abused for too long, it too can suffer beyond repair. 

This brings us back to the sturdy-oak physician and the cling- 
ing-vinc patient. Somewhere along die line emotional energy has 
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been diverted from its proper channel in tlie patient, llie way out 
of the doctor’s dilcrnina at this point ccaisists in iinding the 
obstacle which l)lockcd ackxjiiatc cxynession oi the palieiit’s emo¬ 
tions. In so doing, the physic'ian rtanoves the cause of the Ijodily 
ailmc'iit as well. This, in brief, is the aim and pur})ose of psy¬ 
chosomatic tr e a tin cn t. 

Of course it is easier to say that the soiire(‘ of the inadequate 
unresolved emotional conflict should be di'teet(‘d and the patient 
helped to remove the obstacle to its expri'ssion than it is to carry 
out th(‘ course*. The application of psyeliiatrie rnelhods to treat¬ 
ment of even common diseases is dilTieult, in part because we are 
only approaching detailed knowledge of the subject. 

Psychiatry has been called the oldest of the medical arts but the 
newest of the medical sciences. Men and woin(‘n who can mastc’r 
the teehni(]ues of an art are always scarcer than those who can 
master the aj)])lieation of known scientific principles. As long as 
we are still learning the facts underlying psychosomatic prin¬ 
ciple's, it is hard to use them effectively. 

One of tlie areas which is still being explored indicates tlie com¬ 
plexity of the doctor’s dilemma. Just as patients can make a physi¬ 
cian sick, so the process can be reversed. This may sound rallier 
like an heretical admission for a professional to make in writing 
for a lay public. But it is a fact which neitlu'r pliysieian nor patient 
can safely ignore. 

Perhaps it will sound a little better if the physician in this in¬ 
stance is called a pathogenic agent, which means an agent that 
produces disease. It does not mean that the pliysieian is incompe¬ 
tent; I am not talking about the doctor who mistakes an abdominal 
tenderness for appendicitis when the patient has typlioid. The 
physician who is a pathogenic agent is likely to be just tlie reverse 
of a bungler, working veritable miracles with ninety-eight patients 
only to have a strangely baffling failure with the ninety-ninth. 

What can happen is that his personality, reacting upon that of 
the patient, sets up or intensifies certain emotional conflicts which 
may block a cure or lead to some brand-new illness after the one 

[ 85 ] 



MIND AND body: Pstjchosotmtic Medicine 

for which the physician was called in has apparently been 

exorcised. 

It may happen, for instance, tliat the physician is a belligerent 
fellow who has found that he g(‘ts excellent results by bullying his 
patients, standing no nonsense from them, issuing gruff orders in 
general bc'having like the (dder Barrett among his fluttering, duti¬ 
ful offspring in Wimpole Street. But every so f)ften he ^^all gr't a 
patient who rt'ally had a father like that and nev(T got over it. The 
result can well be the explosion of one of those delayed-action 
mines of childhood. Both physician and patient may be dumb¬ 
founded by a failure to respond to treatment which has been emi¬ 
nently successful in dozens of apparently similar eases. 

In dealing with his dilemma, the physieian—and the patient, 
too, for that matter—should note the remarkable powers for self- 
thcaapy of wdiich the human mind is capable. It should not be sur¬ 
prising that the emotional force which can cause a disease o\ight 
to be strong enough to cure one, but many who have been willing 
to concc'de tlie importance of the mind in bringing about an ail¬ 
ment u’ill refuse to permit the same medium to help in the cure. 

Whether permitted or not, the mind will take part, however, 
lliat section of it which possesses consciousness cannot be ignored 
any more than the ‘ unconscious” which bulks so large in literature, 
lay and medical. This conscious section is the one which the indi¬ 
vidual uses to test all reality; it is the reason we can know anything. 
It is die ego. In treating disease, physicians wall have difficulty 
with inadequately developed egos of two types. The whining- 
chikl sort of patient is the obvious one, but just as often rpiite 
aggressive characters are equally weak. They find it necessary to 
call attention to their egos more or less in the same way as one 
would put a hand to a place that hurts. 

§3 

When the Ego Hurts 

The enlistment of the patient s mind in his own behalf is part of 
psychosomatic techniques. It is illustrated in the case of a girl who 
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was in the hospital with an nicer on her lee;. After a surgeon who 
did not believe in psychiatry had exhausted tlu' possibilities of his 
science without discovering any physical cans(‘ for tlic ulcer and 
after grafting skin from the child's stoinacli failed to help, a 
psychiatrist who had treated th(' girl bclore ^^as called in. The 
pati(‘nt improved so rapidly that she was out of the hospital in a 
few days, greatly to thc^ snr]:)rise of tli(.‘ surgf'on, who did not 
believe the rnind healed that fast. 

The ehild, Stella, had what the psyehiatrist in reporting the case 
described as “an uncanny, unconscious ra]:)]X)rt" wath her mother. 
What the mother seemed to think, St(‘lla did. Until she was lour 
years old, she had always slept in ht'r mother's r(K)m. Then a baby 
brother was born, George, and took her place while she was rele¬ 
gated to her father's room. When she was in the middle of her 
eighth year her father was indiieted into the Army, and Stella felt 
deserted. She developed colitis, but aftcT a year of psychoanalytic 
treatment was freed from this symptom. During tliis time she grew 
to understand her jealousy of her brother and her resentment of 
her mother. Two years later, when an emotional strain seemed to 
indicate colitis, the girl was no longer able to produce that disease 
but ac(]uired a new symptom, ulcer of the leg. The attending 
I)hysician sent her to the hospital, since she was a difficult patient 
and force had to be used before she would allow her leg to be seen 
and treated. 

In the hospital the psychiatrist saw her again. Her conflict was 
whether to get well and go to school, which would mean leaving 
her rnotljer, or to remain sick, which would mean not only keeping 
her mother, but taking her away from George. After this was made 
clear to her, the nicer cleared up. Three weeks later, her mother 
kept her home from school because she had a cold. Furious, Stella 
declared she'd get even; she’d get sick and make her mother empty 
bedpans for her. She did stay up all night, keeping the bedpan 
hopefully beside her, but what she got was ulcer of the leg again. 

This time she went back to the hospital under the surgeon’s 
care. She hated it, and when the psychiatrist finally took over, 
Stella declared that she had felt deserted by even that physician 
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and just liadrft cared. But now she wanted to get out of the hos¬ 
pital. TIk' psychiatrist agreed to get her out if sh(‘ would promise 
to help fight her own impulses instead of the doctor’s. Stella was 
so eager to comply that, although the surgeon had thought it would 
be unwise to let lier leave for at least several weeks, her condition 
improved so that her ulcer was virtually heah'd and there was 
no need for medical treatment within a few days. 

Treatment, of course', was by no ineuins ended. Stella still had a 
great many anxic'tie's. One concerned her dog. Usually children 
who have live pets make much better adjustments to the world 
than those who have played only with inanimate toys. They be¬ 
come belter parents themselves because they have learned a little 
of what hap])('ns in life. They have learned without .shock or fear 
that there are some things Papa can’t fix if they go wrong. Stella 
was auxums aboul the dog, however, and complained that her 
mother, who had been reluctant to get it because she di.sliked ani¬ 
mals, would not even let the child take h('r pet into the yard. 

‘*And wdiat good is a dog if you don’t feel it s yours and can’t do 
whatever you want with it?” she asked. 

The reaction might have seemed a little excessive. But appar¬ 
ently Stella was not just worrying about the dog. She had been 
brought up wath a great many sexual fears and doubts and mis¬ 
conceptions w'hieh were painful to her. She had the impression 
that all children were born with a penis but tliat her mother had 
taken hers away and given it to brother George. She had been 
warned of terrible nameless things that would happen to her if 
.she yielded to sexual iin[)ulses. She w^as disturbed by fantasies in 
which impregnation took place by month. 

During all this time, Stella's mother had been as attentive as the 
child in lier desire for maternal affection could desire. But the poor 
woman was at tlie samc^ time deeply anxious about losing the love 
of her son. She ft'lt lliat she was neglecting George. Part of Stella’s 
Ireatmc'iit was iniproveinent in her relations with her mother, who 
said one day: 

“1 would never have believed that such a change was possible. 
Or have 1 changed, too?” 
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She had, of cours(\ because both she and her daughter had 
learned t(; tak(^ care of themselves. The mother no longer visited 
upon the daughter the eonsecjueiices of her own fear of being 
unable to control her feelings. The daughter no longer reacted 
with spile and jealousy to her environment. Stella had learned to 
stand on he^r own feet, which took quite a while, both literally tind 
figuratively, since the effects of the ulcer prevented her from using 
her leg liilly lor some time. Finally it was with a real sense of 
triuinpli that she rc'pcjrted: 

"‘I won a eontest in jumping rope today. I can jump rope and 
skate now as well as any other girl on the block.’' 

Until this time, Stella had resented greatly the fact that she 
was a girl. 1'he thought of having chikhxMi had frightened her; 
her desires were to make herself a man. But one of the benefits 
the use of hcT mind in connection with her illness had brought 
was that she became satisfied with her sex. Hct mother re¬ 
ported that one day after coming from the psychiatrist’s office, the 
girl had expressed a confidence that she w ould not go to tlie hos¬ 
pital for any recurrence of her ailment. 

“You know wdien I will go to a hospital again?” she asked. “When 
I have a baby.” 

A pleasantly innocuous remark, but it proved that Stella’s con¬ 
flicts waux* resolving themselves and tliat her emotional system was 
taking part in the healing of her mind as well as her body. 

§4 

Miracle at Lourdes 

M uciT MORE dramatic evidence of this therapeutic quality of the 
emotions may be secai at Lourdes, and anyone interested in the 
psyeliosomalie ideas of illness and health w'ould do wx'll to ponder 
the curious plienomeiia wliich take place in this h'lench shrine of 
miracles. 

Its own citizems, and millions of others, call it “the* holy town,” 
and it attracts its pilgrims by hundreds of thousands, while the sick 
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who came seeking cures numbered some 17,000 a year at the time 
I visited it more than a decade ago. 

Perhaps the most striking thing about Lourdes is that there is 
riotliing very striking about it as a town or in its setting. The valley 
is beau til III, but tliere are many even more beautiful and many 
towns more attractive to the eye. The most distinguishing feature 
is one narrow, winding side street leading down to the church 
and crowded with shops for tourists, especially for tourists seek¬ 
ing souvenirs of some religious significance. The church itself, 
rising above the Grotto and the baths which give Lourdes its rea¬ 
son for being, is architecturally iiielfectual, even ugly, although 
its great semicircular ramps outlining an enormous plaza are dis¬ 
tinctive. Certainly there is nothing in the beauty of the town or 
its setting to aceoant for the miracles. 

The talk of miracles here is as casual as the talk of fish in 
Gloucester or automobiles in Detroit or govcTinnent in Washing¬ 
ton. They arc' the main preoccupation of the pc'ople. But you will 
not find in Gloucester or Detroit or Washington the fervor and 
devotion so evident in cwcai the casual conversation of the dweller 
in Lourdes. The ccnnmon talk is of the cures, and often of the 
strange ways in which they take place. Tlie stories are in the spirit 
of some' ]:)easant wdio has lived all his life in a remote valley in close 
dependence upon the forces of nature which, for all his commun¬ 
ion with them, he can never understand. 

Why does the lightning strike here or tluae? Wliy does the rain 
fall soinc^ seasons and not others? Why did our Lady of Lourdes 
the otlier day heal the unknown orphan girl and yet leave the 
young son of one of her most devoted servants at the Grotto still 
speechless year after year? These are the mystcaies of God and of 
nature about wliich the people of Lourdes speak with reverence 
and faith. 

Into this atmosphere pour tlie hundreds of thousands of pil¬ 
grims, according to a fixed schedule which allows each pilgrimage 
its three or five days. One group will be Dutch, another Italian, 
tlien French and Belgians and Poles and Austrians and so on 
through almost all the nationals of the world. Each pilgrimage 
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has its daily schedule, givc'n out by its priest. There will be so 
many Masses, so many hours of prayer for the sick at the baths. 
Stations of the Cross, nursing service and participation in tlie 
great processions. Lourdes is a silent town save for the chants and 
prayers, which can be heard at intervals from the first Mass at 5:30 
in the morning until the winding torchlight procession, with its 
Avc to an air of moving simplicity, lends a strange beauty to the 
evening. 

Most people when the place is mentioned think of Lourdes and 
its priests; some think of the physicians at the M(‘dical Bureau; 
but strangely enough neither group presents anything particularly 
out of the ordinary. Nor does either group have tlu‘ ultimate power 
where the sick are concerned. This rests with the nurses and 
stretcher bearers; many of them personages of more or l(\ss dis¬ 
tinction, more or less incognito, doing all sorts of menial tasks, each 
one with his story; a miraculous cure of a member of his family 
for which he is paying, as he will say; or a tragic life history. 

The sick were cared for in two hospitals, geiu'rally lacking in 
modern improvements and cquipmc'ut. Yet they received from 
1,000 to 1,500 new patients every three or fi\'e days. That fact 
alone made them something exceptional in terms of hospital ad¬ 
ministration. The uncomfortable stoiu* buildings had damp rooms 
in which the patients lay in long rows, bed touching bed, receiv¬ 
ing hardly a minimum of care and often suffering acutely. 

Yet there was an atmosphere of confidence and contentment 
which is not found in our more comfortable, better-s('rved hos¬ 
pital wards. These sick and suffering human beings, representing 
as diverse a group of diseases as can be found anywhere, were 
hai^py and uncorni^laining. Their tired eyc's came back again and 
again to the figure of our Lady of Lourdes, which was the only 
break in the bare stone walls around them. 

At least once and usually twice a day these sick and dying 
people, many of whom would be regarded as much too ill to be 
moved in any other environment, were carried down to the church, 
to the baths, to the procession of the Blessed Sacrament. Hundreds 
of them on primitive stretchers or drawn in wheel chairs over 
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rough col)blestoi]es made up the average procession. Patients with 
broken hacks, with tnb('reiiIosis in th(' most extreme stage's, with 
disfiguring skin diseases, draining wounds, all sorts and conditions 
of ailments were carried slowly along to the accompaniment of 
constant prayers of their attendants and themselves, d’hose who 
died on the way lookc'd only a little more contented than the rest. 

Arriving at the^ Grotto, the patients were—and doubtless still are 
—allowed to bathe in the iiiiraciilous waiters, and bathing is eon- 
timums except for the noon hour until 4:30 in the alternoou when 
the sick ar(‘ carried to the sc'micireular ramjrs of the church. Hero 
they wall lie for two hours in sun or rain. The ])r()eession of the 
Blessed Sacrament wall pass them; other jhlgrims will press in 
around tlu'm; finally a ])riest wall bless them one by one w'hilo 
the thousands of pilgrims and onlookers shout in unison prayers 
of the most moving sort. Each ciy rings out again and again as 
the priest makes his waiy slowly around the huge semicircles. 

It is against this bac'kground that the cures wdiieh are achieved 
or the relief which the sick obtain at Lourdes must be assessed. 
Now and then it will happen that a patient who for months or years 
has not stirred from his bed will get up and wadk in the procession. 
However, demonstrations of this kind are discouragc'd, because 
Lourdes aims to guard against hysteria in many of its forms. 

But in the evening in the hospital some jiatient will begin to 
eat, them get out of bed and busy himself in caring for thc^ others 
in his w^ard. The pilgrimage physician wall be called and asked 
if this patient has been cured. If a large nervous element is sus- 
pectc^d, even though there is also an organic disease present, the 
patient is told to thank God for his cure, but not to visit the Medical 
Bureau. 

This Bureau was established to confirm purely organic cures, 
and the physicians are not interested in studying psychic forces. 
Hundreds are turned away because they do not offer any evidence 
of organic cure, while it is obvious to any observer that only a small 
number of those wdiose illnesses have been relieved at Lourdes 
bother with the Medical Bureau at all. Most of them naturally 
care more about the fact that thc^y feci themselves cured or bene- 
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fitccl thim they do about obtaining a doctor’s certificate to that 
effect. 

Even if anyone could gather a complete count of those who are 
cured, it would fall far short of exhausting the significance of 
Lourdes in relntion to healtli. 1 once asked a ]iliysician from the 
North of Europe wlio liad been coming to the town as medical 
dirt^clor of a pilgrimage for twelve years whether any of his 
patients had been cured. 

patient of miiK? has ever been cured,” he replied, “although 
I often advise them to come. So far as I know, our peo])le never 
hav(‘ had a rc-al eur(\ We are too cold; we do not bt'lieve easily 
enougli. 1 he naive, simple faith of the priests and the people of 
Lourdes is foreign to us. 

“but what is remarkable is that everyone who comes goes away 
quiet, and that not just for a few days; often it is a ([uietness lasting 
a lifetime."’ 

This same factor is stressed by physicians who have had cures 
among their patients. One of them remarked: 

“Whatever may be said as to the value of bringing to Lourdes 
each year these hundreds of sick on the chance that one or two 
of them may be cured, the important thing to me is that all of them 
are in some way changed, and go back with a different attitude 
toward their illness and able to help others, whether it be only the 
fretful patient in the next bed in the hospital to which tliey return 
to die, or whetlier they get well and go out into the community.” 

As for the cured and those who claim to be cured, the nurses 
and stretcher bearers have their own standards and are usually 
better judges than the physicians. These attendants have seen real 
cures and cures which they knew would not last. They stress the 
deep confidence and quiet in those who really are cured as com¬ 
pared to the hysterical excitement in some of the others. 

During iny first week at Lourdes, I saw two girls, each with 
tuberculosis in such an advanced stage that their physicians had 
advised against their coming, on the ground that they probably 
could not survive the journey. After the bath at the Grotto, one of 
them shouted: 
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‘1 am cur(‘d! Oar Lady has cured me!'’ 

Tlie curious thronged jibout her, and she was immediately the 
object of much bustle and attention. The second girl merc'ly turned 
to her nurse and said: 

“1 wond(M' if it can be true? I feel as if I were cured.” 

She said nothing to anyone else, and no one paid much atten¬ 
tion to her. I saw both of them the next day. I’he first girl had col¬ 
lapsed somewhat and was being talked to by the Sister-in-charge 
about discipline of the spirit. The other stood out from the masses 
of sick around her by the radiance of her personality. 1’wo days 
before, I had seen this girl on a stretcher, scarcely able to raise 
her hand, unable to eat, coughing painfully. Now she was radiant, 
although emaciated, walking about in the service of her sick com¬ 
panions. The cough had disappeared, and she felt perfectly well. 

She iiittTcsted me so much that I visited her three weeks later in 
her own little village near Como, and talked with hcT physician. 
He said that he had not expc'cted her to return and was astonished, 
for there had bc’cn a compk'te revolution in her condition. 

The attendants had diagnosed the differenct; betwe^en these two 
girls at once. It is remarkable how accurately these nurses and 
stretcher bearers are able to distinguish on the basis of their experi¬ 
ence the real or the possibly real from the pseudo. 

The drama of Lourdes is exciting for anyone. But from the stand¬ 
point of those wlio are interested in the psychosomatic approach 
to medicine, the important thing about the Lourdes phenomena 
is that emotional forces without the help of scientific method or 
many of the tools for healing which science has given us—indeed, 
in disobedience of many of the principles which mechanistic 
science has taught us—are making people happier and freer to act. 

Yet the present resident physician at Lourdes, Dr. Francois 
Leuret, was quoted as recently as July, 1947, as saying that the 
records of his office?, dating back to 1888, show fewer than 200 
recognized cures. Yet, he also e.stimates the pilgrims at about a 
million a year. 

Dr. Leuret makes clear that his responsibility is only to report 
cures that cannot be completely explained in terms of present 

[94 ] 



The Doctors Dilemma 

medical knowledge. TIk'. Church then decides wdiether or not they 
are miracles. Relief of symptoms on the basis of personality or 
emotional changes is generally not considered miracnlous, al¬ 
though from the point of view^ of mechanistic medicine it should 
be. Rnt actually Dr. Leiiret looks upon liimsclf as a “devils ad- 
\'Ocatc‘’' vvho must pour thci cold water of vvhrit he considers 
scientific skepticism uxxm the ardent claims of miraculous cures. 
He, therclorc', declines to recognize any which he cannot prove' 
by X-ray or laboratory analysis. Yet it is obvious that in the actual 
results of ;ilk‘viating human suffering, the record is better than 
the 200 ])atic'nts out of (he 68,()00,0()0 which Dr. Leuret reports. 
There have been many more changes in personality which have 
resulted in improvc'd health for pilgrims who could never satisfy 
the mcc'hanistic tests of tlie medical bureau at Lourdes, as the 
pilgrimage physician from Northern Euro})e indicaled. 

If the scientific methods of the ]>sychosomatic tc'chniques could 
be added at Lourdc'S to the purely somatic preoccupations of the 
good resident physician, the record of the ‘place of miracles” might 
be better. An understanding of the emotional forces which arc 
released by the experienc*(' of the pilgrim would enable the doc¬ 
tors to dirc'ct them into more heiiling channc'ls. There need be no 
loss of prestige either, for the ability to make a personality whole 
is surely as wonderful as the' h(‘aling of a running sore. 

Until then, the scientific skeptics who make' up the staff of the 
“deviks advocate” cannot escape from (he doctor’s dilemma. lie 
cannot deal with the patient’s pc'rsonality, which can givt? the clue 
not only to the “miracle” but to the disease. 

Seemingly miraculous cures occurred with and without faith, 
but a physician wu'th a scientific understanding of the pyschoso- 
matic approach can effect cures by medical mc'thods whicli would 
have been considered miracles a generation ago. 
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The Accident Habit 


§1 

Broken bones and hearts have two things in common. First, they 
are frequently so misunderstood that one is called an accident and 
the other an impossibility. Second, psychosomatic studies reveal 
that both are disc'ases in which emotional conflicts play an impor¬ 
tant role. People hurt themselves more often than they are hurt by 
others or by fate or by the impersonal failure of machines. 

The disease of the broken-hone habit has no name in the medi¬ 
cal dictionaries, but it might be handy to coin one and call it “acci¬ 
dents is.” It covers a definite personality type whose sound bodies 
get damaged in mishaps brought on in the course of a state of 
mind which is far from strong, although not at all what we usually 
mean by “unsound.” At least 80 per cent of the millions of major 
accidents which happen every year are due to this ailment. 

This does not mean that you have it necessarily if you sprain an 
ankle or burn a finger. Nor is it another way of saying “clumsy.'" 
Graceful people are just as susceptible to it as awkward ones. 
There arc a good many incorrigibly inept individuals who cannot 
hammer a nail in straight but do not smash their fingers, who trip 
over their own feet but break no bones. They tumble down stairs, 
fall off docks, bump into stone walls, slip on the ice and scrape the 
fenders of their cars without damage to themselves or anyone else, 
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although their frieiuls sc)metim(\s wonder liow lliey remain in one 
piece. The fact is that for all their clumsiness they do not have the 
accident habit. On tlie other hand, some chdt, seemingly well- 
balanced men and women turn up repeatedly in the accident 
wards of our hosjjilals. They think they are th(' victims of ]mre 
bad luck or diviijc punishment. In r(‘ality they hav(' bi'cn struck 
down l)y their own emotional confliets. 

Saf(‘ty campaigns and safety d('\'ices multiply to deal with this 
situation, but so do the accidents. Commentators are inclined to 
blame carelessness and the perversity of human nature in refus¬ 
ing to obey the elementary dictate's of caution. Tin* close student 
of human b(‘liavior and human emotions, the psychosomatic stu¬ 
dent, discovers a pattern in the confusion, and instead of accidents 
he finds “aceidentitis." 

Accidents, not being popularly considered a disease, arc gen¬ 
erally overlook(.'d in considering tlu' factors w^hich ent(U’ into public 
health. Yet they are among the major causes of human ]')ain, suf¬ 
fering and disability. They account, too, for a substantial part of 
medical practice and therefore of the patients w^ho are in need 
of medical care. 

Each year 740 out of every 10,000 people in this cotmtry are 
injured badly enough to be incapacitated for a full day or more, 
and twenty-six of them suffer some* permanc'ut impairment. More 
are killed in this way—100,000 in 1946, the National Safety Council 
estimates—than by any regularly recognized illnesses cxeept hc'art 
diseases, canc('r and cc'iebral hemorrhage. x\ccident is the biggest 
killer of the >'Oung, outranking all others in the age groups from 
one to tw'cnty-nine, figures of the National Office of \atal Statistics 
show. Accidents afflict men more than women; th('y kill moia^ males 
between the ages of Iw'o and thirty-eight than any illness; they kill 
and disable more young than adults. 

The risks of the so-called peaceful world in which wc live are 
shown by the fact that a citizen who falls down I)y accidc'ut in the 
course of his normal routine at home or at work is six times as 
likely to be permanently damaged as a soldier woundt^d in battle. 
Of the country's workers, less than a third of the total x^opulation, 
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some 4X)00,000, are killed or injured each year in accidents, and 
usually not in connection with tlieir work cither. The price in 
hiiiriaii suffering is incalculable. The loss in teams of man-days 
is a good deal higher than the loss from strikes, even in a year 
of high industrial dis])iit<\ The National Safety Council estimates 
that tlie ] 0,400,000 disabling injuries of 1946 cost $5,600,000,000 
which is enough to service the national debt. 

Automobile accidents ar(' far from accounting for tlie major 
part of this annual waste of human life and strength, although they 
rc'ceive tlie most attention. Of the 1946 deaths, foj- instance, 33,500 
were caused by motor-vehicle crashes of one kind or another; 
34,000 Americans were’ killed in accidi'nts in their homes; 32,500 
died in industrial accidents, airplane crashes, railroad smash-ups 
and all oth(‘r accidc'uls. As for th(‘ injured who recover, falls alone 
cause twice as many of these cases as all tli(‘ automobile accidents 
put togellier. 

The studies of a good many authorities in rcccait years have 
established the conclusion that only about 10 to 20 per cent of all 
these injuries, fatal or otherwise, are caused l)y rc'ally accidental 
accidents. Tlie rest are linked to the personality of the victim. 

1 myself was unaware of the work being done on this subject 
when, some years ago, I and several associates b(‘gan a study of 
all the ])atients on the general admission rolls (ff a. large Imspilal 
in New York. This survey lasted for more than five yc'ars and took 
in a thoroughly repr(\seiitalive cross-section of the iialiou's urban 
population. At tlic outset, the special purpose of the study was to 
gather data on the emotional factors in cardio-vascular disciase and 
diabetes. 

OiK' of the first questions which had to be answered for this 
purpose was just liow the personality factors in cardiac and dia¬ 
betic patiemts could be considered characteristic of the disease, 
and just how they difiered from those cncountcix'd among healthy 
people. Healthy peo])Ic‘ are hard to find in hospitals. Furthermore, 
it is impossible to go outside and obtain a good average sample of 
the general population willing to submit to the routine needed for 
these studies. So, acting on the supposition that accidents are acci- 
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dental and can and do happen to anybody, it was decided to nse 
tlie fracture patients in the hospital as representing the outside 
world. Thc'se ]:)eople are generally regarde d as the most “normal” 
lot in any institution. 

Most of ns were' somewhat disconcerted to find as our study 
progress('d that fracture patients as a grou]) are not particularly 
“normal” at all. The existence* of this strange ailnR*nt “aeeidentitis” 
deprived us of tlic^ eontrol group we thought we had found, and 
we began to look into what other scientific workers had been doing 
to discov(*r just how its victims get that way, 

§2 


Profile of the Accident-Prone 

A GERMAN named Marbe was the first to note publicly the exist¬ 
ence of an accident habit. In 1926 he proved statisti(*ally that the 
person who has had one accident is more likely to have another 
than the individual who has nc’ver had any. In 1934 a Viennese, 
Alexandra Adler, suggested that an unknown factor in the human 
personality w^as responsible for the curious repetition of injuries 
to those \^'ho are prone to accidents. 

Meanwhile some important contributions were made in this 
country by engineers and industrial manag(*rs wlio were trying to 
do somcdljing about the increasing number of accidents. For ex¬ 
ample, one public-utility company which operated a large fleet of 
trucks and had a good many inspectors traveling about in passen¬ 
ger cars became seriously alarmed at the rate both of its accidents 
and of insurance, llie company's vehicles traveled as much as 
2,900,000 miles a year at the time, and tlie accidents were becom¬ 
ing a serious detriment to profitable operations. 

The comxoany managers ordered tests of everything they could 
think of, from the weather to the reaction time of employees. They 
tried intensive education of their drivers and they tried imposing 
severe penalties on those who had accidents and survived. The 
accident rate went right on rising, and the elaborate series of tests 
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and orclcTs ended in the mildly worded conclusion that ‘*the 
methods which tlie psychologists thus far hav(‘ used cannot be 
made veay elFective in predicting a driver’s ]H‘rf()nnance/’ 

Baflhxl by this failure, the eompaiiy fell back upon the simple 
expedi(‘nt of shifting men with bad accident n‘cords from the 
driver's seat to some other work in tlie })lant. In less than lour 
ycairs, by earefully weeding out the princi])a1 victims, the com¬ 
pany rc'duced its accident rate per year t(j about ont'-fifth of that 
prevailing in 192S, and they held it down lor years. 

Idle elliciency of operations on tlu' road was mucli increasc^d; 
the insurance j^remiunis dropped. But after a while it was dis¬ 
covered that the men taken off the trucks still had the accident 
habit. Instead of smashing up their vehich\s, they were injuring 
themselves in mishaps around the plant oi' at home. The National 
Research Council, which made a study of this and three other 
firms, reported: 

‘"Since that time analysis of th(‘ records of more than 2,000 
drivers employed by the four companies showed that their auto¬ 
mobile' accidents and thc'ir personal injuries tend to accumulate 
side by side.” 

The statistics gathered through our hospital study showed that 
fracture patients (even including the victims of accidental acci¬ 
dents) had fourteen times greater a tendency to have disabling 
mishaps than the average of all the other groups of hospital patients 
studied. The fracture cases had avc'raged four accidents, even 
including those with their first; the other groups averaged less than 
three-tenths of an accident per person. The percentage of injuries 
among the other patients was in no group more than the 10 to 20 
per cent which are believed on the basis of insurance and other 
statistics to 1)6 real accidents, although many of these groups, such 
as victims of heart disease or diabetes, might be expected to be 
more accident-pione because of their illness. We found that 80 
per cent of our fracture patients had two or more accidents. The 
highi'st among the other patients was a group with a certain type 
of rheumatic fever, who were found to be mildly accident-prone 
themselves. Of them, 14 per cent had two or more accidents. More 
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than half the fracture paticaits had a history of three or more acci¬ 
dents. None of tlie othc'r [)alients snffcTing from a single ailment 
had had so many, hut a few suffcaing Irom two or more overlap¬ 
ping illnesses did. 

Certain characteristics are common to the whole group with 
“accideTititis, ' They are generally decisive to the point of giving 
an impression of impnlsix'eness. They concentrate upon daily 
pleasures with litth' interest in long-term goals, d'hey display a 
relatively cavalier attitude toward sex and family, but take very 
good care of their own health. Their illness rate is well below that 
of the general population. Even their extra-marital sex relation- 
shi])s th('y maintain enough concern for their own welfare to have 
a very h^w rate of venereal-disease infection or unwanted preg- 
nanci(\s, yet are not botliered by exaggcTated fears on cither score. 
Ten per cent of the women in the hospital group studied had a 
high abortion rate', but every one of these was married. Most of 
tluan, furthermore, for religious reasons either refrained from 
using contraceptives or had difficulties on this subject. 

Th(^ frequency with which the patient described his upbringing 
as strict was surprising. Later it was learned that in the pattern of 
the accident-prone there is usually an extreme resentment of au¬ 
thority, often unconscious, whelh(*r that authority is represented 
by parents, guardians, relatives, spouse, church or employer. An 
unusually large proportion had neurotic traits iii childhood. These 
exprc\ssc‘d themselves for some of the patients in the form of walk¬ 
ing or talking in thc'ir sleep, in others as persistent lying, stealing 
and truancy. Later these tcaulencies disappeared, apparently re¬ 
placed by the accident habit. 

These traits show themselves in the same ways over and over 
again. The dc'cisiveness of the accident-prone is part of a drive for 
independence and si'lf-reliance in a situation of the moment rather 
than as a part of a planned career or program. In conversation, 
these remarks arc typical: 

‘T always like to keep working, and can’t stand around doing 
nothing.” “Adventure and excitement appeal to me.” “When 1 find 
a way to do a thing, I always stick to it; but if I don’t, I do some- 
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thing anyway and take a chance/’ “I like to finish what I’m doing, 
but sometimes I like to do something else first, so 1 jump up and 
do it/’ 

Wlicn tin's personality pattern is set beside those of other groups 
in the ]:) 0 }uilation, it turns out to match very precisely that of the 
juvenile' delinquent and the adult criminal. The behavior charac¬ 
teristic of the pcrsistc'ut breaker of laws is virtually identical with 
thai of the persistent breaker of bones right np to iiie point Avficre 
tlie one commits a criiiK* and the otlu'r has an accident. It is a fact 
that few criminals get sick. They find relcas(* from their emotional 
conllict ill what society has chosen to regard as an unsocial act, 
just as tlicir counterparts in the accident wards of liospitals find 
their release in the accident habit. 

In both, the early history has been one of poor adjustment to a 
strict authority in home or school, usually accompanied by a story 
of parental rejection. They have had the same childhood neurotic 
traits, and in both groups these tend to disappear as the child 
gi'ows okU'v. Their x^arallel development diverges when the one 
carries the early record of lying, stealing and truancy into a 
broader field and becomes a criminal, while the other begins to 
hurt himself instead of the community. 

There is no hope of a real understanding of the criminal or the 
accident habit until preconceived moral judgments have been 
eliminated. One do('s not necessarily condone holdups by trying 
to get at the motivating factors in the holdup man any more than 
cancer is condoned by the researcher into its causes. Yet it is hard 
for many to strip away from their own minds the habit, which has 
been induced by all their early environment, of passing moral 
judgments on the minds of their neighbors. Perhaps it will be 
easier to do this in a case involving an emotional system which 
almost no one will demand should conform to his ovsm set of moral 
standards. This is the case of Nick, the dog, who had a well- 
devc'loped accident habit and got it just the same way as millions 
of human beings do. 

Nick was observed over a period of ten years, relatively longer 
in a dog’s life than anyone is privileged to study most human 
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beings. He learnc'd rapidly enough, but lie was not as friendly or 
co-operative with his master and othoa* people in the liouse as other 
dogs were. He never could reconcile liis obvious conilict with 
authority, so that although he was housebroken h(‘ had a terukaicy 
to wet th(‘ floor when his owikt or someone in authority enter(‘d 
the room suddenly. Nick asserted his indepcndtaice by refusing to 
come to the family car when called, but he ran to it of his own 
accord when someone got in or blew the horn. In a child all this 
would have been called evidence of truancy, disobcKlience, ncai- 
rotic behavior. 

Nick's accident habit started early. He had a genius for knock¬ 
ing into things, getting under p(‘ople\s f(.‘et, bumping into ma¬ 
chinery. OiK' year he devcdopcxl a habit of tangling himself in his 
chain and hurting himself with it. Sc'vcTal years later, spending the 
summer at the family’s farm, he twice fell into an abandoned privy. 
Eacli time he was trapped in it for several hours b('fore liis bark¬ 
ing brought rescucTs. His master and observer, W. Horsley Gantt, 
records another of Nick's achic'vemeiits: 

“On one occasion at night he followed my car without my knowl¬ 
edge, but as he could not overtake me, I met him on my return 
homeward. After passing him going in the O])posite direction, I 
turned around and went back, but he again had recognized my 
car and was again running toward me. I put on the brakc\s, but 
he continued running into the car which knockcxl him down and 
dragged him along, resulting in two scalp wounds. However, he 
trotted on home at a rapid pac(% so tliat 1 did not find him until 
I had also arrived.” 


§3 


A 'Need for Pain 

Obviously there was nothing wicked or shameful in Nick’s be¬ 
havior or emotional responses. The same thing is true of human 
beings. They are not trying to hurt themselves, because they are 
possessed by evil spirits nor evem because of some perverted 
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masochistic tcaidciick^s. They simply have readied a point in their 
inaliilily to handle an emotional conflict where both body and 
mind are in a position to liave something unpleasant happen to 
tlK'in. In fact, the something nnpkasant has Ix^come a physical as 
we ll as an emotional necessity, 

A good example of tlu' sort of person who dc'vcflops the accident 
liabit w^as a girl of twenty who w^as admitted to the' hosjiital for 
treatment of an old injury to her left arm. It Iiad bc'en liroken and 
mangled in a machine at the' factory in which she* had Iic'cn em¬ 
ployed. Anne, as wc' may call her, had rc'tnrned to the hospital for 
an operation because the injury had healed badly. 

d’he first thing w'c learned about her peisonal life was that she 
was one of the ten children of a janitor who had always been 
“good to me” but was fairly strict with all his children, and cquick¬ 
tempered besides. On the otlier hand, the mother ‘‘is grand and 
very understanding.’' Aniu' was a regular attendant at the Catholic 
Church~a majority of those who have the accident habit were 
brought lip in a strict religious atmosphere. Her concern for her 
health was indicated by her use of vitamin tablets and tonics, and 
by this sample from one of her talks with the j)sychiatrisl: 

“IVe always taken pretty good care of my health but I alw^ays 
was thin. A few weeks before the accident 1 was losing weight. . . . 
I tried to eat as much as I could and I force myself to drink milk. 
1 make sure 1 get enough sleep; if IVe had a strenuous day I go to 
bed and don't go out. I never slay out very late because 1 think it 
would be bad for my hixilth.” 

In addition, Anne spent a lot of time out of doors and was active 
in athlc'ties, not only because she liked them but because she sup¬ 
posed th(‘y w^ere good for her. She avoided smoking, coffee and 
alcohol (in this she was not typical) because she thought tliem 
liar infill. 

The girl had many friends, belonged to a club, had a boy friend 
aliout whom she was rather reticent. She did say that she planned 
some day to marry but not this lad. Sociability and popularity also 
are typical of the “accidentitis" patient. Anne had felt a little lonely 
since her arm had been Jiurt, partly because most of her intimate 
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friends liad married recently and also because her injured arm 
kept her out of things. 

‘The trouble is,” she said, “I have to do everything alone and I 
don’t like to be alone. Everybody else is working while Em play¬ 
ing.” 

The usual decisive, pseudo-irnpulsive behavior of the accident 
habit w as i t V't'ak'd when she said; 

Tin pretty fast to make iny mind up. Like other j)eople would 
be scared to undergo an operation and 1 just made up iny mind 
like that. It's tlu' same way when 1 go some place.” 

The c'onc'caitration on the present at the expense of a broader 
view was shown by tlie fact that although she was very ambitious, 
of avcTage intelligence and bitterly ashamed of the fact that lier 
futht'r was only a janitor and that most of the family worked in 
factoric's, she did nothing very decisive to change her lot. In the 
psychiatric history of her case appears this passage: 

“She focused upon immediate values rather than long-range 
goals. H(t strong emotional attachments were to people—her fam¬ 
ily and friends, and to concrete exj)eriences of the moment—swim¬ 
ming, tennis, horseback riding. She had no intellectual interests.” 

Anne had been traiiuT for secretarial work. She ludd a clerical 
job for a few weeks, but lost it and went to work in a factory, tend¬ 
ing a machine, and was secretly ashamed of it. It was not, however, 
dissatisfaction with the work which eontributed directly to the 
accident. She had been losing weight and as a result of the weak- 
iK'ss she had been transferred from the machines to lighter work. 
Eiirtherrnore, she had been promised that in a couple of wrecks slie 
would gc't the stenographic position which she much preferred. 
She had just returned from a very pleasant week end, and between 
that and the promise of the more attractive job she was, she said, 
“in high spirits.” That morning anothca* girl fainted at her machine. 

“It was very smoky and she couldn’t stand the smoke,” Anne 
explained. “It never bothered me. I never faint.” 

Anne therefore volunteered to take the other giiTs place. Before 
long her glove caught in the machinery and drew her wliole fore¬ 
arm in before the mechanism jammed and she could be released. 

[ 105 ] 



MIND AND BODY: Psychosomatic Medicine 

Most accident victims of this kind have a suppressed guilty feel¬ 
ing about their broken bones. Especially if they are accident-prone, 
they t(aid tf) regard the injury as punishment for sin or rebellion 
against authority—not as something they have done to themselves. 
Anne was no exception. She mentioned her sensation of guilt spon¬ 
taneously, saying: 

“I didn't like the work and I was always complaining to my 
mother. 1 wanted to rest, and now Tve got a good long rest—too 
long." 

Perhaps a more completely “normar story could not be told, at 
least normal on the surface. But beiu‘ath the surface, this girl's 
emotional life had engendered some conflict which never be!ore 
had escaped in action, speech or even very much thought. Her 
essential conflict with sterri authority, as represented by her father 
and her church, was reduced by her concentration on momentary 
desires. Achievement of her real ambition would liave opened up 
the gap between her and her family. Her complaints about her 
own factory job wcae indirect criticisms of her father, yet when 
she had the promise of the better job it turned out that she had a 
dec'p sense of guilt because she was being raised, as she felt, above 
her father. Probably carelessness, induced by the feeling of su¬ 
periority and the feeling of guilt, precipitated the accident. 

§4 

Events Leading Up to the Tragedy 

The actual circum.stances which precede most accidents—and, 
in the opinion of the patients, cause them—are often the most valu¬ 
able clue to the hidden conflict which creates emotional forces 
driving that particular individual into the accident habit. Here are 
some thoroughly representative examples of what patients in the 
accident ward of the hospital had been worrying about just before 
the moment of the accident: 

Mr. A. was hurrying—‘T am always in a hurry, even if I have 
plenty of time," he said—to apply for a job. He had just been laid 
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off from work he liked, arid was afraid lie would not get the new 
job at once. This fear was due chiefly to tlu' fact that he had not 
told his wife about bc'ing unemployed, and he dreaded the tearful 
scene to whicli he would be subjected if he had to admit it to her 
before he had another job. Brooding on this possibility, hi^ slipped 
on the ice and broke his l(‘g. 

Mrs. B., a young Catholic wife, was on her way to church for 
conft:ssion. She had V)een using contracexitives (which her church 
regards as a mortal sin) and was worrying about the fad that she 
would have to confess and also would have to prtmiise to give 
them u]i. Worrying over this, she fell down the front steps. 

Mr. C. had been working on Sunday morning, “wliich made me 
mad but I couldirt rchuse my boss.” He was still fuming at the in¬ 
justice of his c'luployer’s rc<|uest—and at the fact that he had had 
to get u]i for 6;o0 mass instead of lying luxuriously in lied until 
10:30 as he usually did on Sundays—when he succeeded in frac¬ 
turing a vc'itebra. 

Mr. D. was playing football because he was angry. He had 
found in the course of his twenty-nine years that he coiikl dissi¬ 
pate rage by this kind of violent exercise. This time he broke a leg. 

Miss E. was coming home from a dance where she had (‘iijoyed 
herself immensely. But she was worried just the same because she 
had been unable to get the kind of work she wanted and had to 
help her father in his business, whicli she hated. She fell and broke 
h('r arm. 

Mrs. F. was hit by a car while crossing the street on her way 
home from work. She was just opposite her church—a Roman 
Catholic institution—and was disturbed because she had been too 
late to go in that morning as usual. “I should have gone,” she said, 
'it's a comfort; I think about all the members of my family who 
are dead.” 

Miss G., aged seventeen, fell off a sled. Her worry at the mo¬ 
ment was that she had no business to be out at all because she was 
disobeying her parents by so doing. Two years earlier she had 
sprained her ankle under similar circumstances. 

At first glance these seem to be wholesome little every-day wor- 
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ries wliicli slioulcl not have had anytliing to do with (he accidents 
exce])t j)()ssi!)]y that preoccupation would make th(' victims a little 
carek ss. V>nt on analysis, tlic worries turn out to be all of one kind; 
thc*y turn out to be eoniK'cted witli a characteristic typical of the 
aceidcail-prone, and they turn out to be symptoms of an emotional 
conflict more iundamcMital than the specific worry of the momcTit. 

The woi rj(^s arc all of one kind in that they involve the ])aticnt s 
relations with authority. Mr. A. was spared the iirij^leasant scene 
with his wife, obviously a woman of whom he stood in some awe. 
Mrs. B. could put off the evil moment of confessing the sin of con- 
tracepti\a‘s and yet would not Ijc able to compound that sin by 
using tliem for a while. In the ease of Mr. C. the conflict involved 
his employ (a*. With Miss E. it was her parents, with Mrs. F. her 
church, with Miss C. the parents again. This resentment of an- 
tliority and failure to do anything very substantial to escape or 
cope with it is characteristic of th(* accident-prone. In cases which 
have been explored more deeply, the specific worry was hardly 
more than a symptom of the basic conllict. 

Mr. D. for example was doing more than blowing off steam for 
the particular anger of the moment. He was expressing an emo¬ 
tional ujiset which began in his family. lie had been brought up 
by a very stern father in Germany, then suhjeett'd to the domina¬ 
tion of older brothers and finally was oblig('d to abandon a busi¬ 
ness which had been in tlie family for thirty-seven years and leave 
Germany. His emotional life liad been a series of repressed emo¬ 
tional conflicts with authority—fatlicr, brothers and the State. 

Actually the fracture patients who fall into the accident-habit 
group suffered their injuries almost entirely under one or more of 
these circumstances; when their strong aggressive hostility 
was aroused or the pressure from authority becaiiK^ too great, as in 
the case of those whose self-esteem had been damaged by un¬ 
employment and nagging; when they built up too much resentment 
against their superiors at home or at work, as in the case of 
those forbidden to use contraceptives or forced to work on 
Sundays. 

Tlie well-defined accident pattern was not a question of the 
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Ienj 2 ;tli of lime the coriHict liad been going on, Init the s(‘verity of 
its emotional drive. The older patients in this group had no larger 
iiuinhi'r of previous accidents than the younger oik's. In fact, they 
had h;id fc wcT. Of those l)t‘t\veen fifteen and twenty-four years 
old, 87 per cent had had ]Hc\'ious injuries. In the age group twenty- 
five to thirt}’-lour only 88 pnr cent had previous ijijnries and in the 
thirty-five to filty-liv(’ bracket 66 per cent. Tliis suggests that “acci- 
dentitis” is a disease of youth, tiowc’ver, sinc(' accidents are sucli 
a major cause of death or disability among the young, it may be 
that the discrepancy is accounted for by the fact that so many of 
the viclims arc* kilh'd or permanently crippk'd before they are 
twenty-five*. 

There was the scnc'uteen-year-old mentioned on page 38 wlio 
was brought into th(' hospital with a brokcai ankle, the result of 
sliding dt'spcralely into base during a baseball game. Johnny’s 
chief inf ('rest in life was atlik'ties, and he explained that lie was 
perhaps playing harder than usual in anger because his side was 
losing. Ilowc'ver, it developed that lu' had had sevc'ii pre\'ious 
major injuries and countless minor ones. None of the seven had 
Ixx'ii sulh'red during an athletic contest, although he had always 
preferred to play football and basketball with larger, heavier 
boys—he was a bit undersized—“bc'cairse those' my size don't play 
roughly t'liough. I like tough going.” 

In his first conversation, it was apparent that Johnny had been 
in trouble with authority, botli at home and at school. Of his 
fatlicr he said; “lie means business when he speaks at borne.” He 
described his mother as relatively easygoing. The family w'cre 
Methodists, and the boy went to both church and Sunday school 
every Sunday until he was twelve, when he switched to the YMCA. 
He was still devout enough to think that he would take up church 
again sooner or later. 

Of an active and sociable nature, like most fracture patients, he 
had also had the tyi)ical nervous troubles of childhood—sucking 
his thumb until he was nine, walking and talking in his sleep. He 
was characteristically careful of his health, basing his fondness for 
sports on the theory that “they build you up.” He added: 
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“I am always ia the pink of condition; being in training helps to 
keep {ron\ doing things that are mihealthy ” 

He had the aecideiit patient’s happy-go-lucky but cautious sex 
life. lie had been going with girls since he was ten, but sought a 
new one? every six months or a year. His current girl was one of his 
worric'S. 

"Sh(' lias already planned our honeymoon, house and children,” 
he said, "anel 1 haven’t the vaguest desire to marry her at alb” 

Johnny’s neglect of tlie future, not so much in marriage as in 
school, was also an accident-habit trait. He had planned to go to 
colleger and study engineering, but casually overl()ok(‘d the re¬ 
quirement that he study languages in high school. lie thought it 
hardly worth wiiile to make up for this oversight, and so had set¬ 
tled for a course in aeronautics. 

As he talked, it became' apjiare'nt that liis resentment to author¬ 
ity was greater tlian he knew. It wais some time after his first men¬ 
tion of liis mother tliat he spoke feelingly of his real annoyance 
with the sort of punishment she inflicted upon liirn. Slie would 
make him stay indoors for two weeks at a time if he failed once to 
come liorne at the very moment she had dictated. Wflien h(' broke 
his ankle, he finally admitted, he was really as angry at the fact 
that he was playing more poorly than usual b(icause of be ing kept 
aw^ay fjom practice' as he was be'cause his team w^as losing. 

“Did I say Mother was easygoing?” he remarked at this point. 
“I am not (iiiite sure that w^as quite the right word.” 

Obviously Johnny w^as largely unaware of his emotional con¬ 
flicts. He probably would not have had the accident habit if he had 
known what caused it. On the other hand, if he had known that 
much, lie would not have been a high-school boy of seventeen 
either. 

TreatnK'iit for Jolmny and the other accident-habit or accident- 
prone patients involves a deep understanding of all the factors 
W'hicli go into “accidentitis” in a particular individual. Obviously 
it is not just because they have conflicts with authority. Nearly 
everyone has them at one time or another in his life, but most 
people do not get sick at all from them, let alone develoj) a habit 
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of breaking their bones. The particular type of conflict, the par¬ 
ticular kind of lamily setting have a good deal to do with it. Then 
the way in which the individual seeks to meet the conflict plays a 
large part in deciding whether it is going to result in a bodily ail¬ 
ment or injury. Tlu' mental and emotional and physical capabili¬ 
ties of the individual as formed and developed by all his past 
experience must be takc'ii into account. 

All these 1 actors add up to enough variations tluit it is difficult 
to s('t down ruk's which will apply to all cases of “accideutitis,” or 
any other disease for which understanding and treatment de¬ 
mand a psychosomatic approach.* Over the centuric\s, a chasm 
has yawned ever wider betw(x‘n the physical and psychic worlds. 
On one side, the witch doctor, the lt‘ech and the physudogist were 
working. On the other labored the priest and the ])svchologist. 
liecently, as time is measured, a start has been made toward 
building a bridge over the chasm, and that bridge is the psycho¬ 
somatic approach. When it is completed we may be able to deal 
with the fundamental causes of “accidentitis’' as we now deal 
with the fundamental causes of malaria, by draining the swamps. 

** See for o'xample the statement made by Martin Hewitt: “If I were in 
search of a man ol wlioin 1 knew nulliing but tliat lie s(]Liiiited, bore a birth¬ 
mark on his riglit hand, and limped, and I observed a man vvlio answered 
to the first peculiarity, so far the clue would be trivial, because thousands of 
men squint. Now, if tliat man moved and exhibited a birthmark on his right 
hand, the value* of tliat sejuiiit and that mark would increase* at one e* a 
hundred or a themsand feild. Apart they are little; togetluT much. The 
weight of evidence is not doubled mendy; it would be only dembleel if lialf 
the men vvhe^ sqiiinleel had right-hand birthmarks; whereas the proportion, 
if it cenild he asceTtained, would be, perhaps, more like eme in teui themsand. 
The twe) trivialities, peiinting in the same direction, become; very strong evi¬ 
dence. And, when the man is seen to walk with a limp, that limp (aneHhcr 
triviality), reinforcing the others, brings the mutter to the rank of a practi¬ 
cal certainty.” 
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The Mind and the Heart 


§1 

More words have been spoken and written about the heart than 
about any other organ of the body. Our liteTature is full of them, 
but no one who knew the heart only through the voluminous out¬ 
pourings of centuries of sentimental authors would ever recognize 
this important muscle if he saw it on the dissecting table. Yet he 
would have learned a certain amount of truth from the legends. 
It makes a great deal of diflFcrence, medically speaking, whether 
a x^ersonality is ruled by head or heart. It can make the ditference 
between broken bones and broken hearts—and no breaks at 
alb 

In the bright lexicon of many generations of romantic writers, 
the heart was the seat of all emotions. It leaped for joy and broke 
for grief. It palpitated for love and stopped for terror. Fear drove 
it into the mouth and depression into the boots. It throbbed in 
sympathy, beat more strongly in courage, fluttered in modesty. It 
was apostrophised by lovers, heroes and poets. Only to the physi¬ 
ologists, traditionally men of small gift for colorful expression, was 
the heart merely a delicately contrived mechanism, ingeniously 
designed for its important function, but no more attractive in ap- 
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pearance than the liver. And they did not discover its primary 
function—to puiup V)lood—until the sevcuteentli centvuy. 

Neither the rornautic nor the physiological approach to allairs 
of the heart can be* ignored in a psycliosomatic consideration of 
the diseases which afllict tliat organ. Both have important elements 
of trutli, including some which ncitJier proponent would be likely 
to admit. Either by itself is far from a complete picture. The emo¬ 
tions, on which the one will lavish the language of poeti y, and the 
mechanical functions, which the other wall describe in the terms 
of a highly eclucateil ].)hunber, are equally important to an under¬ 
standing of the huuian heart. 

Fortunately or otherwise, deptmding on the point of view, real 
life in this as in many othtT instances of mankiiuFs development 
has caught up with fiction. The heart is subject to almost as many 
influences as the story tellers and song singers believed. 

For example, heartbreak used to be the major cause of death in 
the romantic novels of our forefathers. It figured in a good deal of 
soberer but still highly romantic interpretation of history. Unhappy 
royalty and generals were taken off by heartbreak as by an epid¬ 
emic. Heroines die more grimly and with better clinical descrip¬ 
tions in contemporary fiction, but real people today are twdee as 
likely to die of heart diseases as of anything else. 

By far the largest killer in modern society, heart diseases also ac¬ 
count for about 20 per cent of all time lost from work because of ill¬ 
ness. These ailments take men aw^ay from the job for a total of al)out 
a million man years or 250,000,000 man days a year. Only nc'rvous 
and mental disorders are responsible for more chronic invalids. 

Diseases of the heart are not all the same. Neither are the emo¬ 
tional factors which enter into them. But the similarities are as 
great or greater than in the case of the accident-prone. Further¬ 
more, the heart-disease victim’s appearance is strikingly different 
from that of the fracture patient, for instance, liach type of heart 
disease has its own type of personality as well. Tlu' personality 
factors and their history arc often of more importance than the 
presence or absence of actual organic damage. 
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§2 


Fatiern for Heartbreak 


An illuminating example of this point was providcid by two 
men who were admitted to the hospital at about the same time, 
siiflering from the same symptoms. For Y)iirpos(\s of comparison 
we may call one Joseph, the other Josephus. At first glance they 
did not seem to resemble each other very much, excc'pt that both 
were Jews. Tlu'y were entirely different physical types. Joseph was 
thirty-two and married; Josephus was twenty-four and single. 
Joseph had an organic heart disease; Josephus was (piite free of 
organic damage'. But if the two cases are placed side by side, as 
they were seen in the host>itah an interesting pattern develops. 


Joseph 

(with organic disease) 

Josc]Dh was an only child of a 
more than usually over-solicitous 
mother. When the boy was three 
years old his father died, a shock 
which was intensified for the wife 
and child by the fact that a year 
earlier tlie head of the house had 
had a sunstroke. The mother nur¬ 
tured in h(T son strong feelings on 
the subject of sunstroke, and the 
incident had played a consider¬ 
able part in his emotional life. 

Always a sickly child, J(;seph 
hit his nails until he was fifteen or 
sixteen, began to mastiubate at 
thirteen and worried about it a 
great deal until he started having 
casual sex relations although 
never, as he put it, with a ‘nice 
girl.” He married a few years be¬ 
fore his illness, but only because, 
he said, he “felt obligated” since 
he had “strung the girl along” and 


Josephus 

(without organic disease) 

Josephus was the only son—he 
had one sister—of an over-solicit¬ 
ous inotlicr and a father whose 
emotional make-up was so like his 
own that a friend said it was im- 
possil^le for them to get along. 
The fatlicr had suffered a mild 
.sunstroke on a golf course only a 
little while before Josephus be¬ 
came ill, and his father had al¬ 
ways been an important factor in 
the boy's emotional development. 

In childhood, he was a nail biter 
and had temper tantrums which, 
he said, were “beaten out of me 
by my father.” A period of mas¬ 
turbation was followed by casual 
sex relations with a scries of girls, 
and the previous summer a heart 
specialist had advised him to get 
married. 

Two years before, he had been 
engaged to a wealthy girl whose 
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she finally asked him. Since his 
marriage he had had no more in¬ 
clinations toward casnal sex ad¬ 
ventures, partly because he was 
afraid of his wife, a possessive 
woman of whom he said: 

“I think of her more as my 
mother, really, than anything else. 
She treats me like a little bov, and 
I like it.” 

As a young man, Joseph went 
to work in an insurance office, but 
finally lost his job (apparently 
through no fault of his own), He 
then resorted to odd jobs of vari¬ 
ous kinds until he settled down to 
a pleasant job as a g>'mnasium 
teacher. He had always been fond 
of outdoor sports. 

A heavy smoker, Joseph did not 
enjoy it much and often felt a lit¬ 
tle naus(\atcd as a result, but he 
stuck to it because it killed his ap¬ 
petite to eat between meals. He 
had a comi^ulsion to cat which led 
him to luck away a heavy meal 
even if he was not hungry, and 
tliis had come to bother him so 
much that he tried to substitute 
tobacco. 

Joseph, who actually had or¬ 
ganic trouble, w^as quite sure there 
must be some mistake about it. 
Even after he left the hospital, he 
wanted to check up on the diag¬ 
nosis that had been made there. 
He said he was confident enough 
that “the doctors at the hospital 
were very capable.” But he just 
couldn't believe they were right in 
his case and he wanted to make 
sure. He had suflFered some pain 
for four months. During that time 


mother had been almost an equal 
objec't of his aflections until she 
defrauded him (as he thought) of 
$3,000 worth of commissions to 
which he was enlith^d for han¬ 
dling her investments. She turned 
her atfairs over to someone else, 
wherciiiKni Jose])hus parted from 
her daughter and herself, without 
any obvious outburst of anger but 
with considerable inner turmoil, 
of which he was not fully aware. 

Josephus went from school into 
his father’s insuraiu‘e business. 
That and the handling of his pro¬ 
spective'. mother-iu-law’s affairs 
had come to an end together, for 
when he broke off with her daugh¬ 
ter, he also gave up working with 
his father, with whom he “couldn’t 
agree” anyway. 

Eating, Josephus thought, was 
related to his troubles in some 
way. He was interested in food, 
and recalled that an earlier heart 
attack came while he was at a 
road-side restaurant with his par¬ 
ents. “I remember I wms eating a 
cheese and ham sandwich, and 
had a glass of beer, something I 
never drink,” he said. 

Josephus, wbo actually had no 
organic damage, was always sure 
he did. He had b('eii to a half- 
dozen physicians after his first at¬ 
tack. The first one told him he had 
indigestion, the second that he had 
heart trouble and .should see a 
third, a specialist, who told him 
his heart was all right, but later 
“slight irregularities” developed. 
Some time later, the fourth told 
Josephus he had a bad munnur. 
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he had been IreaUul by several 
doctors for “heart tioiibl(^ indi¬ 
gestion or some other diseasi'/ but 
the words of wisdom they had 
spol<eii to him had obviously been 
heard liglitly and dismissed easily. 

Tluae was no record of any 
heart disease in the young man's 
famil\\ How ever, Ins inoth(*r, who 
at the time* of his illness was sixty, 
had thought for a long time that 
she might have* heart trouble be¬ 
cause she had pains in the chest. 

For all his passive acc(*ptance of 
tlie dominance of his wife and 
mothcjr, Itrscph regarded himself 
as a (luick-tempered man and so 
sensiti\’t? to pain that he was en¬ 
raged by the least inconsiderate- 
ness. His dreams were full of fights 
and arguments, but not his wak¬ 
ing mornc'nts. On one ocx*asion 
when it scriined he might get in- 
volvt'd uv a street fight, it was 
actually his wife who w'anted to 
beat up the other man. Joseph 
cherished his grudges for a long 
time' and enjoyed revenge on those 
w'ho had offended him. But he 
took no straightforward action to 
satisfy his feelings. Rather he 
show ed his anger in such ways as 
calling “Simon” or “Kohn” to a 
man who had changed his name 
to St(*dman Coles, and doing it in 
die presence of others. 

One evening, Joseph had din¬ 
ner at the home of his mother who 
inquired most anxiously about his 
health, as slie always did. “I never 
felt better in my life,” he replied. 
“I feel as muscular and strong as 


The fifth and sixth told fiim his 
heart condition w as functional and 
incxstly iK'i ves, but by this time he 
w'as so confused by the conllicting 
stories that he could not belicwe; 
anyone', and h(‘ contiiiiicd to be 
cpiite positive he had organic 
troulde. 

He had an actual cardiac hered¬ 
ity, an uncle having clroppc*d dead 
of heart disease just after Josephus 
experienced his own first symp¬ 
toms. His mother, at this time 
forty-eiglit, complained of pains 
in her chest which she thought 
might be heart trouble. 

It w'as tyjucal of Josephus that 
he never inciilioned his anger 
to his pros[)ective mother-in-law 
wIk'h she cheated him, although 
he was full of rage. He? neveu* gave 
his feelings toward his fathca* full 
play. “1 would just get burned up 
inside,” he explained. “Slmt up 
and not say anything for days at 
a tinu'.” The link to the childhood 
temper tantrums which had been 
beaten out of him was obvious. 
The many violent conflicts with 
his father had been repres.sed for 
years, and w^ere accentuated by 
the experience with his mother-in- 
law-to-be. After that incident, he 
said, he “got all balk'd up,” but he 
said nothing to anyone and did not 
seek relief in action. 

One evening Josephus took a 
girl to the movies after dinner. He 
had remarked earlier that he never 
felt better in his life as he had just 
returned from a vacation taken to 
recover from liis previous attack. 
While watching the picture, lie de¬ 


can be. Tliat night he got sick 
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and was admitted to the hospital veloped a slow, stabbing y)ain in 
with severe })ains under the breast- front of tlie lieart, and was doubled 
bone, so acute that he had to be up by it when he reached the hos- 
quieted with three h\'pod(Tmics. pital. 

As the treatment of Josepli and Josepbiis progresst^d, it was ap¬ 
parent that tliey were faced w'ilb similar conflicts—both had re¬ 
pressed their hostility and anger, both accepted a passive role in 
the home altlunigh b^sephns was youngtT and still fighting a little 
against it, both felt themselves s(‘xua]ly inadecpiatc^ and botli suf¬ 
fered from piaanatiire ejaculation. 

Neither obtained as much psychotherapy as the cases wa:)uld 
have demanded under ideal conditions. Treatment had to be di¬ 
rected Unvard the conflicts w^hich were most immediately con- 
nectc'd wath thtnr bodily ailments. Yet both were able to resume 
their activities—normal ones in the case of Jose})hus who in three 
years had no more bodily symptoms. He had not, liowx'ver, re¬ 
mained free of what might be called his psycliic s\'mptoms. He 
had to go back to work after eight periods of psychotherapy. While 
he still had no organic heart disease, the wdiole backgjound of 
psychosomatic studio's suggests that if he cannot be relieved of 
his emotional disturbances, he will return to the hospital in later 
life with organic disease too. 

Joseph, w'hose discharge note described him as “a case of clas.si- 
cal coronary thrombosis unusual in such a young man,’' had seven 
periods of psychotlierapy and was seen at interv als of a few months 
for nearly two years. He was able to be a little more active than he 
had been on his discharge from the hospital, and he had had no 
move attacks. 

The fact that Joseph, wdlh no cardiac heredity, was the one w^ho 
had organic damage was somewhat at variance with a popular 
notion of heart diseases. But in our hospital studies, w'c found that 
exposure to someone with heart disease, or even with the symp¬ 
toms of heart disease, seems to be more dangerous than the actual 
heredity. This is particularly true if the exposiiie lias taken place 
under somewdiat dramatic circum.stanees, or at a time in the pa- 
tienl’s life when the incident seems especially tragic or painful. 
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§3 

The Brittleness of Stren^h 

It is cliaractcTistic of people who suffer from heart disease that 
tliey are hard workers, driving themselves witlunit mtTcy and ap- 
2 :)areiitly enjoying it. It is typical of them to say: ‘1 have to keep 
doing something useful.” Now this is very different from the rest¬ 
lessness of the fracture patient, who would j)nt it: “I have to keep 
doing something, it doesn’t matter what.” 

Time after time, in our hosi)ital studies, we took down the views 
of our cardiac cases on their work and its conditions. They were 
proud of the long hours they worked, and incidentally resentful of 
the little appreeiation they got for it. They were not in the usual 
sense, however, victims of overwork. They were victims of the 
psychol(\gical circurnslances which were responsible for their ap¬ 
parent ambition. 

These patients were rc'markable in the apparent strength but 
actual extr(an(‘ brittleness of their d(‘fenses. 1’hey were strong only 
as long as a highly unified, rigidly crystallized life role turned out 
to be something to which they were culturally well adapted and 
which they found rewarding. 

But flieir brittle she'll covered a mental poverty or insecurity 
which had no other defenses once the shell was cracked. It seemed 
to make little difference whether the shell was broken from with¬ 
out or within. The result was rapid transition to a bodily ailment. 

Just as the hard work is less responsible than the emotional con¬ 
ditions wliich led to it, so the heart-disease patient s characteristic 
carelessness of health, irregular eating habits, frequently excessive 
use of tobacco and coffee, disregard of sleep and so on are danger 
signals. They are not necessarily dangers. 

In some cases, the abandonment of these bad habits is likely to 
set UJ3 a new emotional disturbance even worse than the one re¬ 
placed. Such people usually have a self-destructive tendency—not 
necessarily as strong as a definite suicidal impulse—which is usu¬ 
ally repressed but is often expressed in their moods of depression. 
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Before it is safe for them to give up tlie bad habits they already 
have, they must be helped to understand why they have them. 
Otherwise, they will perhaps fly to even worse habits and an even 
more dilliciilt disease. 

UsvvaUy they lespoud to treatment rather more readily thar\ the 
fracture patient. That is because they have had long practice of 
working o\it things for themselves, instead of leaving them to 
otht-Ts as the accident-prone like to do, and so tliey begin to work 
out their own easels. Generally they have done a great deal of 
thinking, even as children. I'hroughout life their pljysical reaction 
to an emotional problem was far more likely to be in wa^rds than 
in impulsive action. They w’ill brood over their illness in solitude in¬ 
stead of talking it over with those tliree greatest sources of advice 
and la'positories of confidc'uces in our society—thc neighbor, the 
druggist and the bartender. 

The sutterer from heart disease should not take comfort from 
the fact that he has always been a cheerful patient, treating his 
illness as a joke. That feeling generally hides a very poor adjust¬ 
ment indeed. In the series of patients studied at the hospital, those 
who were the good sports about their illness were the most likely 
to die. 

This type of patient generally has strong guilt feelings about sex. 
rromiseiiity or sexual indulgence, to which many of them arc 
drawn, conflicts with their ideals and principles. One of the results 
is that they frequently ask the physician if they should not give 
up sex altogether. This is usually an unconscious expression of the 
patient’s need to discipline or punish himself. Actuall\% it is far 
belter to relieve tlie patient’s sense of guilt by showing it for what 
it is than by agreeing with his proposal to restrict his normal mari¬ 
tal life. 

There are thousands if not millions in this country whose cardiac 
and emotional histories are like that of a butcher who was ad¬ 
mitted to the hospital one day complaining of a j)eculiar feeling 
around the heart. In many ways he was a model citizen and had 
enjoyed good health for all his forty-eight years, although he had 
suffered somewhat from indigestion for five and had been taking 
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mineral oil for Ion. He said his ancestors all lived to be past eighty, 
and the only serious illness in the family was high blood pressure 
in tlu’ ease of his mother, but she had got over it. 

An only child, he had been two months old when his father died 
in a railroad accident. Tw(*lve years later his mother married again, 
and the boy got along so badly with his stc'pfather that after seven 
months he ran away from home and made his living for a year sell¬ 
ing newspapers. Then he got a job in a meat market, and by the 
time he was eighteen was able to support his grandiiK^ther, who 
came to live with him. 

When liis stepfather died, his motlier married again, this time a 
man twenty years her junior. The son objected violently but fruit¬ 
lessly. He decided to forget about it, and g('t married himself. He 
was only twenty-one, and tlie girl he selected was a year older, 
but she thought they wci e both too young to marry. She consented 
after some urging and he bought a butcher shop witfi his savings. 

From that time on he worked hard, rising at six and working 
until eight in the evening. He never took a vacation. One of his 
reasons was that he was determined to be a better parent to his 
four children than Ihs mother or his two stepfathers had been to 
him. He had, however, taken his sex life lightly, professing not to 
be upset when after the birth of their fourth child liis wife lost 
interc^st in sex, presumably because she had breii treated with 
radium. The butclier insisted it did not matter to him because the 
childien were really all his life, lie was extremely ambitious for 
them, and desperately anxious to l)e a good father, saying: 

‘d never gave them a piece of bread that it wasn’t divided 
equally. 1 would like to send them to college but I won’t send one 
until I can send them all.” 

There w^as no evidence llnit he had ever aske^l th(^m whether 
they \vanl(‘d to go to college any more than he had considered, in 
dividing the piece of bread, whetlicr they were all hungry. He was 
going to be his idea of a good father. So in his exaggerated stiain- 
ing for (‘quality, he sliovvc'd a characteristic avoidance of any at¬ 
tempt at intelligent discrimination. One of his children might have 
been happier as a secix^tary tlian as a college girl, another in a 
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trade rather than a profession and a third might really have been 
college material. But the mentality of so many coronary patients 
is not geared to thinking of these things. Nor would it occur to 
them, if thca e is no obvious choice to be made on the basis of talent 
or inclination, to send the oldest child to college when he is ready 
and wony about the others when their time comes. It does not 
occur to a man like our butclicr because his real probkan is not 
the children at all, but how to deal with liis own emotional re¬ 
actions. 

This particular patient thought his life, was further complicated 
by the fact that the pressure of business had led him to take a part¬ 
ner. Their simp did W'cll, but he was irritable merely because he 
was not entiK'ly his own master. He was sure it was bad for him 
to lose his ccpianiinity, but he could not help it. He stuck to his 
business partnership largely for the sake of his wife and children, 
but said: 

"‘After all, a lot of business is personality and if you got irritable 
you can't do much anyhow. Having a partner makes it much more 
difficult not to get irritable.'" 

Yet he repressed his anger, and was easily upset by fighting or 
talk of it. Hti said that he had been made much worse by a fight 
between two other patients in his ward. It was obvious that the 
same repressions liad blocked expression of liis lifelong anger, 
wliich had been directed in turn at his early difficulties, his mother s 
remarriages, his inability to send his children to college, his partner 
and his customers. Just after his second son was graduated from 
high school and expressed a desire to go on to college, the butcher 
was seized with his first severe attack of i)aiu. It carnc just after a 
heavy lunch, and the doctor diagnosed his gall bladder as at fault. 
A second doctor said it was hardening of the arteries. A third sug¬ 
gested aluminum poisoning arid prescribed a powder which gave 
relief. Four months later, the butcher suffered new pains so severely 
that he again consulted a doctor, but this time powder gave no 
relief and after ten days his wife persuaded him to go to the hos¬ 
pital. 

He did not seem very much disturbed by his illness, and was the 
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“good sport” type of patient. After three weeks he was discharged, 
and he seemed very much better. 

“IVc made up my mind to go home and be all right because my 
family Tieeds me,” he said. 

Obviously, there had been no success in showing him what his 
real troubles were. He did not understand the einolional conflict, 
the resentments and the suppressed aggressive tcndc'iicies which 
had gone into the making of his personality, flailing to understand 
them, he could not ofler them any release and the y rf'inained un¬ 
treated and dangerous. Wiihiii a year ht‘ was readmitted to the 
hospital and di(‘d in an oxygen tent ten days later. 

§4 

Metamorphosis of a Nuisance 

Another type of cardiac patient is the one whose trouble used to 
be deemed not so sensible as that of the butcher but was labeled 
the result of sheer folly. Later it was found to be neurotic, and 
now is sometimes treated as a disease and not a nuisance. More 
dramatic than most, but following essentially th(.‘ same pattern as 
tliousands of others was the ease of Mrs. O., an exceptionally 
attractive young woman whose story is as typical as that of the 
butcher. 

Mrs. O, had been born to middle-class, moderately w(dl-to-do 
parents. She was the third girl in a family of four daugliters and a 
son. From the day of her birth, she had been exposed to ineexssant 
conflicts between her parents, both of whom were highly nervous 
people. All her sisters sulfered from hay fever and asthma (in both 
emotional factors arc known to play a major role) and the brother 
had tuberculosis. In the family quarrels, Mrs. O. had been torn 
between her parents rather more than most children. While she 
was inclined to prefer her father, he constantly disillusioned her 
and she turned to her mother, whom she regarded as more vir¬ 
tuous. 

She did well in school, and took a great interest in dramatics, 
hoping in girlhood as she did when she was grown up that she 
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could make a career for herself in the theatre. In part at least, this 
rather stronst^r than normal feminine desire to be a great actiess 
was an outgrowth of shyness and self-depreciation, for which she 
sought overcornj)ensation in dramatic behavior and dress. 

Her family could not afford to send h(T to college, so she took a 
teacher’s training course but was married before she finished it. 
Her husband had a large income of his own and belonged to an 
extremely wealthy family, but he turned out to be not the most 
desirable mate for a girl whose own emotional life was not very 
stable. 

Three days after their marriage, she woke up to find that her 
husband was masturbating and apparently talking lovingly to an¬ 
other woman. He confessed that he had done it all his life and 
begged hc'r to help him get over it. Mrs. O. herself had suffered 
one of her own emotional shocks partly in connection with this 
problem, and it had been complicated by her strong father iden¬ 
tification. At the age of twelve she had been playing baseball— 
her father was interested in sports—contrary to specific maternal 
decree but v'ith high paternal approval. In the course of the game 
she broke her ankle, which she was inclined to regard partly as 
punishment for disobeying her mother and partly as a penalty for 
her own masturbation, which had begun just a little while before. 

I'he impression made ujKm her by this incident had been height¬ 
ened by mc'inory of what she regarded as a similar ‘ punishment’^ 
which God had inflicted upon her father when she was six y(‘ars 
old. Although both her parents had strict religious principles, her 
father had begun to be unfaithful to his wife, and brought his 
infidelities to a rather unsavory pitch on Christmas Eve by bring¬ 
ing one of the objects of his defection home to help him trim the 
Christmas tree. Mrs. O.’s mother sat upstairs and wept while this 
ceremony was going on, and by the time it was finished, the hus¬ 
band and his girl were relatively tight. While taking her home, he 
slipped on the ice and broke his leg. Mrs. O.’s earliest strong recol¬ 
lection of him was seeing him carried into the house helpless and 
being told that it was thus that God had punished him for his sin. 
The daughter had been so impressed that after she broke her 
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ankle she gave up her own “sin, ’ and when her husband sought 
her helx”), she was not inclined to regard the prol)lein lightly. After 
six weeks of having Mr. O. confess in the morning that he had 
broken his promises of the day before, she consulted a doctor w^ho 
told her to forget all about it, adding that mt)st men masturbated 
and all women did. This last offended Mrs. O. all the more? because 
it was not true of her, and she was bitterly disap})ointe'd to think 
that there was no hope' of medical help for her or her husband. 

In this mood, she discovered that she was pre'gnant, and one 
morning while rearranging the furniture she? strained Ijer back. 
After some weeks of xvain, her physician suggested tn'atment which 
included a therapeutic abortion and would involve nearly a year 
in bed in a hospital. 

“Can it be that I welcomed the idea?” Mrs. O. wondered a long 
time afterward, ‘1 don't believe that 1 rt'ally needed the operation, 
but I couldn't get divorced, and this s('emed a heaven-sent oppor¬ 
tunity to get away from my husband’s masturbation.” 

Probably it was, but Mrs. O. made use of her respite to fall into 
the rather common error of deciding that if she had a child, her 
marital problems would grow easier. Of course the resulting baby 
only caused more complications. The first one was a war of grand¬ 
mothers. Mr. O.’s mother, wlio had never approved of her daugh¬ 
ter-in-law, became a constant visitor in the later stages of Mrs. O.’s 
pregnancy and gave orders and advice to all the household. Mrs. 
O.’s own mother adopted the same tactics, and n(?ither of the two 
older women could abide the presence of the other. 

Into this angry atmosphere, Mr. O. intruded liis own brand of 
emotional disturbance. He decided that two or three months’ ab¬ 
stinence from sexual intercourse was going to have a bad effect 
upon his health and his business efficiency. After the child was 
born, his problems continued, accentuated by a new habit of heap¬ 
ing reproaches upon his wife. In spite of his wealth, h(? disturbed 
himself over the additional exi^cnse of a child, insisted that his 
wife keep house on $15 a week, including parties and liquor, and 
finally moved into a smaller apaitment. The little boy was two 
years old by this time, and in the new home frequently had to 
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sleep ill the same room with his parents. Mrs. O. had learned 
enough about child carc' to be seriously worried about the effect 
on th(' child of c'xposui'c. to the nocturnal conflicts between her and 
her husband. 

About this time Mrs. O. managc'd to fall in love with a mutual 
friend, a married man who was a liusiness associate of her husband. 
Neither hc'r upbringing nor her personality as developed by the 
whole course of her tanotional life nor her sexual experiences up 
to this time had (|ualified her to treat lightly a liaison of this kind. 
Afte r the first phase of fuT affair had passed, she retired to the 
country for two months to repent and persuade herself not to see 
her lover again. 

At this ]ioint in Mrs. O.’s career, the moralist may see in her 
nothing more than a neurotic, flighty woman whose sense of duty 
is blimtcKl, who therefore deserves all she will get. The physician 
will l)e impressed by the toughness of a human being who can go 
thi'oiigh an emotional life such as hers and retain even some shreds 
of sanity. 

Obviously she was ripe for a thorough psychosomatic diagnosis. 
In fact, treatment at a much earlier stage would have been indi¬ 
cated. But, like most people, she had not so much as thought of 
the possibility of a little preventive psychotherapy. The great ma¬ 
jority of i^atients wait until tliere is a serious bodily ailment wliich 
will yield to no other treatment before they turn t(3 psychiatry. 
Mrs. O., therefore, wrestled with her problems alone in tlie coun¬ 
try, and was so far from solving them tliat in spite of her strong 
feelings of guilt about adultery, she made an appointment with 
her lover for the day she was to return to town. 

The evening before, she attended a gay farewell party. As had 
happened often before, her shyness broke out into exhibitionism, 
in the course of a rather well-lubricated occasion. She later told 
the hospital physicians that she had been doing gymnastics and 
supposed that she liad pulled a muscle. She also managed to get 
herself knocked down, and thought she had broken a rib. 

At die time, she was struck with a feeling of great relief. She 
thought that it would now be unnecessary for her to sleep with 
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either her husband or her lover for quite a while. Tliat hope was 
disappointed when it was established that the rib was not broken, 
but the same purpose was served by a eoT\tinuation of her pain, 
and the next day she was sent to the hospital. Here a lieart condi¬ 
tion was diagnosed, and the attitude tyjncal of the cardiac who 
has developed his illness under circumstances similar to those of 
Mrs. O. was displayed when she said: 

“I was reading a book; the Lord strikes knives into the hearts 
of his childicti who err. 1 guess that's what happened to me ” 

This concc'plioii of a vengeful, not to say sadistic Deity, is not 
confined to cardiacs, of course, but it is notable how often they 
atti*ibutc their disease to such a cause. Mrs. O. spent a month in 
the hos]3ital while various heart ailments were considered. She 
was discharged finally, not as cured, but as able to bc^ treated at 
home. Her trouble at tlie time was set down as an acute form of 
rheumatic heart disease. 

Back in her home, Mrs. O. .stayed in bed for two months. Her 
illness, it will be noted, still prevented her from having to make 
any unwelcome decisions about her sex life or about any of the 
other domestic difficulties which she had found too much for her. 
But a few days before Christmas .she got up for a party. Her lover 
and Ins wife were among the guests, and the old conflict returned 
in full force. On Christmas day she was again in the hospital. 

Her stay this time was two months. At first she was far too ill 
for a complete examination to be made. She was put in an oxygen 
tent, and required oxygen for several days. The signs of heart 
disease were much more ay)parent and complicated than on her 
previous stay, but the ho.spital note on her case said: 

“Her diagnosis was extremely obscure.” 

Several more possibilities were discussed by the physicians, but 
at last she was discharged, apparently very much improved, al¬ 
though this time the discharge diagnosis contained question marks, 
reading: “Active rheumatic pericarditis? Arthritis of rheumatic 
fever?” 

Early in May, Mrs. O. was allowed out of bed again, but with 
strict hmitations of activity. Since the difficulties of her home life 

[ 126 ] 



The Mind and the Heart 

had not decreased, she arrang(‘d to visit an aunt in the country, 
but had hardly arrived when another attack stait her to the hos¬ 
pital for the third time. When she was ready to leave a month later 
she herself asked for psychiatric tieatment, although both the at¬ 
tending ph>'sician and her husband recommended against it. She 
was taken to lier summer home in an ambulance, and remained in 
bed. llc'r only visitors woae her mother and mother-in-law, the 
two people of whom slu' w^as most afraid. 

Under th('S(^ eireuinstanees, more frecpient visits than once a 
week were impossible for the psychiatrist. Neveitheless, Mrs. O.’s 
persomility soon became clear. It was apparent that she tried hard 
to be a good mother to h('r child, but was constantly thwarted by 
her husband. The ehiUrs shortcomings, however, seemed to her 
to exj^ose Ikt own inadequacy rather than that of Mr. O. She w^as 
bothered by feelings of guilt, depression and mworlhiness. She 
was (‘xtremely ttmse although inclined to be inconsistent and 
flighty ill manner. She smoked too much and drank too much, both 
liquor and coffee. At the root of her trouble was the gradual sense 
of her failure in her marriage as well as in tlie sphere of all her 
personal relationships, intensified into really “siek-making” pro¬ 
portions by the shocks of her emotional experience. 

I’hese facts had emergc'd at the end of five sessions. Two months 
later Mrs. O. was allowed to get up for dinner, and once more the 
guests were her lover, invited as her husband’s business associate, 
and his wife. Next morning, Mrs. O. woke up gasping for breath 
and wdth all her old symptoms crowding upon her. 

Tlie attending physician and her husband made arrangements 
to rush her to the hospital once more, but she insisted upon sending 
for her x^sychiatrist. Both husband and trained nurse were obvi¬ 
ously agitated by the time this .s^^iecialist arrived and they ax)ol- 
ogiz('d for having permitted a u.seless trq^. Mrs. O., they cxj^ilained, 
was barely conscious for a few minutes at a time and then power¬ 
less to sjpeak. Nevertheless, when the psychiatrist walked into the 
room, Mrs. O. was both conscious and able to talk. She was 
pro^Dped up in bed, her whole body rigid and a look of terror in 
her eyes. 
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"Well, you were almost too late,'* she gasped in a hoarse whisper 
which was broken by her struggle for breath. "I am going to die, 
but I want(xl so much to wait till you came. I wanted to confess. 
I’m no good. I guess rm done for. I can’t help being attracted to 
A-. I hate my husband, rm being punished.” 

"I think you’re very angry,” w’as the reply. "Look at your fists,” 
both of which were tightly clenched. 

"That’s tli(‘ pain . . . knife in my heart.” There was a pause. "You 
think I want to sock someone. Nice girls don’t do that.” 

For the first time, her features relaxed in a somewhat wry smile, 
and as if in spite of hersell she took a deeper breath. Her pulse had 
gone down from 150 to 90. 

"What about a long slow breath?” suggested the psychiatrist 

“I couldn’t,” she protested, "the pain would be terrible.” 

"You just did, and it didriY hurt, did it?” 

Mrs. O. looked amazed at that, and began to speak in her normal 
voice, asking: 

"Do you really think they can do anything for me? They haven t 
yet.” 

"Perhaps not, but you can.” 

"What?” Mrs. O. spoke in obvious astonishment. 

"You might begin by unclenching your fists, at least till the right 
per.son comes along to sock, and then breathe naturally,” the psy¬ 
chiatrist proposed. 

"My toes are all clenched too,” Mrs. O. remarked after a pause. 
"I guess I was mad. Why won’t the doctors let me see my friends? 
People I like. Instead of keeping me in prison, tied to my bed to be 
tortured by my husband and mother-in-law and mother?” 

"We’ll see about changing tliat tomorrow. Now what about tak¬ 
ing away those pillows and having a good sleep?” 

"I didn’t think I could breathe lying down,” Mrs. O. replied 
doubtfully. 

"Let’s try it.” 

At this point the young woman was able to relax a little more, 
and murmured: 
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“I feel better. You don’t tliiuk Vm no good, ibe way tbe others 
do?” 

“Quite tile contrary. talk about that in the morning.'' 

“TIk'h I’m not going to (li(‘ tonight?" 

“Why .should you?" tlu' psychiatrist retort(‘d. “Your pulse is nor¬ 
mal. You can breathe, and there isn't any more pain, is there?” 

The patient sighed deeply and went to sleep almost iiriiuediately. 
The whole interview had last(‘d about half an hour, and husband 
and nurse were waiting outside still. They greeted the psychiatrist 
with dark looks and Mr. (). exclaimed: 

“Well it’s all over this time, isn't it? I was going to have the am¬ 
bulance if sh(‘ was alive in the morning/' 

“You stayed quite a long time,” the nurse broke in. “Can I give 
her her next injection [morphinej now?” 

“She's sleejiing ])eacefully, so I wouldn't disturb her,” the psy¬ 
chiatrist answered, to the obvious surjirise of the others. “I think 
she'll be ah right in the morning ” 

Mrs. O. was actually so much improved next day that the physi¬ 
cian in charge decided it was unnecessary to take her to the hos¬ 
pital. Instead, arrangements were soon made to bring her back to 
her apartment in town, where she could receive more ad(‘({uate 
psychiatric treatment. In about a month, .she was able to be up 
sulfieiently to manage her household and take care of her child. 
Four months later she was able to hold a full-time job as well. 
Twelve years have passed since, and she has had no more heart 
attacks and no more accidents, nor have her activities been limited 
in any way. About two years ago she was remarried and is very 
happy in her relati(jnshij) with her new husband and her child. 
She lias continued her job with increasing satisfaction and increas¬ 
ing health. 

The basic treatment consisted in taking Mrs. O.'s troubles seri¬ 
ously—all of them—and establi.shing a good relationsliip with her 
so that she realized that her physician regarded her as a joersoii 
and not as a problem. She obviously was headed for invalidism, 
a permanent organic damage to the heart or death. These were 
averted, and Mrs. O. herself exi)lained how, saying: 
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“Until you mack* me face what was really bothering me, and 
show^ed me I could do something about it, life was impossible ex¬ 
cept wIk u 1 was sick. It may sound funny to you, but it used to be 
a rc*lief to have a real pain to fight, instead of my husband, and all 
the peojde I hated and felt despised me. What I used to call the 
knife in my heart hurt so much that it blotted out every thing else, 
everything that bothered me. It was like being drunk but even 
more iiotent.” 

§5 


Heartache and Hearihreak 

Titk niioiiiAS which x^^ilknts like Mrs. O. develop arc by no 
means typical of all heart-disease* sufferers. There is no single pc^r^ 
sonality jxittern for these illiu'sses. For example, the butcher tried 
to fulfill his dc*sires for the liking of his family and to satisfy his 
self-esteem by active comj^etition in the world of men and by hard, 
i\ot to say CKcessive work, Mrs. O. sought to revassure herself and 
gain the approval of her friends by playing to the gallery. Where 
the butcher went home determined to get himsc U well so that he 
could take care of his family, Mrs. O. allowed hcTsclf to welcome 
illness as a chilensc*. Having subdued her owai angers and resent¬ 
ments in the interest of being liked by others, .she had those emo¬ 
tions turn in upon luM sclf. She convinced hc^rsedf that she was “no 
good,'’ and that she was a failure in her liuman relationships be¬ 
cause of shortcomings in herself, and she tended toward self- 
injuries as a result. 

The tendency of certain types of personality to acquire certain 
types of licart disease is marked, but it should be applied to any 
given individual only with a great many reservations. A very large 
number of factors go into the making of any personality, and it is 
only when an overwhelming pre^portion of them conform to an 
illness pattern that there can be any certainty in diagnosing a par¬ 
ticular type. Most of these factors, furthermore, do not lie on the 
surface. The physician had to bring them to the surface. 

Bearing all this in mind, it is still tiue tliat coronary occlusion 
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(an obstruction in the coronary arteries which supply blood to the 
heart muscle) seems to occur with special frequency among per¬ 
sons who are or would like to be top dogs in their own worlds. The 
spasmodic heart troubles happen in similar proportions to the 
prima donnas and the big frogs in little puddles. Rheumatic fever 
and rlKMimatic heart disease are often the ailments of teacher’s pets 
and martyrs. Men and women suffering from cardiac arrhythmias 
or tlu* irregularity of heart action which leads to attac ks like those 
of Mrs. O. have a good deal of the prima donna in them but give 
a stronger impr(\ssion of being children in the dark, and afraid of it. 

In treating these people, a special approach and a good deal 
of spc'cial knowledge is required. Once the case is diagnosed, 
it would S(M'm simple for the x^atieiit to go it alone or seek the 
advice and comfort of a friend. But few of us would take this 
course with a broken leg, although most laymen (and doctors, 
too) know a good deal more about brokem bones than they do 
about cracked emotions. The mind recjuires just as e\q:)ert atten¬ 
tion as the heart. 

The goal of treatment is not so much to make the patient act 
differently than in the j)ast, but to make him feel differently. There 
would have been little gained by requiring the butcher to quit 
work unless he could have been convinced emotionally that this 
was desirable. Even when the situation cannot be changed ma¬ 
terially, many j^eople can regain their health if they understand 
what they arc up against. 

Rose P. was a case in point. About the same age as Mrs. O., 
she liad a less sx^ectacularly iq^setting childhood. Rose was the 
second of five children; her father kef)t a small grocery store and 
both h(^ and her mother were sociable, so that the house was 
always full of friends. Rose enjoyed company, too, and went to 
work in her father s store after a year of high school. This decision 
she was inclined to regret. She was not, however, an aggressive 
or very decisive person, so she remained. While she liked dancing, 
she did not mix much with other young peox)le except for a girl 
her own age and a man ten years older, to both of whom she was 
devoted. 
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Ill tlic spac'c of sixteen inoiitlis in lier eighteenth and nineteenth 
years, she was (exposed to a series of shoeks eonneeted with heart 
disease. First, news eame tliat her motlier's brother had died, 
which greatly upset the inotlier. A month later, Rose's older 
brotlu v died suddenly of peritonitis after an ap]^endectoiny. d'hen 
h('r father was stricken with a long series of anginal attacks. 
Rose help(.‘d him through many of them, Imt wliile slit' was 
still eighteen, he died in her arms. Rose herself suffered from pal¬ 
pitations lor several hours, and in this (‘motional crisis her two 
best friends stayed with her constantly for a few da>’s. in a week, 
Rose annomieed lier engagc'inent to the young man, and they were 
married when she was twt‘nty. 

For five years she was extremely happy; lier husband, who was 
a taxicab drive!, seeim'd bent on making their romance exactly 
like a fairy taU‘—a type of fiction to which Rose was addicted in 
a large way. Bnt then he bi'gan to stay out at night; his fond atti¬ 
tude changed, and she soon began to suspect his fidelity. She began 
to liave attacks like that which she had suflt'ved wlien her father 
died, with the additional feeling tliat she wxis suffocating. These 
attacks canu', howe ver, only when she was waiting lor her hus¬ 
band to come home or wlu'ii she saw a pregnant woman. She 
would run liome to Mother on these occasions. She began to lose 
wi'igbt, and by the time she was admitted to the hospital at the 
age of twenty-(‘ight, she liad a definite cardiac lesion. By the time 
she got to the psychiatric clinic, tliis was a serious organic condi¬ 
tion, and she was treati'd over a period of nearly three years, at 
intervals ranging from once a week to follow-up sessions every 
three to six months. 

Rose had been prepared psychologically for some type of ill¬ 
ness. The fact that it turned out to be heart disease may have been 
due to an inherent weakness or to the emotional factors or to a 
combination of both. 

In discussing her fears with the psychiatrist, Rose experienced 
an overwhelming sense of terror. She had attacks of palpitation 
and her lips turned blue. Her fear of pregnancy was of long stand¬ 
ing, dating back to early childliood. She had a vague idea that 
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women were likely to blec^d to death in childbirth, b\it she had 
never darc.'d discuss the point with lier mother for fear of losing 
her parent’s indulgent affection. 

"MotluT had just had rny baby brother,” she explained, '‘and I 
thought 1iow awful if she would die.’ lie was the only member 
of tlu' family she liked better than me, but after a while she didn’t 
do that any more.” 

Lik(‘ so jnaiiy sick people whose illness has its roots in the emo¬ 
tions, Rose got a really substantial benefit from her ailmcMit. Her 
husband, who had been “both a father and a mother to rnc^” since 
girlhood, would not really leave her, she felt, while she was sick. 

The j)sye]iiatrist discussed with her the fundanuaital psycliic 
reasons for this. Her resentment against her mother and her fear 
of losing her mother’s affection waTc brought into tlu' open. The 
realities of hca* fear of pregnancy w^ere faced, but she now decided 
that her economic situation was responsi})le for lier unwallingiiess 
to bear a child. 

Ros(‘ left tlie hospital a relatively well woman, and stayed that 
way for two yeais. 'Ihen she returned to the clinic to ask whether 
it would be sate for her to have a child. 

“It’s funny,” she confessed, “I want one now wdien we have less 
monc’y than we had before, when 1 thought we couldn’t have one 
because of lack of money.” 

Before this (|uestion could be dealt with in detail, Rose became 
pregnant by accident. She began to dream of her father and to 
contrast him in her mind wuth her husband, wTjo still neglected 
her. She sx)ent most of her time at home alone, reading love stories. 
At the end of the second month of her x^regnancy her best fric'ud’s 
father died, and at tlie cemetery Rose grew very nervous. Next 
day, she felt ill and the sense of w\alls closing in, which had been 
a featurti of her early heart attacks, returned. All of a sudden she 
hated the idea of being x^regnant and at the end of the next month, 
after an automobile ride, an abortion took Rose was re¬ 

lieved, she admitted, but she returned to the psychiatric clinic 
and the new situation was discussed against the background of 
the old. 
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Examinations at the cardiac and gynecological clinics showed 
that it was saf(‘ for her to have a child, and alter a few months 
sIk‘ became jnegnant again, this time because she wanted to be. 
Nevertheless, she began to dream of her father again, and tlie fear 
of se(ang pregnant women returned. From these, she was relieved 
in about six weeks, and she proceeded wath the normal course 
of pregnancy, bearing a son without complications. Her husband’s 
attitude toward her had not improved, but she had made laaself 
less dependent upoii him, and she got over the habit of running 
to her mother in every difficulty. In other words, her attitude to¬ 
ward an unpleasant home situation had changed; the situation 
remained the same. 

Rose had been headed for invalidism and tragedy, but in the 
eyes of the physicians who first attended her at the? hospital, her 
case was a very usual cardiac ailment without psychic complica¬ 
tions. She was seen in the psychiatric clinic only because she came 
to the hospital dviving the time that a scries of psychosomatic 
studies involved an interview with ('very patient admitted. 

The emotional factor in such illnesses was emphasized by a 
review of the cases of a series of patients suffering from cardio¬ 
vascular disease who had been in hospitals for the si)ecific illness 
from one to fifteen time's. Among them they totaled nearly 300 
periods of hospital care and tieatment. Brief psychotherapy de¬ 
voted to the emotional factor in their illnesses was giv('n to each. 
Only three of them were hospitalized for the same illness after- 
w^ard during the next three to twelve years—the average time of 
this follow-iip was five years. This does not mean that all cardiac 
patients will be curi'd as if by magic if tliey get psychotherapy. 
Some of them will fail and some will not be treated because the 
organic damage has proceeded so far that tlicy could not stand 
the treatment. 

The nature of the emotional disturbance from which these 
patients suflFer makes it difficult for them to bear objectively any 
feeling of being judged, even by themselves. They should never 
be put on the spot in tlieir own minds, but they have a tendency 
to do just that to themselves. Failure in that segment of life to 
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which they have attached their ambitions can lead them to invalid¬ 
ism or death. 

There was a motorman in New York, Oscar, whose whole life 
was bound np with his job, obviously because of a strong attach¬ 
ment to his father and a desire to live up to his parent’s standards. 
He was the ioiirth generation in his family to be a motorman or 
locomotive enginc'cr, and was very proud of the record. Never¬ 
theless, he was lua^cr at ease with authority, although he could 
never uK'ution his father without emotion. 

As a little boy h(‘ had been stubborn, and at the same time easily 
terrified by stories. Until he was eight years old he wiis afraid of 
the dark. At ten, his reaction against authority led him to run 
away from home, and the licking his father gave him on his return 
was the only one hc' remembered. He never tried to run away 
again, but at school he was constantly challenging the authority 
of his teachers. He pestered his father to let him ((iiit school and 
go to work for the railroad, but the older man refused for a long 
time and steadily urged the boy to give up the idea of following 
in his footst(*ps. Finally, when Oscar was thirteen and had amassed 
quite an impressive record of truancy, his father gave in and per¬ 
il litttxl him to go to work. At first odd jobs were all he could get; 
tlien he served during World War I, in both the Army and the 
Navy. After the war, he got a railroad job, worked his way up to 
hecomiiig an engineer, like his father, and then transferred to the 
city transit system as motorman on the subway. This job absorbed 
his attention and his interests, although he was a healthy, athletic 
fc'llow, married and friendly. 

Oscar took his job so seriously that he was constantly imde'r emo¬ 
tional strain. He felt his responsibility for his passengers keenly, 
was intensely proud of an excellent work record and very anxious 
over the little mishaps which were bound to occur. Then he had 
several near accidents, and they affected him so deeply that he 
could not stand on a subway platform and hear a train come in 
without having a feeling which he said was just like fear. 

When Oscar was thirty-six and had been a motorman for seven 
years his beloved father died of a heart attack. Oscar himself 
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developed an ailment of the circulatory system right afterwards, 
and this coupled with a waning sexual potency which, lie felt, 
cost liiin jnestige in the eyes of his wife, caused him a good deal 
of concern. Shortly afterwards, a man committed suicide by x^hiiig- 
iiig in front of Oscar's train, and after that he drove with one hand 
constantly clutching the emergency brake. 

llis disease grew worsen and he was advised to get some less 
exacting work, lie tried a job as a clerk for a few months but was 
so unhappy that lie begged tor and got a transfer liaek to liis 
moloiinairs cal). However, his problems were far from settled, 
and he would wake np in a panic with palpitations of tlie heart 
after dreaming of accidents. This went on until, two weeks before 
bis collapse, anotlu'r inotornian ran down a sailor and was so 
shaken that he was taken olf the job to recuperate. Three days 
latcT lie dic'd of what Oscar was sure was a heart attack. Oscar him¬ 
self brooded a good deal over bis friend's death for several days. 
Then, at the height of the subway rush, he drove his train past 
a switch. lie realized at once that it was his fault, stopped the train 
and rushed to the nearest communication point, which fortunately 
was only a few feet away. He telephoned tlie control station in 
time to avert an accident, but on the way back to bis cab he experi¬ 
enced pain in the region of the heart and could hardly catch his 
breath. Although the danger was past, he suffered so severely 
that in a few minutes, he said, he felt ‘‘as though a truck drove up 
on me and stayed there." He was taken to the hospital where his 
ailment was diagnosed as coronary occlusion. 

As he talked, it was obvious that he was failing in many spheres 
of his life, but that the one which bothered him most was his sud- 
dc'U inefficiency on the jol). He was sure that after the near acci¬ 
dent, it would iK'ver be safe for him to take the controls of a 
subway train again. He had judged himself. 

He was wrong about it. Although be was seriously ill and getting 
worse, he took a quick turn for the better as he began to under¬ 
stand tliat it was no innate failure in himself that had caused his 
trouble, but the anxiety imposed upon him by his own identifica¬ 
tion of himself with his father, particularly in the matter of their 
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common skill. He improved, but before bis understanding of 
himself was eomplele, he was obliged by rmavoidal^le cireiim- 
staiices to live over again in his own mind the wliole secjnence 
of his emotional conflicts. A man has to be strong irulec'd to take 
this twice in succession. Oscar was not yet snlliciently recovered 
to stand it, and the second experience killed him. 

There still remains enough mystery about the heart aiid its dis¬ 
eases to keep it in tlie realm of literature. On the other hand, the 
relationship between the particular kind of cardiac trouble which 
an individual develops and his whole background of psychic 
experience has been well (\stablished. The ])hysieian may not be 
al)le always to trace that relationship along all tlie blocked and 
tortuous channels through whick it has passed, but it is clear that 
he will havt‘ a better chance if he starts early. 

Preventive psychiatric treatment when the heart first becomes 
suspect can avert a good deal of the tragedy of invalidism and 
death which are today’s toll. The heart does not exist all by itself, 
isolated from the rest of the body, like the bit of chicken heart 
which Alexis Carrel kept “alive‘” for years. In human beings the 
heart is inseparable from the whole individual. If the wljole indi¬ 
vidual is kept well, the broken heart can be left to the poets. 
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^^The Hygiene of a Qiiiet Mind” 


n 

‘‘Relax, pal,” was the favorite phrase of a jovial but rather flip¬ 
pant porter in an office building I used to visit frequently. 

“Relax, pal,” he would say when one of the men in the office 
snapped at him for carelessness, grew impatient with his lethargy 
or swore angrily over some trifle. 

If he had been a physician and had couched his advice in a 
little more erudite form, that porter could have commanded sub¬ 
stantial fees. If he had been able to give the office men effective 
lessons in relaxation as well as advise them to do it, he would 
have been worth those fees. For the inability to relax is one of the 
most widely spread diseases of our civilization, and one of the 
most infrequently recognized. Most victims do not even suspect 
that tliey have it until it has been complicated by some other ail¬ 
ment Teaching them how to relax is one of the most valuable of 
the psychosomatic techniques. 

Hypertension is more common and has becMi called more deadly 
than cancer. It is above all others the great Iiealth problem of 
middle age, and it kills one out of every four men and women 
over fifty. This is because it is a contributing factor in a gieat many 
other diseases. 
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Tension is not always obvious eitht'r to the sufferer or to the 
physician. A great many seemingly calm, untroubled people are 
concealing from themselves and from others an inability to relax. 
They think they can take it, but that is true only \\]y to a certain 
I)oint. Beyond that point they exx)erience no sudden collax^se but 
rather a gradual wearing out like a rubber hose which has been 
left out too long and stejo^oed on too often. The tyx^ical victim of 
hyx^ertension would be someone like this: 

1. He would have an even chance of heart disease in the 
family, but would be almost certain to have been exj^osed to it 
or to tlie sudden death of a relative or friend at a susceptible 
period in his life. Of our cases, 49 per cent had a history of heart 
disease in the immediate family, but 98 per cent had suffered 
tlie shock of witnessing the illness or death of someone close to 
tliem. 

2. He would probably be nervous (three out of four) although 
he may avoid outward manifestations of it, showing them only 
when he is on the road to being cured. 

3. He would have a more than average record of previous ill¬ 
nesses—operations, pneumonia, stomach upsets and allergies. Hie 
women in our study generally had poor pelvic histories. 

4. His [larents would have been inclined toward strictness, with 
the mother as queen bee of the home. In his own family he would 
attempt to be the boss, but would combine his desire for domi¬ 
nance with demands for a good deal of care and attention. Our 
patients had about an average marriage rate, but more than the 
average number of children and fewer divorces. 

5. His intellectual cajiacity would tend to be above the average, 
but he would be inclined to choose an occupation somewhat below 
his real abilities because of his fear of failure. At the same time 
he would strive to work to the toji in whatever he did attempt, 
but usually would fall short of his ambitions. He w^ould tend to 
lose any early interest he may have had in religion; a relatively 
small number were reared in strict piety. 

6. He would be hypersensitive as well as hyx3ertensive, inclined 
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toward shyness and anxious to fit into whatever cultural pattern 
he found around him. lie would seek release from this shyness 
in drinking or excessive use of tobacco or coffee, plunging into 
rather blatant affairs or breaking into song when in his cups in a 
manner whicli would not be at all like him when sober. He would 
be inclined to seek out friends as reassurance. 

7. He would be poorly adjusted sexually, with a need to demon¬ 
strate superiority over his spouse and often promiscuous, less 
from any real sexual urge than from a vague compulsion linked 
to a feeling of insecurity. The men in our group were frequently 
impotent and had an unusually high venereal-disease rate. The 
women were usually frigid and had had a suiprisingly large num¬ 
ber of abortions on the average. 

8. He would be over-weight and broad in frame. Only about 
one in sevcm of our hypertension patients was thin, but when the 
disease did strike a tall and lanky individual, he seemed to be 
among the worst sufferers. One-fifth of all our cases actually had 
been treated for obesity, and two-thirds of them had been wor¬ 
ried about their weight. Their interest in food was well above 
average. 

9. He would have a strong desire to please, combined with a 
habit of suppressed rage often so deeply subiTuaged that he would 
not be conscious of it until he was sufficiently relaxed to appre¬ 
ciate his reactions to his environment. 

10. He would alternate between a tendency to seek satisfaction 
within himself and a steady drive low^ard the achievement of some 
long-range ambition. One typical patient would be a solitary 
reader, a devotee of nou-competitive sports such as bunting or 
riding or fishing, a fellow wdio liked to take long walks by him¬ 
self. Another would be an incessant worker who gave himself 
entirely to the task of getting ahead in business and providing 
for his family. The first type would find in his illness an excuse 
for his own inadequacy and insist that it entitled him to special 
consideration. The second would stoically ignore his illness and 
X^lungc back into woik as soon as possible. 
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§2 

The Story of a Good Boy 

These ten points make up a sort of composite portrait of a great 
many siiffc'iers from tension. It is as true of medLciuc as oi plio- 
tography that a composite is never an exact likeness of anyone. 
Almost certainly the individual who thinks he sees any rescan- 
blance to himself in some of the description would be no more 
lik(*ly to have a hypertensive condition than one wlio sees no 
reseinblanee at all. The presence of several or even most ot these 
characteristics does not call for alarm. The point is that most hyper¬ 
tension patients have most of these traits and a recognition of it 
is important to them in combating the disease. 

Harry II— was a good illustration of such people. The oldest 
of three children and the only boy, he had never liked his father 
but concentrated his filial affections upon his gentle and sympa¬ 
thetic mother. He was given to temper tantrums as a cliild, as well 
as to moods of depression w^hich he remembered later in life. 

“When things were too much for me I would go off by myself 
for hours at a time, trying to figure things out,” lie said. "Some¬ 
times I would talk to iiiother, who was very gentle, but she 
couldirt help me much.” 

At the root of the child s feeling that life could become too much 
for him was his emotional reaction to his father. A stern man at 
best, the elder H— developed physical disorders wliich made 
him increasingly cranky and depressed when his son was ten or 
eleven years old. He even reached the point of wanting to com¬ 
mit suicide. He died of a combination of heart disease, kidney 
trouble and dropsy when his oldest child was twelve. 

"It was a great relief,” Harry admitted quite frankly, “except 
that I had to give up school and go to work.” 

He found a place as messenger boy in a bank, went to a night 
school and started a steady but not spectacular rise in his job. 
As he grew up, he became a reasonably sociable fellow, joined 

[ 141 ] 



MIND AND body: Pstjchosomatic Medicine 

the Masons and the Elks, enjoyed gambling but not sports, drank 
a bit. He apparently preferred casual sex relations to those of the 
married state, for in the hospital although he said that his life with 
his wife was “all right/’ there seemed a mental reservation in this 
add i don: 

“I guess sex isn’t very much fun in the home because there’s 
too much responsibility/* 

Harry married when he was twenty*sevcii and had become a 
moderately well-paid member of the banks staff. His wife was an 
epilej^tic, suffering from the petit mal^ as he knew at the time, but 
he was a great deal more concerned by the fact that his mother 
was very ill just then and he was afraid l\is marriage might make 
her worse. 

Under these cii cumstances, it is hardly surj“)rising to learn that 
his wife left him after nine months, whereupon he sold his furni¬ 
ture and went home to mother. A short time later, however, his 
wife asked him to take her back, and he agreed upon conditions 
which do not seem calculated to promote happiness in married 
life. He insisted that they both remain with his mother, and his 
wife accepted. But the strain of this triangle must have been gi eat. 
At any rate, her epileptic attacks turned into the grand mat, and 
they remembered that a physician had told them that childbirth 
would be a cure. They decided to make the experiment. A son 
was born to them, and sure enough the grand mol attacks ceased, 
but Mrs. H-continued to have those of the petit maL 

Tlie baby may have had some beneficial effect upon the young 
woman s health. He did not in the least contribute to restoring 
harmony in the home. Wife and mother-in-law bickered con¬ 
stantly, and Harry found himself striving desperately to keep 
peace between them, even to the point of cleaning the house, cook¬ 
ing the meals, changing the baby’s diapers and preparing his 
formula. 

Harry had recovered from his temper tantrums although still 
given to solitary brooding, but he was frequently angry with his 
employer and even more so with his wife, who for various rea¬ 
sons reminded him of his father. For the most part he managed to 
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suppress his feelings of rage, especially at the office, but he some¬ 
times broke out at hoirie. On one such occasion, while he was 
sitting quietly “wondering what to do about my troubles,” his 
wife pulled the chair from under him. In a rage, he struck her in 
the face and broke her nose. His special brand of remorse was well 
illustrated by his commcait on the incident: 

“It cost me eighty dollars to get her face repaired, and I just sort 
of ft'lt that was too much to pay and everything was against me/" 

When Harry was thirty-four his mother died of diabetes and 
a stroke. His characteristic dependence on her and his feeling of 
inadequacy were indicatc'd in his belief that she had somehow 
been killed by his marriage seven years before. He did not even 
find his life made easier, for he continued to do the housework, 
his wife being so helpless in this respect that when he was sick 
she sent their son to her grandmother because she did not know 
how to tak(^ care of children. Harry said he enjoyed cooking, but 
he obviously had developed a pretty severe emotional conflict 
by unconsciously comparing his .subservient, feminine role at home 
with his increasing importance at the bank, where he was “han¬ 
dling a million dollars.” 

Two years after his mother died, Harry’s bank was absorbed by 
another and all the old employes were fired. Harry was in no con¬ 
dition to withstand the emotional shock of losing in this way a 
job for which he had worked for twenty-three years. He had been 
smoking too much, especially at niglit when he lay awake worry¬ 
ing. Furthermore, the worry did not make him thin. The hospital 
weighed him in at 216 pounds, and a note on his medical chart 
reported: “Patient always eats regularly and well.” His health 
record had ham none too good. Long a sufferer from hay fever 
and stomach disorders, he had pulled through one bout of pneu¬ 
monia. He had never been able to convince himself that he was a 
better man than his father, although this had been a major goal 
for him. Now, with the loss of his cherished job and security, he 
was sure “fate was too strong for me,” and he decided: 

“I had too much of my father in me.” 

A tendency toward alcoholism had manifested itself earlier in 
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his lif(\ and Harry reacted to this latest blow to his emotional 
stability witli a I'^volonged drinking bo\it which lasted with insig¬ 
nificant breaks for a year and a half. Finally he took a poorly paid 
clerical job and just inariaged to support his family, thanks to a 
lucky win of $500 in the Irish Sweepstakes. But he felt so inferior 
to his old friends that he gave up seeing them. 

Bcdnced to being a household drudge and ])oor provider, Harry 
nevertheless begot himself another child. Soon after it was born, 
he was brought to the hospital where his ailmejit was diagnosed 
as hypertensive cardio-vascular disease, cardiac hypertroi)hy and 
insufficiency. Tension had reached the breaking point at last. Three 
times in nine months he was admitted to the hospital, but it was 
too late to help him. He asked for psychotheraj[)y, but the com¬ 
plexity of his situation at home—his wife was panicky about his 
absence because she did not know how to take care of herself, 
much less her children—combined with the seriousness of his 
physical condition handicapped his response to treatment. The 
hospital manag(^d to get him on his feet three times, but six weeks 
aftei* his third discharge, Harry died. He was forty-one years old. 

lake so many hypertensives, Harry, because of his passivity and 
indecision, was not colorful; so that his death may not seem a 
tragedy. On the other hand, had he been enabled to use his 
capacities he might have been a dynamic person and his death 
might have b(H‘n averted or at least regretted. He remains “an 
almost but not quite” person. To paraphrase one of our poets— 
“d he saddest words of tongue or pen, are the words, he mi^t 
have been.” 


§3 

The Cirl Who Liked to Laugh 

Till- INABILITY to relax plays its part in a great many diseases 
which are not hypertension. The emotional development which 
prevents a person from practicing what the U.S. Naval Bulletin 
once described as “the hygiene of a quiet mind” may result in 
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any one of a large number of unhygienic bodily consequences. 
Nervous indigestion, inability to swallow and constipation are 
some of them. Others are back aches, tics and a tendtaicy to have 
unnecc‘ssary accidents. Hypertension is also likely to appear with 
certain kinds of heart trouble where the patient has little success 
in organizing his energies in tlie direction of his major life goal 
and where the personality organization is weak. 

Alice was a good example. The twenty-seven years of her life 
had been a long running conflict wdth various aiithoriti(‘s and an 
attempt to realize a strong ambition. Despite her emotional dis¬ 
turbances and partly because she did not recognize iViern alto¬ 
gether as such, she was often a cheerful patient. Her descriptions 
of her own experiences and reactions to them were almost invaria¬ 
bly preceded by the phrase, “it s all very funny/* She did not 
mean humorous. 

Alice was the eleventh of twelve children with no remarkable 
childhood history of illness or accidents. She was, however, reared 
with impartial sternness, which .she herself described: 

“Mother was a strict Catholic and never let me go to dances. 
When I would go she would wait up for me, make me undress 
and then beat me. Once she hit me so hard with a strap on iny 
left arm that it was disabled for several days. It broke out into 
boils all over.” 

“Mother was funny,” the patient laughed as if she thought this 
really was funny. “She couldn't stop beating me even after I was 
married. I would never cry out loud but I cried afterwards. My 
husband gradually put a stop to it. 

“I never cared much for Mother and Father; they were veiy 
strict. My brothers and sisters never meant much to me either. I 
felt better when I left them. Two years after I left home leather 
died of a stroke. He never kissed me in all my life. It was right 
after that I got married.” 

At the end of her first half year in high school, Alice had been 
obliged to go to work. For three years, until she was seventeen, 
she worked in a silk mill and went to night school at the same time. 
Then she got a job as a cashier in a restaurant. She also did spare 
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time work as a model, but found leisure for fun, too. She enjoyed 
parties, was attractive and good-humored. 

“1 like people and always get along well with them,” she said. 
“1 laugh everything off that bothers me, and people like my sense 
of humor. 1 can make jokes about myself, too.” 

She was twenty when she married. Wliile she had an all-too- 
cornmon ignorance of the physical aspects of marriage, she was 
not frightened by them. Her reaction was one of guilt that she 
should find them pleasant, and she said: 

"In the beginning 1 enjoyed sex, I am ashamed to say.” 

Alice had lost a good deal of the freedom and satisfi('d ambition 
which she had enjoyed while she was working. The fact tliat she 
had seven pregnancies in five years did not improve her adjust¬ 
ment to family life, although she was no longer beaten. Five of 
the pregnancies were terminated in abortions—the other two re¬ 
sulted in a boy and a girl—but Alice would not use contraceptives. 
She said she had lost her belief in religion, but when asked why 
she preferred abortions to contraceptives, she replied: 

“I know both are forbidden, but you don’t have to sin so often 
if you have abortions as if you use contraceptives every time.” 

After the fifth, she added, she lost her enjoyment of sex and 
almost immediately had her first heart-disease symptoms. Hyper¬ 
tension followed soon afterwards. She was then twenty-five. She 
alternated between the relief which the illness afforded her in her 
family situation and depression because she could not realize her 
ambitions, could not take care of her children and suffered inter¬ 
mittent pain. Sometimes she flung herself into housework, keeping 
the place over-fastidiously neat, brushing and scrubbing the chil¬ 
dren constantly, pressing her husband’s suits needlessly. Then she 
would beat the children, weep and enjoy her suffering. She was 
quite unable to organize her life consistently along either of these 
lines. 

“I never wanted children,” she complained. ‘They drive me 
crazy. I scold and beat them and yet tfiey won’t eat. But I love 
them. I could eat them up when they are asleep. I never say a 
cross word to my husband though because Tm afraid he might get 
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angry. Mother was the same with Father. I guess women have to 
swallow their anger with men because men are stronger. 

‘The one thing that relieves me is to have the children sick. 
When my boy was in the hospital with a fracture 1 was perfectly 
well. As soon as he got back home, the pain and breathlessness 
began again. The only tfiing that would relieve it was to heat him.” 

In the course of tjcatment in the hospital and at the clinic after¬ 
wards, she got further iclief from her symptoms, but as the pain 
in her heart subsided she acfiuired bruises on her left arm for 
which she could not account except that they must come from her 
heart trouble. 

“It's funny its always my left shoulder and arm that has the 
pain,” she said. “I wonder if it was brought on by my mother's 
beating me? But that's a silly idea because that's the kind of pain 
you get with heart trouble. Father s left arm was paralyzed when 
he had the stroke and died.” 

However, after one of th(? clinic doctors explained to her that if 
the bruises were the result of her heart condition they would 
appear on other parts of thc' body than just one arm; she did get 
them in other places. But the release from pain did not check her 
feeling that she had made a big mistake in getting married. She 
thought she might have “amounted to something” if she had kept 
her job and contimuxl to advance. She felt unable to break through 
the confining limits of her life and could not get reconciled to 
living within them. She reacted by submitting to her husband 
while swallowing her resentment of his domination, by beating 
her children and by wallowing in her own symptoms. 

“That seems to be all there is left for me,” she explained. “With 
my bnAen health I can never amount to anything.” 

Alice had never recovered from some of her childhood neurotic 
traits. She had been subject to temper tantrums and had horrible 
nightmares in infancy. She still did, although she allowed her tem¬ 
per to be loosed only against her children, never against her hus¬ 
band, or her mother, who was still alive “and healthier at sixty- 
eight than I am at my young age.” 

Although the case of Alice was not as clear-cut as some of the 
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Others, tlie pattern of both the hypertension and the coronary 
victim’s pe rsonality is plain enough in all her life story. Once that 
pattern has been recognized, the lesson in relaxation may begin. 
The sulferer will soon find out if he can take it. 

§4 

Lesson ill Relaxation 

Tiik business of learning to relax from tensions which have be¬ 
come settled and unconscious habits can be difficult. The lesson 
should accompany treatment designed to remedy the emotional 
situation which lt‘d to the tension in the first place. 

The ideal can be seen in the behavior of almost any domestic 
pet. Juniors dog, for example, will give a fine demonstration of 
relaxation every time he comes bounding into the living room, 
turns around three times and settles down with a sigh and a flop 
for a (piiet snooze before the fire. Every muscle goes limp; the 
animal appears to be completely at ease. Even dogs, however, 
continue an inner tension which makes them move their legs as 
if running or growl in their sleep. And Gantt leaves us no doubt 
that Nick, the dog with the accident habit, was a hypertense 
creature whose inability to relax was responsible for his lapses 
from lh(^ b(^st canine house manners as well as his tendency to 
hurt himself. 

If even dogs, apparently so well able to relax and snooze when¬ 
ever the opportunity arises, can carry over tension into such dis¬ 
orders as accident habit, lack of urinary control and so on, how 
much more likely to do it are human beings with their more com¬ 
plicated emotional make-up, their larger responsibilities and their 
greater demands for adjustment. The tense muscles become a sort 
of armor to protect inner strains and repressions which have never 
disturbed the conscious mind. 

In tlie course of learning to relax, tlie new pupil will perhaps 
find that he can readily do it with certain parts of the body. Arms 
and legs may be limp at the command of the brain, but the abdomi¬ 
nal muscles, the shoulders, the back of the neck or something else 

[ 148 ] 



“The Hygiene of a Quiet Mind’’ 

may remain rigid and set. That means the mind is using this as an 
escape mechanism from the inner tension. The next step is to 
sliift this tension to attention; in other words, to bring reason to 
bear on the problem of why the refractory muscles won t behave. 

This lesson in relaxation is all very well if tlie vic.tini of tension 
can learn just how to achieve “the hygiene of a quiet mind.” This 
requires an understanding on his part of the real causes of liis 
emotional disturbances. The blunt question, “What’s worrying 
you?” is a poor beginning. The usual answer is ('ither “Notliiug ’ 
or a recital of fears about health which are really st'c-ondary. The 
basic start is for the tense one to talk about liiTns(‘lf as a person, 
not as a medical case. This, under the guidance of an experienced 
physician, will bring out the psychosomatic facts a great deal bet¬ 
ter tlian blood-pressure tests. X-rays and so on. 

Nor is it enough just to identify a particular anxiety. The victim 
also has to know where it came from and why, altliough his first 
discussion of it often will provide him with a good deal of relief. 
This relief should not be confused with cure. It comes from the 
identification of a symptom—the anxiety—but there still remains 
the problem of getting at the full emotional background and 
reaching a solution of the essential problem. It may be a deep- 
rooted hostility on the job which can be helped by a change of 
employment, or occupation. It may be the effects of sexual ten¬ 
sion, requiring a course of sex education or the use of contracep¬ 
tives. It may be any set of emotional factors in the past life. But 
whatever the causative factors are, the effect is to deprive tfje 
victim of the power to relax. 

The most usual treatment for tension in the past was complete 
rest in bed with no disturbing visitors and no talk of anything 
more interesting or exciting than the idlest of pleasantries, “Jlow 
are we tliis morning?”, “Beautiful weather for the time of year,” 
and so on. But for many, this is an aggravation of the disease. 
Every physician has seen patients in hos])ilal wards lying back 
against their pillows with every muscle taut and pitifully fright¬ 
ened expressions on their faces. The fright is likely to increase 
after a dose of soothing i)latitudes murmured in what is con- 
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sidered to be an appropriate bedside manner, and sedatives may 
bring nightmares. 

Actually a little mild exercise and not such mild conversation if 
propc'rly directed are more effective. A round of golf frequently 
lowers rather than raises the blood pressure of these people. An 
emotional recital of their troubk^s will produce quite often a super¬ 
ficially alarming state of excitement, but after it is over the agi¬ 
tated patient will actually relax, saying* 

“I fe(‘l so much better now IVe got that off my mind.” 

The clue to what they have on their minds is often fovind in 
their perfectionist inclinations, their abnormal distaste for dirt, 
their compulsive behavior and speech, their dislike of fuss and 
fury, their temdency to seek intellectual and emotional satisfaction 
within themselves. The clue crops out in these actual quotations 
from the records of hypertension cases: 

‘T am a person who tries not to get angry because people don’t 
like you when you re mad. As a child I always tried to reason 
rather than fight/’ 

*1 was afraid of not being loved, so I tried to do things per¬ 
fectly and never be mad. Not to be loved mak(\s you feel inferior.” 

‘d always keep things perfect in my bureau drawer. I sti aighten 
it out when Tm nervous and mad. Tin awfully quick tempered 
and sensitive. I get hurt when anyones makes cracks at me, and 
throw shoes around. Then I straighten everything and start fresh.” 

have had to keep down a great deal of feeling. Sometimes I 
think I am going to tell people just what I feel, but when I’m face 
to face with them I haven’t th(' heart.” 

When the bodily illness overtakes them, the hypertensive react 
in two ways. One group, including those who acquire a cardio¬ 
vascular disease, show the coronary characteristic of trying to 
ignore their ailment and go on in spite of it. The others flop limply 
into the arms of authority and ask to be taken care of. Typical 
was a patient who explained that much as it hurt him to be depen¬ 
dent, his friends had taken care of him since he got sick. He could 
count on them no longer, so he expected the hospital to support 
him and his family. He was quite indignant when he was told that 
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he would have to do something about it too; he was not that sick. 

In cither case, as they undergo psychotherapy, these patients are 
likely to show an outwardly increased nervousness as they learn 
the lesson o{ relaKation. They get qiiarrelsuine and jeiky or they , 
show a tendency to have luinor accidents. Actually this is a sign 
that their symptoms are being relieved, and they work through 
it to a poise which leaves them as calm as they were when they 
were repressing their emolions and as relaxed as if they had never 
suffered from those emotions. They find it easier to eat less and, 
where necessary, work less. 

The case of Mrs. ‘TI.P.3,'" described in Chapter IV, shows how 
the lesson in relaxation works. Her mastery of it was the key that 
opened the way for her to do her thinking for herself and adjust 
herself to a highly unsatisfactory life situation. A summary of the 
ten sessions in which this was accomplished will illustrate how the 
hyi)erteiision victim can be taught. 

In the first session, Mrs, 3 was so angry at being sent to the 
psychiatric clinic at all—she had the usual idea that it was insulting 
and imputing some disgrace to her to question her emotional sta¬ 
bility—that she spent the first part of the interview stalking up 
and down the room alternately weeping and shouting. After she 
had expressed herself, the physician agreed with her that it was 
silly of other doctors if they had really told her that her x^ain was 
imaginary; that pain on an emotional basis is just as real as x^ain 
on a x)hysical basis. Mrs. 3 tlien was persuaded to lie down; her 
extiemc muscular tension was pointed out to her and the imx^res- 
sion imparted that no matter what else might be wrong, it would 
h(‘Ixi her to learn to relax. 

At the second and third sessions, Mrs. 3's history was taken, 
but she was asked to relax as much as possible during the inter¬ 
views. The fact that her attacks of pain, breathlessness and x^alpita- 
tion seemed to occur in relation to certain specific emotional ex¬ 
periences was x^ointed out. At the fourth session, Mrs. 3 confessed 
her murderous fantasies and her fear of picking up a knife one 
day lest she kill. At this point it was necessary to hold her back 
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a little to pr(‘voiit her from keepinjj; on with these impulses to the 
point wliere she might carry them into action. 

In tlic fifth interview, Mrs. 3 reported having been able to sit 
quietly and relax at home, and even to talk about business to her 
husband without losing her temper. By the sixth session she had 
stopped having nightmares, but it was necessary to talk about her 
vague fears. At the seventh session she rejiorted that she realized 
it was up to her to make the best of her life, that she had known 
it all along but had been too sick to think about it. The remaining 
three sessions were devoted to working over past points to make 
this last one quite clear. 

Mrs. 3\s compk‘te cure may be contrasted with the partial cure 
of Steve, a Greek restaurant keeper of forty, who linked his hyper¬ 
tension to business worries. Steve had come to this country when 
he was eighteen and went to work as a dishwasher, fifteen hours 
a night for $29 a month and his keep. He kept at it for a year, and 
then began a steady advance which ended when he owned two 
restaurants of his own, doing a good business. Then they began 
going downhill (the average life of a restaurant is only eight 
years) and Steve thought his illness dated from the failure of his 
second restaurant. 

Ia‘ke most sufferers from both hypertension and heart trouble, 
he glossed over his troubles at home, but they followed a pretty 
usual pattern. As a boy, the youngest of seven children, he had 
been devoted to a somewhat dominating mother and strictly 
bi'ought up by a father who tolerated no back talk from his off- 
.spilng. There was no history of heart disease in his family. Both 
his parents were alive and well at seventy-nine and eighty-two, 
rcs]KX'tively, but Steve had suffered a series of shocks when one of 
his brothers was killed in the war and three sisters died, two of 
pneumonia, and the' third, his favorite, in childbirth. 

His plan for being the boss in his own household was carried 
out wlu'u he was twenty-seven by marrying a Greek girl of seven¬ 
teen who spoke no English. It was from her that the hospital au- 
thoritic,‘s learned of his family life, for Steve was garrulous enough 
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about his business and his pleasures, but reticent about liis wife 
and child. He objected to the young woman s attempt to learn 
English, explaining that she would never need it, since she would 
never do anything but housc'work. She resented it, and since she 
was apparently a stronger character by nature, his attempts to 
make her completely dependent upon him were failing. Their sex 
relations were quite unsatisfactory, which was not surprising after 
Steve explained his attitude: 

“It’s better to have all that outside^ the home where you can pay 
your money and be through with it.” 

Steve boasted that he had always kept himself under control 
and never was one to speak out, although he admitted that he felt 
better if he did. His self-control did not extend to his figure, as he 
had been eating and drinking too much since fn's ])usin(‘ss troubles 
began. In five years his weight had risen from ISO to 225 pounds. 
Altliough he was sure overwork had brought on his illness, he 
announced rather defiantly that if he could not find light work 
when he got out of the hospital he would go Viack to his regular 
routine of toiling ten or twelve hours a day. Steve had no j^sychiat- 
ric treatment except the single interview for diagnosis, at which 
the facts of his life were brought out. He was slimmed down a bit 
in the ho.spital and discharged, but told to report for periodic 
check-ups. There was also a psychiatric follow-up note which 
quoted him as saying that he believed he was better off as night 
counterman in another fellow's restaurant than he had been as a 
proprietor. But he was gaining weight again, had been sick a 
couple of times. 

“Ikd’ore I used to get very angry, but now I just hold myself,” 
he said. “Any time I get angry I get sick. You see, my whole system 
gets out of order. My heart pumps too fast, and my head gets dizzy. 
I feel like 200 pounds when I walk. At the time I got sick I had a 
lot of aggravation over worry. Now I don't worry so much.” 

Obviously the fundamental conflict had not been resolved. The 
inner tension had not been eased. For him and Mrs. 3 life had 
posed the same questions: “Can you take it?” Mrs. 3, after eighteen 
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years of invalidism and negeition had discovered how she could 
answer that in the affirmative. Steve had not even discovered that 
there was a question at all. With a better health record than Mrs. 
3, he had not learned to take it because no one had pointed out to 
him why he should and how\ He had not learned to relax. 
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Mental Indigestion 


§1 

Men engaged in a rather wide variety of business and profes¬ 
sions are convinced that in their line of work ulcer is an occupa¬ 
tional disease. Publishers, advertising men, taxi and bus drivers, 
lawyers, merchandizing and industrial executives all claim it— 
some of them with a certain odd pride. This triumph of arrogance 
over pain stems from the legend that ulcer of the stomach or 
duodenum is above all others the affliction of tycoons and so may 
be considered as a badge of success, or at least of superior quality. 

Ulcer, they say, comes to the Go-getter. But in actual fact that 
is not true. All this particular kind of Go-getter really gets is his 
ulcer. 

Nevertheless, the legend does reveal some popular understand¬ 
ing of the real nature of the disease—that it is a combination of 
physical and psychic factors which are all necessary to this par¬ 
ticular kind of a sore interior. 

There are four steps which go into the making of an ulcer—very 
few victims ever have more than one at a time although the pain 
is usually enough to make them refer to it in the plural—and the 
interplay of body and mind is decisive. The development is 
this: 
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First of all an unduly large number of impulses, caused by emo¬ 
tional dislurbanccs, are transmitted to the nerve fibers which run 
through the mid-brain to the intestinal tract. This part of the brain 
is b(‘licved to ha\'e, among its functions, that of emotional expres¬ 
sion in the involuntary nervous system; that is, the nervous system 
over which man has no conscious control. It regulates tlie auto¬ 
matic functionings of the body, and these cannot be consciously 
willed to behave thus and so. But they can be affected involun¬ 
tarily through the involuntary nervous system. 

Second, these impulses get passed along to the stomach and 
intestine where they affect the production of hydrochloric acid. 
This is their normal function; it does harm only when the acid is 
produced in larger quantities than are necessary for digestion. The 
immediate result is likely to be hunger pangs which in health are 
an indication that the body needs food. In this stage of ulcer 
development they prompt the consumption of more than is actually 
needed, so that the more the person eats the worse he gets. 

Third, tension develops in the smooth muscles, whose work is 
especially beyond the power of the voluntary system to control. 
The even contraction and relaxation of these muscles is disturbed. 
This may interfere with the normal rhythm of those muscles which 
govern the traffic between mouth and stomach. If their signals get 
mixed, the stomach will naturally be irritated by vomiting. Food 
which is kept in the stomach instead of being passed along in the 
normal course of digestion also irritates the lining. 

Fourth, the victim then may eat something scratchy or irritating 
to the mucous membranes lining the stomach or intestine. The 
hydrochloric acid and the muscle tension combine to aggravate 
the slightest blemish caused on the wall of the digestive tract. The 
sore becomes noticeable, painful and infected, and can be seen by 
X-ray as an irregularity on the stomach wall. That is an ulcer. 

TreatiiKiut in the past has generally worked backward from the 
symptom. The sore was the obvious seat of the trouble, so doctors 
tried to remove it by prescribing a soothing alkaline diet which 
would heal the ulcer, or they went to more drastic extremes and 
cut the ulcer out. Recently there have been experiments in sever- 
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ing the vagus nerve, wliich carried the offending impulses. Tliis 
last seems very much like cutting the telegraph wires from Wash¬ 
ington to avoid hearing bad news. It does not lialt the march of 
events, and the bad news will reach us one way or another. Prob¬ 
ably it will come as all the more of a shock for the delay imposed 
by the roundabout route. 

While the actual sore has to be healed, the permanent solution 
is to stop at their source the sequence of events which lead up to 
an ulcer. This has been recognized by medical practitioners for 
a long time; in fact, almost as long as medicine can be considered 
a science. The relation between the mind and the gastro-intcvstinal 
disorders has been accepted ever since Hippocrates, in the year 
640 B.C., was reported to have cured King Perdicas of Macedonia 
by the analysis of a dream. 


§2 

A Tattern for Ulcer 

The existence of an ulcer is usually not a matter of any doubt 
to the physician. Yet there are times when the location of the sore 
and the reactions of the organs may conceal the irritated tissue 
from the fluoroscope. The facts may be revealed by a study of the 
victim's emotional problems, for the typical ulcer personality is not 
difficult to recognize if the physician has had adequate psychoso¬ 
matic training. 

I recall a young woman named Dorothy who was referred 
to a clinic as a purely psychiatric case. For more than a year and 
a half she had been complaining of pains which were definitely 
suggestive of gastric ulcer, but all the tests were negative. The 
doctors who had examined her became convinced that tlie symp¬ 
toms were hysterical in origin, for they could recognize that she 
seemed to be laboring under a good deal of emotional strain. 

They were right about the strain, but at the same time it was 
apparent that Dorothy followed the psychic pattern of the ulcer 
victim. It was not difficult to get at the bottom of her emotional 
problem. Unmarried and living alone with her mother, who had 
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decidedly Puritanical reactions to her daughter’s social activities, 
Dorothy was carrying on a love affair with the husband of one of 
her close friends. 

Dorothy had a personality which inclined her to depend upon 
her mother for affection and support. At the same time she resented 
her cmotiotval dependence on her mother and her mother’s eco¬ 
nomic dependence on her. She could not slirug oft her mother’s 
views on virtue because she was accustomed to relying upon the 
older woman’s judgment and needed to feel that she was approved. 
On the other hand, she could not aceex^t the limitation on her own 
activities which this attitude imxdied. 

She responded readily to treatment which revealed this situ¬ 
ation to her, and the x)ain subsided. However, she could not be 
regarded as cured. She had a living to earn, and her job kept her 
from continued attendance at the clinic. When she was discharged, 
she was warned to have a medical check-up at least once a year, 
and that if in betwt‘en these check-ups tlu' symx^toms returned, 
she was to come back to the psychiatric clinic at once. 

In due course the pains did return; Dorothy’s (anotional system 
had not been as thoroughly stabilized as would have been possible 
if she had been able to continue treatment. But when she arrived 
at the clinic, the xisychiatrist hax^iiened to be on vacation, and she 
was referred to a neurologist. 

For three years lie treatexl her with sedatives, but at last the 
emotional and [diysical strain grew greater than drugs could coxic 
with. Her lover dec:ided to divorce his wife and marry Dorothy, 
a complex situation in which the young woman felt that she owed 
it to her friend to bj eak off her affair with the man altogether. Im¬ 
mediately afterward she suffered hemorrhages, and for the first 
time became aware of the fact that she really had an ulcer. 

“Last week,” she wrote to the x^sychiatrist, ‘1 was so sick I called 
in a doctor from the neighborhood and he said I was having 
hemorrhages from an ulcer in my stomach. If this is what you were 
treating me for six years ago, why didn’t you tell me?” 

She was x^romptly asked to come back to the clinic, and this time 
the existence of the ulcer could be confirmed without any trouble. 
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In fact it had progressed so far that she required blood transfu¬ 
sions. But for the accident of getting to a neurologist instead of a 
psychiatrist on her first return to the clinic, she might have been 
helped to avoid this suffering. The possibility was more than hind¬ 
sight, for at the time her job had prevented her from continuing 
psychiatric treatments, this note was added to her chart: 

‘This patient should be followed in Medicine (that is, by the 
general clinic). Although the immediate emotional problem has 
been rc'lic vcd and with it her symptoms, she has the specific reac¬ 
tion pattern to any type of stress and strain which is characteristic 
of the ulcer patient.” 

The recognition of that particular pattern would do a good deal 
to prevent ulcer. However, the possessor of it does not usually 
consult a physician, particularly one trained in psychosomatic 
techniques, until the disease has developed to the point where a 
sore is actually present. 

Therefore, the first step in treatment of the ulcer is to get rid 
of the sore. This can be done by diet, although often the obvious 
regime of milk and mush is psychologically harmful, or it may be 
necessary to operate if the ulcer has proceeded too far. Once the 
sore has been healed or removed, intensive treatment of the basic 
trouble can begin. In the meantime, psychotherapy can help pre¬ 
pare the x^atient either for an ox)eration or for accey^tance of his diet 
and x^ave the way for serious consideration of the underlying 
mental indigestion. 

The rather clear x^attern of emotional life is a good deal of help 
in treatment. Ulcer patients generally are a bit above average in¬ 
telligence, often very much above, and like to talk about them¬ 
selves. They know very well that there is some sort of nervous or 
emotional basis for their pain, although they are inclined to blame 
other factors than the real ones. 

“This happened to me because the government has made it so 
tough for us business men,” they will say. Or, “My wife drives me 
nuts.” Or, “Tve had so much hard luck. Doctor, that it worries me 
sick.” 

Actually, these worries are more superficial than the majority 
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of men like to think. Their trouble is deeper, but once they under¬ 
stand that fact, they co-operate quickly with the physician. That, 
too, is characteristic. 

We fiTid that most ulcer sufferers have always been feeding 
problems. H we can talk to their mothers, we learn that they usu¬ 
ally had nursing difficulties in the very first few months of their 
livc's. They were subject to colic later on. Tlicy may have inherited 
an organic weakness which predisposes them to ulcer when the 
necessary train of psychological explosive has been laid. One in¬ 
vestigator has prepared statistics to show that among his ulcer 
patients, only 10.8 per cent were children of parents who had both 
been frc'e of ulcers all their lives. In another 25.7 per cent, one 
paiaait had suffered from ulcer. That left the substantial majority 
as children of parents both of whom had been afflicted with the 
disease. 

This indicates that the popular acceptance of ulcer as primarily 
a disease of men has little foundation in fact. For twenty-odd 
years, there was tins much justification for the story: Most of the 
people who had ulcers were men. But that was only between 1914 
and 1936. Since then, the proportion of women has been increas¬ 
ing, until now the sexes arc about evenly susceptible. That this 
change in the sex distribution of ulcer is no phenomenon peculiar 
to tlie atomic age can be seen from the fact that until about 1900, 
the ciiief victims of ulcer were women. 

The truth is tliat the cultural conditions of the time, reacting 
upon the peculiar emotional system of the nicer type, has a deter¬ 
mining inHuence. The impulses passing through the mid-brain are 
altered by the conditions of life under which people find them¬ 
selves. 

This cultural element in disease is not confined to the digestive 
tract. There arc men and women still living who can remember 
when a special kind of anemia called clorosis was quite prevalent. 
It struck only at adolescent girls, and was widely discussed in the 
medical literature of the day. Today it has departed from life and 
even been dropped from the medical textbooks. The reason is that 
girls no longer live as they did in the late Victorian era. Both their 
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physical and emotional lives have been liberated from constricting 
inlliieiices. The emotional upsets which us(;d to be channeled into 
clorosis by the tiglit clothing and lack of exercise now find outlets 
in some other ailment, or happily do not exist at all because of the 
additional emotional freedom which has come wath the change in 
costume and habits. 

The ulcer patieait in his childhood usually is devoted to his 
mother, and yet he cannot be satisfied with the dependence which 
that devotion implies. As he growxs older, he is continually torn 
between his impulse to lean upon his mother, wife, friend or cm- 
jdoyer and his compulsion to assert his owm independence. It is 
his desire to escape from his own fear of Vicing a clinging vine 
which causes him to reach out for responsibility and gives him the 
appearance of the go-getter—and often causes him to climb quite 
high in the ladder of wa^rldly success. 

There is not in this personality the drive to excel which charac¬ 
terizes others, the coronary type for example. The iileer patienfs 
ambition and activity are merely a cloak for his dependent pull. 
He wants only to be active and escape from his owai sus])icion of 
inferiority; he does not necessarily seek to rival others, to climb 
over them, to impress his superior abilities upon them. 

§3 

The Real Go-Getter 

The beginnings of his personality troubles start early—earlier 
than in the case of most other .sick people. The desire to remain 
a protected and loved babe begins an early conflict wath the more 
conscious desii e to assert individuality. 

The reason that this conflict results in ulcer rath(T than in some 
other form of physical disturbance is to be found in the relation¬ 
ship of body and mind in this emotional situation. The child’s first 
feelings of being cared for are associated with the act of taking in 
his nourishment, lie sucks in milk, and his nervous system trans¬ 
mits impulses of well being. The nerves most immediately affected 
are those wdiich lead to the stomach. Before the child has pro- 
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ceedcd beyond his earliest helpless stage, a conditioned reflex has 
been set up. The stimulus of food has sent soothing messages 
throiigli the involuntary nervous system. In the potential ulcer 
victim, tliere is a reversal of this soothing process—the early feed¬ 
ing problem, the nursing difBculties, the colic. 

As the nursing becomes associated in the emotional system with 
the maternal protection, the drive to get away from the depend¬ 
ence, at once desirable and hateful, results in nerve impulses which 
are just the opposite of the normal infant s reaction to food. Be¬ 
cause of this fact, the prescription of a milk diet may not turn out 
to be the best in all cases. The stuff is soothing to the mucous 
lining of the stomach, but it throws the patient back into an in¬ 
fantile status whidi may be thoroughly exasperating to his adult 
insistence upon independence. The resulting stimulus to the pro¬ 
duction of hydrochloric acid in the stomach may offset much of 
the benefit of the milk. For these patients, a dietary regime more 
closely approximating the grown-up table will often be beneficial. 

Before the ulcer has developed, however, thc^ predestined vic¬ 
tim has rejected for himself the dependent position which one part 
of him desires. This is very different from those other patients who 
develop diseases from emotional upsets caused by withdrawal of 
the affection they need. The ulcer pati(mt is not the inert victim of 
unrequited affection. His mother, wife or friend may be (|uite 
ready to supply the protection and love. But the ulcer personality 
has to assert his own self-sufficiency; he cannot yield to what he 
would perhaps regard as his weaker impulses if he were aware of 
them. 

The adult ego, rejecting a desire to be loved and to depend upon 
others, pushes this feeling deeper and deeper into his mind. Con¬ 
cealed at last from himself and casual observers, his desire cannot 
be gratified by the ordinary circumstances of his daily life, for he 
is too busy impressing his independence upon his associates and 
his family. Finally the yearning for love seeks an outlet through 
a more primitive channel, the yeaniing for food. 

This is something different than the condition which we describe 
as hunger. Hunger is merely an absence of food. The yearning for 
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the act of eating, which the ulce?r patient has developed as a sub¬ 
stitute for his desire to be protected, does stimulate the nerves in 
the same way. Instead of the production of hydrochloric acid to 
digest a food, however, the stimulus results in the production of 
acid which helps create an ulcer. In short, the nervous system has 
been reduced to cheating the stomach. It gives the stomach all the 
stimulus it normally gets when about to receive nourishment, but 
no uourishmeut materializes. 

It usually takes some time before this sort of deception bears its 
final fruit. Mr. Dooley, who anticipated so much of the wisdom of 
future generations, noted that iii its normal condition the stomach 
was a mighty tough mechanism and would go to work cheerfully 
on a lump of coal. But when not even the coal is provided to satisfy 
its industrious habits, the stomach wall finally get sore—but literally. 

It should not be neglected that the early upsets connected with 
eating arc the same factors which ultimately bring on ulcers. In 
order to overcome his hidden wish to be mothered, the ulcer pa¬ 
tient will exaggerate his ambitious and self-assertive traits to the 
point of appearing positively aggressive. He refuses help; he 
reaches out for new responsibilities; he assumes unnecessary bur¬ 
dens. Insofar as these qualities make for success in business or 
professional life, the typical ulcer personality is an asset in pro¬ 
pelling its owner to the top of the ladder. But the individual him¬ 
self is just as likely to get the same satisfaction out of excessive 
work and emotional drive in the operation of a truck as in the con¬ 
duct of a vast interlocking empire of industry. 

The fact that women are being permitted to join in the scramble 
for independent achievement in our economic life is a factor in 
their increasing presence on the rolls of ulcer patients. Where the 
cultural habits of the community prevent a woman who has the 
ulcer pattern from engaging in any activities which allow her to 
struggle for self-sufficiency she will tend to develop some other 
ailment. 

The attitudes so typical of the ulcer patient, whether man or 
woman, can be made to serve in treating the basic cause of their 
troubles. In general, they react to their illness with a complete re- 
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versa! of what they and their friends regard as their usual form. 
From assc'rtivcly independent people, they rapidly become exag¬ 
geratedly he'lpless, like babies. They give in to the long-repressed 
impulses with unhappy abandon. As a result, they are frequently 
healed (so far as the sore in the stomach is concerned) by a 
simple rest cure. They give themselves up to it, relaxed and con¬ 
tented, fussed over by family and attendants. The emotional con¬ 
flict is halted, so that often they are feeling in fine fettle within a 
s\ivprisii^gly short time. But if that is all that has been done for 
them, tVie conflict has been stopped by a truce rather than a peace. 
As soon as they return to their normal lives, the emotional process 
that leads to the illness starts again: the sore reappears. But if they 
are helped to understand themselves, they can make the cure 
permanent. 

One of my patients, a major in the Army at the time, was bene¬ 
fited a great deal by the very quality of his independence and ag¬ 
gressiveness, once he understood what he was fighting against in 
his emotional background. He read some of the medical literature 
on the cause and cure of diseases in sheep which have proved so 
useful in our understanding of men. He learned that sheep can 
become neurotic by being subjected to strain. He read about ex¬ 
periments in which petty annoyances built up in them ailments 
similar to his own. 

‘M’m damned if I’m going to be just a sheep,” he declared force¬ 
fully, and set out to show by getting well that he was a man. 

Such men can gain control of their emotions—or at least enough 
control to prevent the development of new ulcers—when they have 
brought the essential conflict to the surface of their minds and 
begin to grapple with it intelligently. It is not too hard for them 
to strike a balance between their desire for love and their drive 
toward independence; few of us find ourselves in a position where 
these are incompatible altogether. The ulcer patient’s trouble is 
that he seldom realizes the true state of his emotions. 

Many resemble the middle-aged man whose chief difficulty was 
the unconscious attempts he made to establish his wife in the same 
relationship which he remembered enjoying with his mother, who 
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had been dead for some years. Actually lie had never permitted 
himself to be babied, even in childhood. Me regarded himself as 
a rather strong character and was proud of it. But his marriage 
was being made unhappy and his stomach ulcered by the fact that 
his conscious self-assertiveness and domineering attitude in some 
matters conflicted with the other .side of his emotional nature. 
Once he realized the facts, it was relatively easy for him to recon¬ 
cile the two. His mind ceased to stimulate his stomach all the time. 
He became a real Go-getter*, he got rid of his ulcer. 

§4 

The Man Who Changed Himself 

There is more to the ulcer x^ersonality than his conflict over de¬ 
pendence. Once the digestive tract has started to acquire a sore 
spot, other emotions can contribute to the j^rogress of the disease. 
Anger, fear, hostility and resentment are the most common, but 
any serious emotional shock stimulates tlie ulcer-forming or ulcer- 
irritating process. 

Popular speech has linked these emotions to the stomach in 
dozens of x^icturesque x^brases. We say we hate so-and-so's guts, 
or we admire the guts disxolayed in an aet of bravery, or we go to 
tlie guts of a question. We can’t stomach injustice or hypocrisy or 
somebody’s manners. We refuse to swallow an insult. Our style is 
cramped. We prox^ose to digest a problem. We abase ourselves 
when in the wrong with an expression of our willingness to eat 
crow or humble pie. We choke on all sorts of feelings, and it is a 
fact that a good many of them can give us the sensation of having 
a lumx3 in the throat, just as more intense emotions can cause a 
more severe physical upset of the stomach. 

Every ulcer x)atient illustrates the truth of some of these sayings. 
Walter S— proved the aptness of most of them. As the oldest of 
three children he had always, he said, regarded himself as sort of 
responsible for his younger brother and sister. They were not very 
practical people, he explained, and were likely to get into all sorts 
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of trouble if left to themselves. Their parents? Well, of course the 
father had always provided well enough, but both mother and 
father were impractical, too. They needed guidance. 

At first, Walter gave the impression of being the sole prop of 
the whole family. Actually he had never contributed to the support 
of any of its members because they did not need it. Ih^ was always 
seeking to “make things easier'’ for his parents by urgiiig them to 
tell him what they needed, but they seemed quite content to live 
modestly on Mr. S—"s little retirement incoriic. Walter had not 
so much as seen his sister for years, but he knew she had four 
children and a Imsband who did not make much money, so he 
thought he o\ight to do something for them. The only trouble was 
that they wouldn’t take anything, llis brother was in even easier 
circumstances than Walter himself. 

The family had been a close-knit one, as Walter described it. 
But he had felt a little apart from it. Ilis mother had a great many 
interests outside the hoine—cliibs, the suffrage movement, study 
courses—and he was sure she liked his younger brother belter any¬ 
way. Walter thought that was fitting; the youngest as the most 
helpless should be the favorite. His father naturally, he said, pre¬ 
ferred the daughter. The boy had hven competently cared for as 
far as his physical needs w('rit, but lic' had had little further atten¬ 
tion in the home. He remembered being told that he had colic all 
the time. One of his earliest recolk^ctioiis was of crawling up on 
a sofa to put his arms aro\md his mother affectionately, only to be 
brushed aside without auger because she was reading. The indif- 
fercTice, he said, made more impression on him than a blow would 
have done. 

There was no nicer history that he knew of in the family, but his 
mother had complained frequently of minor digestive disorders. 
His father and his sister had suffered from asthma and hay fever, 
and at seventy his father was told that he had a mild heart condi¬ 
tion and ought to take it easy. Walter could not remember that 
his mother, now sixty-live, had ever been seriously ill except for a 
vague and protracted siege some years before which he assumed 
had been related to her menopause. He himself, in addition to the 
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usual childhood diseases, had been through an appendectomy and 
a long bout of pneumonia during successive summers in liis teens. 
He reinenibered them vividly, he said, because tliey had spoiled 
liis holidays. 

Walter had left college in the last half of his senior year in order 
to get married. A friend of the family had offered him a lolace in 
a small but thriving business, and it seemed a wonderful oppor¬ 
tunity to become independent of his parents. The job paid (mough 
to support a wife if they w^crc careful, and the girl was willing. 
Walter was just twenty-one, and plunged into the work of being 
ht;ad of a household with a great chad of energy. Within a few 
years he had been made a partner in the business, had two chil¬ 
dren and was quite generally regarded as a highly successful young 
lellow. 

By the time he was thirty, he began to have mild stomach 
trouble'. M first he thought he got it from eating irregularly in 
the course of business trijDS, but when he stayed home for months 
at a time and stuck to rather simple food, the attacks grew even 
more frecpient. They were not, however, unbearable, and so he 
did not bother to consult medical advice. He saved that for a few 
years later, and then he went to see a doctor because he had had 
a series of bad colds and sore throats. He did not mention his 
stomach upsets, considering them unwortliy of serious attention. 
He was advised to have his tonsils removed and did so. Thereafter 
he was free of what he considered major troubles for several years. 

Finally, howawer, the pains in his stomach grew too much for 
him. He went back to the physician, and ulcer was readily diag¬ 
nosed. Diet and avoidance of w^orry were prescribed. The first 
was easy—Walter confined his meals to milk and eggs and mush— 
but the second was beyond his xoowers. He really had nothing much 
to worry about sux)erficially, and often his personal life was so un¬ 
eventful that he was reduced to worrying about the iniquities of the 
governmcait, the decay of politics in our time and the state of the 
world in general. His ulcer gave him a good deal of pain, but 
there were intervals when he was almost unaware of it. Curiously 
enough, he was nearly always free from serious discomfort when 

[ 167 ] 



MIND AND body: PsycJiosomatic Medicine 

lie was on liis business trips; liis worst attacks were saved for the 
privacy of tlic home. 

On sevei al occasions, his ulcer was so bad that h(‘ went away 
for rest cures. Tliese always did him a lot of good. He tluew aside 
business responsibility, lamily responsibility and care, forgot about 
t]jc‘, people hit didn’t like and allowed himself to l>e taken care of 
in every way. 

1 he vacation from his dislikes was particularly important. While 
not a man gi\’en to outbursts of temper, Walter had developed a 
eolk'ction of pet hates, anxieties and fears. He had bcaome a con- 
firuK'd pessimist, and the world being what it is he was Irequenlly 
confirmed in his gloomy predictions. 

At the same time, Walter was no bitter misanthrope shunning 
his fellows. He liked cards and parties and gatherings at which 
his business associates met for waissail and jubilee, even though 
he no longer took part in the wassail. He was popular enough, tell¬ 
ing a story well and willing to listen, too. 

He was forty-five when he was advised that surgery was the 
only hope for him, but he was advised at the same time that there 
are psychic factors al)Out an ulcer which he ought to investigate. 
He decided to investigate both, but his ulcer was so far advanced 
that there was nothing for it but to operate. Psychotherapy, except 
for helping put him in a better frame of mind to undergo the opera¬ 
tion, came later, 

Walter b(*gan, after some ra]')port with the physician had been 
established by talking freely cd liis feeling of responsibility for his 
father, mother, sister and brother. His mother did foolish things— 
taking trips and buying clothes or furniture which she couldn't 
afford—and his father did nothing to stop her. 7'hat angered and 
worried him. His sister failed to ask his advice, although she knew 
he was ready to give it to her, and he gloomily predicted that his 
bachelor brother was too irresponsible to come to any good end. 
He himself, he confided, was the only practical one of the lot. 

It was pretty plain that his relationship with his mother had been 
one of resentment because she was not suflSciently dependent upon 
him and dissatisfaction because he had never been able to get him- 
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self babi(?d. It was equally plain that neither of these sentiineiits 
was understood \)y him in the least. And still more plain was tlic 
fact that his curious reticence about h\s wife and children was 
based cm an even more dislurbhu:; emotional conllict. 

As the case eventually developed, it appeanal that when he 
married lu'r his wife had ah the mannerisms of thc^ \ielp\c:ss and 
fluttering female who was seeking to atlach hersell to his stia/ngtli 
for protection. But as their married life settled into (ionu\s(ic 
routine, she showed a certain aggressiveness which was mainly 
directed toward furlhering his careen*. She was a nagger, in short. 
Walter had to work pretty hard to kec'p hiinscdf bcheving that he 
hc'ld the upper hand in the more obvious areas of family decision. 
He could not rc'lax for a moment and .sink into the role of the i:>ain- 
pered husband if he was to retain his self'res])ect. But lu^ had a 
very obvious yearning to play that role. The degree to which he 
repressed it was measured by the intensity of his ulcer x^ains. 

“Sometimes,” he said, 'T get so mad at that woman 1 have to get 
out for a while. But she adores me really, and there isn*t anything 
1 can do to change her.” 

It would have done Walter no good to have changed her. It was 
himself he liad to change. Peace, and freedom from any recurrence 
of his ulcer, came to him when he finally understood that it w^as in 
his own emotional conflict that his troubles originated. 

{5 

Back to Babyhood 

Ulcer is not the only recourse for the dammed-up clash within 
the personality which can accept neither the dependent nor the 
independent role in life. Other disturbances in the digestive tract 
may take ulcer’s place, and usually it develops that thea e aj e slight 
but significant differences in the personality of the person who gets 
colitis, say, and the one who has an ulcer. 

As a rule, the colitis victim is less mature emotionally than the 
sufferer from ulcer. He is likely to be more lonely, and it has been 
found that for those colitis patients who are obliged to undergo 
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operations, the presence of close friends or relations in the hos¬ 
pital the night before helps to prepare them for the ordeal of next 
day. It is important for the physician in charge to observe care¬ 
fully and, if an operation is actually necessary, to time the opera¬ 
tion with an upswing from the patient's generally self-destructive 
drive, if llieir attention is focused on dying, they will die no matter 
how the operation is performed. 

The behavior of parents and close friends of colitis patients pro¬ 
vides some clues to the forces that help develop the illness pat¬ 
tern. Just as the colitis patient has his attitude focused on dying, 
partly out of hopelessness, partly to make tliose who should have 
loved him sorry, and partly to punish himself for his unworthiness, 
so his loved ones react to illness with feelings of hopelessness and 
guilt, even to the extent of becoming ill themselves or dying as a 
reaction to the death of the c(3litis sulferer. Dr. Lindeman felt the 
reaction of the relatives to be so important that when such colitis 
patients were on the danger list, he asked the closest friends or 
relatives to spend the night in the hospital; not simply because he 
hoped that they might help the patient, but because he wished 
the opportunity also to do a little preventive medicine. He wished 
to save iVie relatives from their own reaction to the deatli of their 
loved one. 

That a somewhat more infantile type should choose colitis is 
quite natural in view of the very sim})le fact that one of the 
earliest forms of resentitient which an infant can express has to 
do with his bowels. The process of elimination is the most im¬ 
portant in the life of a bal)y, next to breathing and eating. During 
the last thirty years an imposing amount of information has become 
available on the psychic aspects of this bodily function. 

As eating becomes a symbol of desire to be loved, to lean on 
someone for security, to receive emotional or material good or to 
take it by force if necessary, so elimination becomes a symbol of 
possessiveness, of pride in accomplishment, of the tendency to 
give and of such hostile impulses as desires to attack or soil or 
disparage. 

The importance of this function is a by-product of civilization. 
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Its emotional importance is emjoluisized for the child during what 
is usually his first (‘ducational experience—toilet training. His in¬ 
troduction to conformity with the (to him) incomprehensible 
customs of society is gt'nerally associated with praise, tokens of 
X)arental esteem either material or affectionate such as candy or 
kisses and in some.' eases penalties for failure. Under these circum¬ 
stances tlie child naturally associates this function with possession 
of sometliing valuable, and the relationship of this in later life to 
preoccupation with money is one of the best established of 
psychoanalytic concepts. The exaggerated disgust which can easily 
follow the infantile pleasure is simply the reverse of this medal. 

As the child grows older, these emotional attitudes disappear 
from his conscious tliiiikiug. But they remain rooted in his person¬ 
ality, and are at work within his body. Later still, any disturbance 
of the function of the bowels is greeted with an exaggerated fear 
or concern, which further inten.sifies the emotional disturbance. 
The wish to receive affection and material tokens of it is countered 
by the unconscious desire to make up for that dependent desire 
by assuming new duties and obligations. The individual feels’ 
called upon to make extra efforts in his work, to support or help 
others, to give until he develops fre([ucntly a reputation for great 
conscientiousness. At the same time there is the opposite pull to¬ 
ward relaxing these unnatural efforts, to cease the exertion, to 
relapse into dependence. 

When this conflict becomes too great to find expression in actual 
day-to-day activities, the colitis or other disorder of the bowels 
may be substituted. Therefore in many cases of colitis, the relief 
which can be obtained from sedatives, rest cures and diet will 
often be made permanent only by the addition of psychotherapy, 
so that the cause of the ailment can be removed along with the 
symptoms. As early as 1930, a study of a number of colitis cases 
in a New York hospital led to this passage in the rc‘sulting report: 

“Of seven men . . . all wen? tied to their mothers except one who 
had found a mother substitute in an older sister. Several of these 
men had never been away from their mothers for more than thirty 
days in their whole lives. None of these men was married, and for 
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the most part the onset of their colitis was associated with the 
conflict Ix'lwccn tlic mother-tie and the desire for marriage—psy¬ 
chologically a repc'tition of the birth experience. . . . 

'‘Of the* fi\'c women . . . three were married as follows; One to a 
man her own age who had been virtually living in the home of his 
wife’s parents; the second was married to a man twice her age— 
an inadc(|uate father substitute'—from whom she tried to free her¬ 
self, but got colitis in the attempt; the third, E. P., was secretly 
married. Of tlie remaining two women, one, C. M., was engaged, 
but her colitis and her unconscious mental attitude were interfering 
with marriage, lire other was unapproachable on the subject of 
marriage/’ 

Hemorrhoids are an even more avoidable expression of this sort 
of basic conflict than colitis, and represent an even more infantile 
personality. This ailment is usually associati'd with anger, too, the 
physiological response to an emotional stimulus being diverted 
from what we have come to regard as the normal sphere. The 
expression '‘grind his teeth in rage” describes the usual reaction. 
But in this personality, the grinding is transferred to the sphincter 
muscles and becomes a rectal spasm. If this continues, the veins 
are constricted and hemorrhoids arc formed. Further continuation 
may result in a chronic rectal condition. Contributing emotional 
factors are fear of pain, which tends to constrict the sjdiincter 
muscles further, as well as liidden guilt and spite reactions. 

The necessity for grappling with the psychic elements in all these 
diseases of the digestive tract seems clear enough. Perhaps one of 
the most convincing demonstrations of the high degree of sug¬ 
gestibility of the human being in relation to this part of Iris anatomy 
was made more than twenty years ago in a hospital by a physician 
who may sound like a practical joker in medical school but whose 
experiment has some value. He described it as follows; 

“A physician ordered sugar solution as a medicament for patients 
on a ward. Shortly afterwards he rushed in, aj)pearing perturbed 
and declaring that by a mistake a harmful drug had been given. 
He said it would be best if everyone could vomit; otherwise a 
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painful pumping out of stomachs would be necessary. Almost 
every patient vomited immediately.” 

In this pi ompt obc'diencc of physical function to the emotional 
stimulus of fear lies thc‘ direet connection betwecm psycliic ex¬ 
perience and digestive disorders. Mental indigestion becomes a 
reality, a psycljosomatic reality. 
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Allergy con Amore 


§1 

Tup: BRIDGE over the chasm between our understanding of bodily 
and of emotional factors in illness is nearer completion in allergies 
than in any other field. The chasm itself is neither narrower nor 
shallower; the difference is in the progress made on the bridge. So 
if it sometimes seems that the relation l)etween an attack of hay 
fever and the sufferer's emotional state is closer than in the case 
of some other disease, that is only because we know more about it. 

We are so familiar with it that wc can call it by nicknames and 
label the underlying factor '‘smother love.” Whether the victim 
has had it heaped upon him or whether he goes burrowing for it 
himself seems to make little difference. 

Knowledge about this group of ailments and about the emotional 
factor is comparatively recent. The word “allergy” itself was not 
coined until 1906, It means literally “altered force” and may be 
defined as a person's altered cajiacity to react to a specific stimulus. 
That alteration may show in a reaction to pollen, dust, food or 
something of the sort on the part of the skin, the nasal tissues, the 
bronchial tissues, the stomach and so on. It may show itself as hay 
fever or asthma or a rash. 

The condition is usually not hard to recognize. The substances 
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to which an individual is sensitive usually can be identified through 
skin tests. More obscure are the reasons why one person sneezes 
in the presence of ragweed and another because of cat fur, while a 
third l)reaks into a rash after contact with a certain dye and a 
fourth has no allergies at all. 

Susceptibility may or may not be an inheritable character¬ 
istic. It has also been suggested that substances which are respon¬ 
sible for the allergic reaction may be present in the placental fluid, 
and thus transmitted to the foetus before birth. The same sub¬ 
stances may be absorbed by an infant with his mother's milk, or 
even with cow’s milk. Whethc^r the reaction will be hay fever, a 
rash, asthma, nausea or nothing at all, however, will depend upon 
emotional as well as hereditary and physical environmental 
factors. 

This last fact is not a new discovery. Hippocrates himself knew 
that an asthmatic attack could be brought on by some violent emo¬ 
tion, What is relatively new is our current knowledge of how these 
emotions work and what can be done about them. As early as 
1922 a Dr. Costa, writing in a German medical journal, described 
how he had cured a woman who had been suffering uninter¬ 
ruptedly for four months despite the use of the whole bag of tricks 
then believed to be effective. He abandoned the drugs she had 
been using and resorted to hypnosis. In the first session he planted 
the suggestion that she would sleep well, and she did. Another 
session relieved her anxieties, including a fear that she would die 
of tuberculosis. She was apparently cured in eighteen days, but 
two months later had a new attack. This time she did not respond 
to hypnosis, and Dr, Costa proceeded to try analysis. In response 
to one of her questions, he mentioned that the same sort of thing 
happened in the intestines, and in a few days the patient de¬ 
veloped an intestinal disturbance. Ten days later both that and 
the asthma had disappeared. 

There may he some c|iiestion as to the permanence of this cure. 
However, the methods of men like Costa have been improved upon 
in the twenty-five years since he wrote, although for a time, until 
only a few years ago, tlie discovery that an asthmatic’s specific 
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allergies could be identified led to a subordination of the emotional 
factor. Ihe allergists concentrated on their tests, theorizing that 
ii the patient could be kept away from every substance to whicli 
he was allca gic, he need never sufler more. 

For the person who is allergic only to a few substances which 
can bf‘ avoided easily, the course is clear. A city dweller whose 
only allergy is poison ivy, can learn to recognize the. plant and 
stay away from it. A fanner or a woodsman might liave more diffi¬ 
culty, at least in slaying away from il. 

When it comes to the asthmatic who reacts positively to a long 
list of common substances, the problem becomes more eompli- 
cated especially if he rides in the subway. Here, for example, is a 
representative list of items to which one man was sensitive: The 
pollen of elm, oak, sycamore, ash, hickory, birch, grass, Russian 
thistle, pigweed and ragweed; the hair of goats and hogs; wool, 
tobacc^o, flaxseed, pyrethrum and household dust, and finally, but 
only slightly, fifteen different foods. 

Even assuming that he had unlimited means and leisure, this 
man could have spent a lifetime* running in vain from contact with 
any of these. Most people are bound by family, jobs, friends and 
income to the enviionment and the climate in which they and 
th('ir allergies find themselves. 

But the asthmatic, for example, who can actually get away from 
those substances to which lie is allergic is not necessarily safe. 
Time after time, an emotional reaction will bring on an attack 
which cannot be connected with any of the things to wfliich the 
individiials skin redacted. On tlie other hand, relief from emotional 
conflicts frecpiently gives a suffejer complete or partial relief, even 
though he remains exposed to the pollens and dust to which he is 
sensitive. 

Of course the skin tests are useful. There seem to be two 
categories of asthma. One, sometimes called “extrinsic asthma,'’ is 
caused by external factors such as dust, pollen, food, animal hair. 
The other, “intrinsic asthma," is due to disturbances of the en- 
doeiine system, the emotional system or faulty metabolism- 
internal causes. The two can be and often are found in combina- 
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tion. The first type if existing alone can be benefited by removal 
from contact witli the external substances which cause it. But the 
others cannot get away from their own bodies and their own 
minds. 

in the treatn\ent of this second group, the allergist and the 
psychiatrist are an insc]xirable team. Perhaps this ps)'cliosoinatic 
relationship is never so obvious as in the work that has been done 
in recent years on hay fever and asthma. Dr. Lc'on Saul slates the 
ease when he offers the thesis that “the emotional state l(*ads to 
physiological changes which either 1) imitate the allergic symp¬ 
toms or 2) render the tissues more sensitive to allergens | wliieh 
are the substances to which the victim is allergic | or 3) do both.'' 
Thus the choking brought on by a pollen may be intensified or re¬ 
lieved by the emotional state, and the choking originating in the 
state of the emotions may become worse because of Uk’ pollen. 

ThertJ are certain specific emotions which seem to be linked 
especially to asthma and hay fever. A conflict about longing for 
mother love and mother care is one of them. There may be a feel¬ 
ing of frustration as a result of too little love or a fear of bt'ing 
smothered by too much. A second emotional conflict characteristic 
of the allergic is that wliich results from suppressed libidinal desire, 
often closely connected with the longing for mother. The steady 
repetition of this emotional history of “smother love” in the asth¬ 
matic is as marked as the contrasting history of hostility and un¬ 
resolved emotional conflict in the suflerer from hypertension. 

Of course, nearly everyone has a certain and usually very keen 
longing for mother love. The longing and the pollen (or dust or 
food) must be considered in their relation to each other and to the 
individual. Just as almost everyone will have his membranes 
irritated by dust but does not get asthma, so the longing for a 
mother is almost universal but not necessarily toxic. 

There is a special pattern of mother-child relationship which 
seems quite constant in asthma cases, and also seems to be related 
to the nature of the disease. There is a reason why, given a pre¬ 
disposition to it, the disease should be the result of this particular 
emotional setup. 
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Asthma derives from a Greek word which means "panting.^ The 
victim has difficulty in breathing, wheezes, chokes, nearly suffo¬ 
cates. It appears that the bronchial mucous membrane becomes 
irritated and inflamed. The inflammation obstructs the passage 
of air through the bronchial tubes and causes phlegm, which 
makes for further obstruction. It appears also ttiat the controlling 
bronchial behavior muscles become subject to spasms, and these 
block the passage of air, too. In any case, the important fact for 
the victim is that he finds it hard to breathe, the difficulty rang¬ 
ing from a gentle wheeze which is hardly noticeable to rather 
acute paroxysms. But always asthma is a respiratory problem. 

Now the first experience of a newborn child is also a respiratory 
problem. The infant, as the first independent act after birth, has 
to start to breathe, and that begins with a cry. Crying can be de¬ 
layed only at the risk of the baby's life, which is the reason for the 
traditional slap which starts the cry, the breathing and the child’s 
independent life. It is probable that the child had a feeling of 
suffocation until that first cry started the air pumping in and out 
of his lungs. 

Crying soon fulfills another purpose for the infant. It will bring 
someone—usually the mother—to administer aid or comfort. Cry¬ 
ing has been fixed, therefore, as the solution to problems which are 
too difficult for the infant to deal with himself. Frequently in adult 
years the asthmatic will find that an attack subsides when he bursts 
into tears—real weeping, not the watering of the eyes which is a 
symptom of his disease—for he has managed to achieve a form of 
emotional release which most grownups take a good deal of trouble 
to suppress. It is noticeable, too, that asthmatic children cry less 
than the average of their years. Asthma may be a substitute for 
weeping. 

As the child grows older, his longing for a mother’s love is ac¬ 
companied by fear of losing it. This, too, is pretty nearly universal, 
but some cliildren will have a certain kind of emotional system 
combined with a certain kind of respiratory system which converts 
that emotion into asthma. This is how: 

For any one of a number of reasons, the child is not sure of his 
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place in the mother’s life. Sometimes he is jealous of brothers and 
sisters. Sometimes the mother feels (consciously or not) that tlie 
child interferes with her career or happiness. She may be neglect¬ 
ful or seek to compensate for the feeling by an overly protective 
attitude. Sometimes she will seek to break the child’s habit of help¬ 
lessness by making the infant prematurely independent. Some¬ 
times the birth of another baby before the first is old enough to 
stand alone will divert really needed maternal attention, 

§2 

Children in Search of Love 

Studies of actual asthmatics show a more intense than average 
dependence upon the mother. This is followed later in life by 
dependence upon someone whom they set up in the mother’s 
place—wife or husband, relative, friend, physician. Among those 
sufferers from asthma whose ailment is either derived from internal 
stresses or a combination of these with external allergies, such 
cases as the following are not exaggerated, 

Mr. A. had slept in the same bed with his mother until he was 
eleven years old, and he had remained dependent upon her emo¬ 
tionally all his life. Even when he got married, he repeated to¬ 
ward his wife exactly the attitude he had assumed toward his 
mother, down to sleeping in the same position as he had when a 
child and looking to her for maternal rather than connubial affec¬ 
tion. Mr. A. had ceased to share his mothe/s bed only because he 
had touched her breasts one night, and she decided he was getting 
to be too big a boy. She had sent him away to camp, his first separa¬ 
tion from her, and he promi^tly got his first attack of hay fever. At 
twenty-six he married against her wishes, and got liis first attack 
of asthma. 

Mr. B. had had asthma since he was four. His father was an 
actor and both parents were away from liome for long periods, but 
as a boy Mr. B. had been delicate, and his mother took him into 
her bed to be close to him in his various illnesses whenever she 
was available. Actually tliis continued off and on until he was 
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twenty-one, and he was constantly with her except when she ac¬ 
companied his father on tour or at intervals when he was sent 
away to seek relief from asthma. It was noticeable that he was 
much less troubled by the disease during these periods of separa¬ 
tion, regardless of the climate. 

Mrs. C. had felt herself the unloved child in a family of four 
wliich was dominated by the motlier. The girl developed asthma 
at six, when her sister was born and began to share the mother s 
affection with their older brother. From the time she was thirteen 
until she was fifteen, she was away from home and free from 
asthma. She relapsed at once on her return, remained asthmatic 
until she left lioinc again at twenty-nine, and had no asthma again 
until she repeated in another city the psychological pattern of her 
home life. 

Mr. D., born in Poland, had been babied by his mother because 
he was tlie sickliest of her children. He had developed a rash at 
the birth of his first brother, of whom he was very jealous. Fre- 
([uent asthma attacks began when he was eighteen, and was out 
in the world on his own, and hay fever followed when he came to 
the United States. 

Mr. E., a successful businessman, had developed asthma and 
hay fever early in life, along with a rash for which no allergy had 
h<‘(‘n found, and which finally disappeared. He, too, had beem im- 
mcaisely drawn to his mother, an aggressive but attractive woman. 
She had, he thought, alternately stimulated him to become an im¬ 
portant person in the world and "slapped down” any budding at¬ 
tempts to do it. 

Miss F., suffering from asthma since she was a little more than 
two, liad been very jealous of her brother, who was only fifteen 
months younger. Her attacks began when she was sent away from 
home because of her motlieFs illness, which she later believed 
to ha\^e been a pretext to get rid of the children for a time. Miss 
F.’s childhood was a long history of domestic discord and separa¬ 
tion, which was not eased by the divorce of her parents when she 
was seven. 

Miss G., the product of a difficult delivery, had weighed less 
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than four pounds and apparently suflFercd from asthma at the very 
outset. Despite her small size and delicacy, she had little mother 
care as an infant because of Mrs. G.’s long illness. As a little girl 
she was rather ostentatiously placed on her own by her mother. 

These seven are typical of the asthmatics whose ailment has a 
large emotional basis or factor. Perhaps their strong dependence 
upon the mother will seem somewhat exaggerated. That exaggera¬ 
tion, however, comes largely from (he admission of feelings and ex¬ 
periences which are usually not discussed and may be so severely 
rtipressed tliat it takes a long time to get at them even when tlie 
discussion is in the privacy of tlie physician’s office. 

^3 

Children of Fear 

Mother is not the only problem of asthmatics, of course. In fact, 
one of their most common difficulties is a sexual i^roblem, often 
very closely related to the maternal. In general the allergic have 
had a strong sexual curiosity and temptation—not necessarily a 
strong sexual desire—and they tend to be afraid of it. Their usual 
fear is tliat any expression of their curiosity or any attempt to 
gratify the temptation will cause them to lose the maternal care 
or affection. As a rule, the mother has contributed to this by com¬ 
pletely avoiding talk of sex with the child or else making it appear 
shameful or evil or at best somewhat dirty. In our seven represen¬ 
tative asthmatics, the records along these lines were rather con¬ 
vincing. 

Mr. A.’s mother had been very strict about keeping talk of sex 
out of the home, and she had managed to instil into her son so 
strong a belief in the shamefulness of it all that it survived his mar¬ 
riage, which was made extremely unsatisfactory in large part by 
his sexual attitude and deficiencies. Perhaps the plainest indication 
of his combination of mother love, sexual temptation and resulting 
fear was that when he was twenty years old he got almost to the 
point of intercourse with a girl, but he was so entangled in his 
own emotions that at the last moment he jumped out of bed and 
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ran home to confess his “sin” to his mother. He was naturally 
bothered by feeling himself to be less than normally potent, and 
his sexual life with his wife was mutually unsatisfactory. Sexual 
emotions tore Mr. A. so strongly and so noticeably that he could 
even get attacks of asthma at apparently irrelevant moments, which 
when traced back turned out to be brought on by watching his em¬ 
ployer’s wife cross her legs, or .some equally mild stimulant to his 
ciuiosity or temptation. 

Mr. B.’s mother also had a tendency to repress firmly any curi- 
o.sity he might display about sex. Her son developed a strong con¬ 
flict between his dependence upon women and his sexual desires, 
with astlirua resulting. 

Mrs. C. never received any sexual information from her mother, 
not even about iiienstruation, but as an adolescejit she was simply 
forbidden the company of boys. Naturally she evaded this order, 
and while still in her teens became pregnant as the result of a 
clandestine affair. Her mother forced her to marry the man— 
appart;ntly a gay, charming but w'eak youth, who came to live 
with her family after their marriage and fell easily and happily 
under the domination of his mother-in-law. It was after his death 
that Mrs. C. left home and became free from asthma. 

Mr. D. remembered his terror as a child that he would be pun- 
i.shed for any sexual escapades. His father was the chief object 
of his f(‘ar, although he was afraid of his teachers and priests also. 
His curiosity and the course of his education in sex might have 
been that of any other lad, a.sthmatic or otherwise, but had left a 
more than usual impression, and all his life he had been drawn 
toward women wdio would mother him. 

Mr. E.’s difficulties in his own mind were more neurotic than 
asthmatic. He entered the group of cases here discussed not be¬ 
cause he wanted treatment for his asthma, to which he had ap¬ 
parently resigned himself, but because he had developed a strong 
distaste for any physical contact with women and had secret homo¬ 
sexual obse.ssions. 

Miss F.’s stories of her childhood were completely revealing 
whether they were true or not. She managed to remember—and 

[ 1S2 ] 



Allergy con Amove 

it was as real to her as if it had happened—a rather horrifying 
history of beginning masturbation at four, inordinate sexual curi¬ 
osity and sexual play with her brother and a sixteen-year-old house¬ 
maid a few years later, actual attempts at intercourse with her 
younger brother when she was ten and submission to being ‘raped/" 
as she put it, by a young man that same summer. These memories 
revealed the youthful curiosity and temptation, along with the un¬ 
happy emotional reaction to them. It was also significant that Miss 
F."s mother had not helped much by confining her discussion of 
sex to complaints about her own disgust witli the sexual act and 
her nobility (T spirit in yielding herself to her husband, who was 
pictured as a cruel and inconsiderate not to say coarse fellow^ be¬ 
cause he desired his wife. 

Miss G. had been informed about sex by her parents quite as 
inadequately as Miss F, vShe, however, developed in adolescence 
a rigid code under which sex was as sternly outlawed as her par¬ 
ents could have wished. The repression turned out to be as emo¬ 
tionally disturbing to her as Miss F."s more violent or more 
imaginary experiences. 

Just why these seven people should develop asthma rafh(‘r than 
some other ailment is probably dependent upon more than purely 
emotional factors. For instance, all of them except Miss F. were 
known to have had asthmatics among their immediate relatives, 
and the hereditary or pseudo-hereditary element in setting up a 
susceptibility to allergies is one of the best-known circumstances 
of this branch of medicine. 

It is also obvious that the disease tends to intensify the very 
emotions which in turn are likely to aggravate the disease. The 
asthmatic child has a very understandable and practical fear of 
being alone with his attacks. The helpless, choking sensation leads 
him to depend more than his healthier brothers upon the ministra¬ 
tions of a mother or a substitute for a mother. Thus a vicious circle 
is drawn within the individiiars life, with the need for a mother s 
care and the longing for it strengthening each other until both are 
harmful and require medical treatment. 

Asthma may also serve as a means of getting attention which 
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would otlioi vvisc be diverted to otliers, and will finally become an 
niiconscioiis reaction if the individual is de])rived of what he 
til inks is liis due. Of course, this is not confined to asthmatics; 
many sick people get this sour-grapes satisfaction, but in the 
asthmatics it is strong: “If 1 can't get what I want in one way, Ill 
try anothca,’' tliey say, and astlima is ofh'ii the other way. Mr. 13., 
h)r instance, found that his attacks gave him the ]noteclion of 
motlier. Mrs. C. had mighty little care from her motlier, who 
hated illness, but was nursed tenderly through her attacks by her 
father. Mr. D., who remembered that as a boy he had been taken 
into his mother’s bed only when he was sick, remarked; “I guess 
I learned that I could get with mother by being ill.” 

Another f actor in emotional developnient which may tend toward 
asthma rather than something else is the frequent repression of 
the impulse to cry, despite a rather sensitive nature. Frequently 
asthmatics turn out to have been children wlio had acquired the 
habit of suppressing their tears because of fear. Crying is closely 
connc'ctcd with the respiratory system. As the natural outlet for 
the emotion is blocked, it turns into the nearest or most closely re¬ 
lated channel, the breathing apparatus. The resulting asthma may 
be long delayed, but the theory of a connection is strongly sup¬ 
ported by the relief which many asthmatics experience if they 
can burst into tears instead of into wheezes, 

H 

Thclj Breathe Again 

Every siifferer from asthma soon finds from bitter experience 
that certain emotional storms will bring on or intensify an attack. 
By the same token, a calming of the storm or an avoidance of it 
will relieve or prevent asthma. This principle, applied by a variety 
of psycliiatrists and psychoanalysts, has resulted in freeing a great 
many slaves of the wheezing, choking, sniffling and itching of 
various allergies. 

One of the most illuminating studies in tin's field was made be¬ 
tween 1937 and 1941 at the Chicago Institute for Psychoanalysis 
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where twenty-seven patients were studied from periods ranging 
from two weeks to forty-three months. Among them were the 
Severn who have been described in the preceding pages. 

Of course all (if tliese patica^ts were aware of some emotional 
conflicts in tlnanselves—or tlicir paremts weie, for eleven were 
children. They would not have been at tlie Insliluic otherwise. 
Therefore, they are significant as showing what can be done 
through a psychosomatic approach where the ])atient under¬ 
stands tliat an emotional problem is involved. Altliough fifteen did 
not complete the full course of analysis mapped out for them, the 
results in the twenty-seven cases were: 


Symptom-free . 11 

Much improved. 8 

Improved. 1 

Unchanged. 7 


The coarse of treatment by which these results were achieved 
was prolonged analysis of the victim s emotional life and prob¬ 
lems, plus, the attentions of a competent allergist. Avoidance of 
some of the substances to which the individual was most allergic 
was plainly helpful, but since most of them could not be com¬ 
pletely eliminated, the acquisition of emotional stability seemed 
to be the chief ingredient in the improvement of those who were 
helped. It was significant that the seven who remained unchanged 
had severe and far-advanced neuroses. The less firmly crystalized 
the behavior pattern, the easier was the cine. 

The earliest relief experienced by many of them from their 
treatment came when they were able to confess rather freely epi¬ 
sodes, thoughts or desires w'hich they had never dared mention be¬ 
fore or which they thought they had forgotten. Confession, whose 
soothing effect has long been known in the religious world, seemed 
to have much tlie same effect upon an asthmatic as a lit of weeping. 
Then, for those who came to regard the analyst as a substitute for 
the mother they longed to have care for them, there would be a 
period when they interrupted the treatment in a burst of inde¬ 
pendence, just as earlier in life they tried to get free from parental 
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domination. Usually, the patients of this kind were spared asth¬ 
matic symptoms as long as they were able to maintain their self- 
sufficient attitude. But if that weakened, either through internal 
strains or the pressure of some new development in their lives, 
they came back to the analyst suffering from asthma, or perhaps 
some other allergy, all over again. 

The ones who were most helped were those who finally were 
able to understand how their longing for a mother or her equiva¬ 
lent-wife, friend, analyst—was in opposition to their sexual im¬ 
pulses and set up emotional disturbances, why they simultaneously 
strove for and fearc'd genuine independence. The record of our 
sevc’ii saini^le cases is exj)laiiatory. 

Mr. A. began to improve when he was shown how his depend¬ 
ence first upon his mother and then upon his wife led him to doubt 
his own manhood, and how this in turn led him on to desires for 
sexual promiscuity which he never satisfied. At the start of his 
treatment, the analyst provided him with a substitute mother and 
satisfied his yearning for attention by devoting an hour a day 
exclusively to the most trivial details of his past. When the flatter¬ 
ing routine was interrupted by the analyst's vacation, Mr. A. was 
so upset by the withdrawal of tliis daily attention that he had a 
bad attack of asthma. Gradually, as he came to a complete aware¬ 
ness of the reasons for his dependence, his attacks grew weaker 
and finally disappeared. One of the incidents which brought this 
home to him was an unusual but severe asthmatic attack in 
January—up to this time his disease had been seasonal, never hav¬ 
ing appeared in the winter. He began to suffer just after a near 
seduction which he did not mention to his wife, and he remained 
sick until he realized that his fear of his wife's reaction if she 
learned the real facts of the incident was the basis of his trouble. 
After that he had no more asthma, even in the spring and fall. His 
relations with his wife became much better; they were finally able 
to achieve a reasonably normal marital life, and for four years 
he has been rid of asthma and suffered only mildly from hay fever. 

Mr. B. was a more advanced neurotic case, diagnosed in the 
Institute as a paranoid personality, strongly inhibited. Although 
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he had always felt uneasy in the presence of girls, he had heard 
that marriage would cure asthma—a superstition which suggests 
some understanding of the facts long antedating scientific explana¬ 
tions. So at twenty-three he advertised for a wife, and picked 
liis mate from the replies sent in, displaying little judgment in his 
choice, a rather coarse woman who scorned him sexually, emo¬ 
tionally and intellectually. He was thirty-nine when his treatments 
began, and still financially dependent upon her. In view of their 
marital relations, it was hardly .surprising that Mr. B. had incessant 
desires for othei women, but he never felt sure enough of himself 
to do more than think about them. It took months before his sus¬ 
picions and fears w^t're sufficiently allayed to enable him to ease 
liimself by talking to the analyst about his manifold doubts and 
terrors. Despite his really advanced neurotic state, the recognition 
of his symj)toms finally enabled him to deal with them fairly 
effectively. He managed to stand ori his own feet economically. 
He also divorced his wife and married a woman with whom he 
could live more happily. His attacks of asthma, formerly perennial, 
were now confined to the hay-fever season. His bodily well being 
was improved in direct proportion to his emotional betterment. 

In the case of Mrs. C., the clue to a solution was given by the 
two periods in her life during which she had been free of asthma, 
when she left home. The disease s return a third time occurred 
when her situation paralleled that in her parental domicile. Her 
attacks then bc'gan when her superior in the New York store where 
she was employed (a man) began to give preference to another 
woman. The feeling of being neglected by someone on whom she 
relied for protection was the same as that which had characterized 
her home environment. Up to this time, she had supposed that the 
air conditioning in the store kept her well. But now, despite the 
air conditioning, she suffered. 

She moved to Ohio, getting a better job, and brought her daugh¬ 
ter, Edna, who had been left in the South with Mrs. C.’s parents, 
to live with her. Edna nursed her through a number of asthma 
attacks and several nasal operations, until Mrs. C. easily drifted 
into a feeling of emotional dependence upon her daughter. Edna 
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was jealous of any man who came near Mrs. C., and the older 
woman was not in the habit of celibacy. Between desire and fear 
of losing her child s love, her asthma grew worse. 

Finally, she moved to Chicago for tieaiment, leaving Edna be¬ 
hind. After a time, she improved greatly, then relapsed when her 
life became rather emotionally complicated once more. This time 
she managed to fall in love with a doctor wlio had a jealous wife 
and at the same time took as her lover a married man who was 
also asthmatic. The doctor soon dropped out of the jneture, but 
the affair with the other man dragged on. He could not leave his 
family, and Mrs. C. suffered from a feeling that she was bringing 
nothing but sorrow both to herself and to the man s inoffensive 
wife and children. Finally she insisted in true movie fashion that 
he choose between her and his lawful spouse. In the same fashion, 
he chose his wife, and to her surprise Mrs. C. became relatively 
free of asthma. 

At about this time, Edna came home from school and resumed 
her motherly role. Mrs. C. had only the mildest attacks. But when 
last heard of, despite a long analysis in which she had come to 
understand something of her emotional make-up, she was shaping 
up for a relapse. She was again dissatisfied with the absence of a 
man’s love, but was again afraid of losing Edna if she brought 
anyone else into their life. 

The allergists had given Mr. D. up as hopeless. The analysts 
doubted that they could help him either. There was no chance of 
getting him away from his environment which contributed ma¬ 
terially to his suffering. The only job he had, or could get, was 
with the railroad where he had to work constantly in and around 
cattle cars—and he was allergic to cattle hair. Flis wife, a fat and 
sloppy woman, disgusted him, and he was constantly angry with 
her because of her appearance and his opinion that she was not a 
good mother to their children. He derived considerable material 
benefit from his disease, first as the source of a pension which he 
received as a partially disabled veteran of World War I, and 
secondly because his fellow workers out of pity did a good deal 
of his work for him—and Mr. D. was constitutionally lazy. Finally, 
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lie had suffered so long and so acutely from asthma that there was 
some organic damage apparent in the lungs. 

Despite all tliese handicaps, and without improving his physical 
environment, he won some relief through understanding his own 
condition and emotions. It took a long time—303 hours of psycho¬ 
analysis—but Mr. D. no longer gets acute asthmatic attacks while 
at work in spite of cattle hair. He suffers them at home only when 
he gets angry with his wife. 

‘1 hate and am dissatisfied with what I have,” he said after this 
result had been achieved, “but it’s better than nothing.” 

Mr. E.’s problem was his impotence and his homosexual fan¬ 
tasies. The course of his treatment was an analysis, long and rather 
arduous, in which he found that he suffered asthmatic attacks be¬ 
fore and just up to the point of confessing his sexual complexities. 
Then, when he brought himself to actually talking about them, he 
would experience relief. Finally he was able to establish his own 
sense of security in the world of men and women, especially 
women, and his impotence disappeared. He suffers from asthma 
now only intermittently and the attacks are relatively mild. 

Miss F. was diagnosed as a victim of prolonged adolescence as 
well as asthma. She recited in the course of her analysis a long his¬ 
tory of sexual and homosexual promiscuity. She was unable to 
make up her mind whether she would prefer to be babied and 
pampered or settle down to an adult life with children of her own. 
Attacks of asthma punctuated the struggle until at last she came 
to the conclusion that she was grown up. She married, got a job, 
reconciled herself to relatives with whom she had quarreled—and 
had no more asthma. 

Miss G., who had not had her first attack of asthma until she 
was twenty-one, began her treatment three years later. Her specific 
allergies were identified, and so were her chief emotional conflicts. 
She herself fedt that these latter were the more responsible for her 
condition. Two and a half years after her analysis was interrupted, 
she reported tliat she had tried small quantities of the foods to 
which she was allergic and had experienced no ill effects. Further- 
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more, she said, she never had an asthma attack any more if she 
was able to cry. 

These cases were part of the first real study of the effectiveness 
of psychoanalysis in treatinc; asthma. Since then a good many short 
cuts have been found, so that the time rc^quired for psychotherapy 
of allergy sufferers has been greatly reduced. However, asthmatics 
still require more than most because the pattern of their emotional 
conflict sets in so early and is so compulsive. 

§5 

Fondle But Dont Touch 

One of the delayed-action mines of childhood explodes, appro¬ 
priately enough, on the surface. The explosion takes the form of 
tlie common skin diseases, and llie fuse is usually shorter than that 
of most other such mines. Eczema and its medical relations gen¬ 
erally make their appearance while the victim is still young. 
Smother love has enveloped tliein so completely that, in a sense, 
their body is covered by it, and the skin is the part most imme¬ 
diately affected. 

‘'Mummy,’’ one small sufferer exclaimed, 'T m going to itch and 
scratch if you don't love me.” 

Tracing back the psychosomatic nature of skin allergies, it must 
be remembered that a baby feels through its skin whal the mother 
feels and does it even before any other faculties have developed. 
Furthermore the skin, of all parts of the body, is obviously the one 
of which everyone is most conscious all the time. It is the medium 
thi'ough which we feel all sorts of sensations, pleasant and painful, 
and through which we express some of the most common psycho¬ 
somatic relationships. Nearly everyone has responded to emotion 
by perspiration, and the soldiery of the recent war recognized a 
psychosomatic truth by coining the phrase “sweating it out” when 
they meant enduring a distasteful regime. Most people have felt 
themselves blushing, or at least Ikivc seen others blush, from 
purely emotional causes, usually a feeling of inferiority, guilt or 
shame. More than forty years ago a couple of experimenters 
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showed the intimate relationship between mind and skin by rais¬ 
ing blisters on their subjects by hyjmotic suggestion. They were 
real blisters, too, which took some time to heal and left scars. 

So when a cliild is relieved of pain from biaiises and scratches 
because “mamma will blow it away’" or “papa will kiss it and make 
it well,” there is sound psychosomatic basis for the “cure.” The 
homely wart is cured nowadays by relatively simple suggestion. 
In reverse, annoyance or frustration can bring out a painful or 
itching sensation. There was a woman who suffered from weals on 
her body every evening for ten years. It developed that her brother 
called on her daily, so that she was never able to be alone with her 
husband. When the coniiiection was explained to her, she never 
had them again. There was a girl who had hives whenever she had 
any intense longings which could not be realized at once. An al¬ 
lergist could find no reason for it; then it was discovered that if 
she wept from frustration she did not have hives. 

The outstanding feature of the typical sufferer from skin disease 
is a deep-seated emotional conflict between desire for affection 
and a fear of being hurt if they seek it. “Touch me and comfort 
me,” they seem to say in one breath, but “don’t touch me” in the 
next. Many of them are lonely people, even though they are sur¬ 
rounded by relatives and acquaintances. They seem unable to 
achieve strong and lasting friendships, drifting from one to another 
but never permitting themselves to drift into a real friendly inti¬ 
macy. 

Usually their parents have been kindly, with the mother more 
likely than the father to be the hub of the domestic universe. 
Allergy is present in a great many of the family histories, but the 
skin ailment seems to be caused as much by copying the symp¬ 
toms of elders as from actual heredity. 

Despite the general leniency of the home environment, the skin 
sufferers have been hurt in childhood at the same time that they 
developed their strong craving for affection. Later many of them 
react by an exaggerated self-consciousness, shyness, a striving for 
correctness in behavior and appearance, a shrinking from notice 
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and a desire to please and be accepted. They are sometimes de¬ 
scribed as painfully conventional. They go in for competilive sports 
rather than intellectual interests, apparently as much from a desire 
to win approval as to win a game. Their sexual adjustment is 
superficially good, but the women incline to resent anything more 
than petting while the men lend to be promiscuous, exx^laining 
that they never seem to find the right woman. 

Their illness is usually associated with a personal loss. Someone 
or something to which they have become attached is taken away 
from them. It may be a mother who died young, and the child 
mourns her not as one who is dead but as one who deliberately de¬ 
serted him. Once the behavior pattern has been established, an 
attack may be iiiduced by nothing more serious than the loss of 
a purse. Often they derive an exaggerated compensation from 
their illness, which makes it difficult for ihtan to fight the disease. 
Their exhibitionism is soothed by the obvious signs of their ail¬ 
ment. Their desire for care is partly satisfied by the application of 
ointment and the hope of sympathy. 

They incline to be afraid of responsibility, and even blame al¬ 
most anything or anyone but themselves for their illness. ‘T was 
left witli too much responsibility,” they will say, or ‘T felt afraid 
all the time” or‘T don’t want to be dependent on her but yet I can’t 
break away.” They choke back anger and are proud of it, like a 
bellboy who used to break out in a rash when he failed to get as 
big a tip as he expected, but prided himself on maintaining his 
politeness. (Of course this does not mean that rudeness is a sign 
that someone is avoiding skin trouble.) 

Margaret, for example, was a girl whose emotional stability 
seemed well established until the cause of a severe attack of 
eczema was looked into. She had suffered from mild attacks of it 
on her body from time to time since she was six years old, but 
when she was twenty-two it spread suddenly to her arms, neck 
and face, and remained for weeks. It began to clear up when she 
saw the connection between her skin eruptions and various emo¬ 
tional maladjustments of which she was not previously aware. 

[ 192 ] 



Allergy con Amore 

Margaret was an only child, on terms of d('X'p reciprocal affec¬ 
tion with her parents. Slie was espc'cially fond of lier father and 
for six years helped to nurse him while he was an invalid. At the 
same time, slie said, she had lots of friends, enjoyed going to 
f)arties, lik(‘d dancing and as a child had been rnucli interested in 
sports. She was eomjMilsively neat (a characteristic of women 
with these skin diseases) and said of herself: 

“People call me a fuss-pot. 1 like things to be in ord(‘r. If some¬ 
body throws a dress on the bed I pick it up immediately. I’m that 
w^ay at work, too.” She was a secretary. “Everything has to be 
orderly.” 

When Margaret w’as nineteen, an air-force soldier to whom she 
had become engaged was killed in China. Then she became en¬ 
gaged to another man nine years older than herself. Three months 
before her violent attack of eczema appeared, her father died. 
Margaret herself cormectt^d the death of fiance and father with 
the eruptions on her skin, for she had been holding back her feel¬ 
ings. 

‘T feel nervous inside,” she explained once, ‘Tut never show^ it.” 
And again: “I can’t say anything that will hurt people. I don’t see 
any percentage in that. I never remember getting mad. When I 
was a kid I took a cuffing from others but never fought back, I 
w^ant people to like me.” 

She was eager to get married, she said, but w^ould not until she 
could find an apartment near her mother. This, under current 
housing conditioT]s, seems a little perfectionist, but then patients 
of her type often are. “I won’t live with my mother, though,” 
she said, sensibly, “dwo families living together never works 
out.” 

A more dramatic example perhaps was Frances, who dated her 
eczema to an emotional explosion which was more ob\aous than 
most of the mines of childhood. Her parents had been separated 
when she was twelve, and four years later her mother, with wliom 
she lived, had an illegitimate child. Frances and her brother and 
sister were separated, the two younger going to an institution and 
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Frances back to her father. Between shame of her niother—she 
had ne\'er mentioned her illegitimate brother to her husband al¬ 
though they had been married five years—and dislike of living with 
her fath(*r, she had her first attack of eczema. She did not, how¬ 
ever, bear a grudge against her parents, and remained attached to 
her legitimate brother and sister. She was constantly trying to help 
them, although \hcy did not reciprocate. 

“People shouldn’t have children if they are not wanted,” was her 
nearest criticism of her parents. “You can’t love people if tliey 
don’t love you. My mother didn't want us and my father didn’t 
either.” 

Frances had been fond of basketball and swimming, liked danc¬ 
ing and parties, got along well with others, saying: “I never get 
mad at people.” She had been a waitress, salesgirl in a department 
store and a telephone operator until after her marriage and some 
months before her baby was born. One of her chief worries about 
her illness was that it made her ashamed to take.' her baby out for 
fear people would think she was a bad moth(‘r who let h('r cliild 
risk catching a contagious disease. She went down side streets so 
no one would see hc?r, but she never asked a doctor whether her 
skin trouble was contagious. 

In Frances as in Margaret, there is the same dominant desire 
for affection and fear of being hurt. Strongly suppressed, the emo¬ 
tion had sought its outlet through the most obvious channel, the 
skin. Their problem was to hold on to someone they loved, but 
they never felt quite secure. In times of definite insecurity, when 
the loved one was taken from them, the illness would break 
through their rather weak defenses. 

These cases have been relatively simple ones, but a great many 
people have several allergies at once. Skin diseases, asthma, hay 
fever and a certain type of digestive upset occur in frequent com¬ 
binations. A physician experienced in the psychosomatic aspect of 
these conditions can often predict with accuracy whether a patient 
suffering from one of them today will come back with another at 
the next visit. 
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§6 

Oh, My Poor HeadI 

PsYCHosoMATTCALLY TTiigraine is related to the allergies. The 
personality pattc'rn, the psychic factors are the same, although in 
these patients the smotlier love operates williout the assistance of 
ragweed. Migraint' can be one of tlu^ most ])ainful of ailments, and 
at one time* the psychic factor was recognized indirectly by the 
theory that it was chiefly a disease of hysterical women, and would 
V)e cured if they would only use their heads instead of filling their 
lieads with nonsense. Since it is not really confined either to women 
or to hysterical typ(^s, the theory has fallen by the \vayside. 

However, the importance of migraine to the general public as 
well as to the physician can b(' estimated by the fact that next to 
low back pains, headaches are the chit'f complaint of the visitors 
to doctors’ offices. The unsatisfactory nature, from the standpoint 
of permanent fiealth, of treatment which sim])ly relieves the pain 
but d(His not consider the real source is plain if it is remember(*d 
that headaches come from all sorts of causes. They are symptoms, 
however, and a ^preoccupation wu'th a single aspect of the illness 
may give some temporary relief at the expense of a more serious 
illness later. 

Migraine is only one type of headache, although a common one. 
It and others are attributed to various physical disturbances. Dr. 
Max Goldziehcr attributes them to pressure inside the cranium 
caused by an increased flow of water to the tiny blood vessels of 
this area because of an abnormal retention of salt in the tissues. He 
was very successful in treating these cases with medication which 
removed the excess salt, and decreased the irritability of the walls 
of the blood vessels, and by recommending a salt-free di(*t. 

He found, however, that some of the factors responsible for the 
condition of ihc blood vessels in the first place were “psychogenic 
influences, iktvous strain, emotional difficulties, ov(a*work.” 

Wlicn th(' migraine patients are separated from those who suffer 
from other kinds of headaches and examined as complete human 
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beings rather than as an ingeniously contrived assortment of chemi¬ 
cals, the pattern of their personalities accords with that of the 
sufferers fioiri tlie various allergies. Treated psychosornatically in 
the same wa)^ they respond as readily. The removal of their symp¬ 
toms, the headaches, can be follow'ed by the removal of tlie cause. 

Instead of the “fondle me but don’t touch” attitude, the victim 
of migraine has at once a strong desire to inspire' love and is so 
afraid of being hurt in the search for it that his lu'adaches get 
worse on holidays. He do('s not like to take this time off from his 
Jess emotionally upsetting occupations to be with Ihs family, and 
the headaches gi\'e him the secondary compensation of being able 
to avoid that contact. 

Now this is far from being the purpose of the patient himself. 
He would much prefer not to have the headaches, and the benefit 
he derives from them is a better-than-nothing, secoiulary compen¬ 
sation. Nevertheless, it b(*comes strong, frequently interfering udth 
treatment bec ause it is hard to rouse in these pati(.‘nts their desire 
to fight the disease. In common with thc^ victims of asthma, hay 
fever, and skin disease, the sufferer from migraine' is so swathed in 
the soft folds of smother love that it is difficult for an outsider to 
get at him or for Ihin to escape from the folds. One patient in this 
group summed up the whole sad, sweet story of the emotionally 
smothered when she said of her mother: 

"She has made me too dc^pendent on her. She does all the work 
in the house and minds the baby. She doesn’t even let me cook for 
my husband, and Td like to. She does everything for me, so how 
can I hurt her by .saying anything? I’m not going to do that to my 
child if I can help it.” 
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Failure in Chemistry 


§1 

Science has discoveTed no way to reverse the proce.ss by which 
milk turns sour. Until recently the same thing was true of the 
human personality. There were cases of individuals who did 
change back again, but no one was quite sure how or why. There 
were more individuals whose bodies just couldn’t liandle sugar. 
The more they w(‘re dei:)riv^ed of it, the more they craved it, and 
the worse their afllictions became if tht'y got it. 

They had diabetes, and were usually a considerable strain upon 
the patience and good nature of their families. The disease was 
said to liave spoiled their dispositions. In many cases, however, 
their dispositions had been spoiled before the disease was in evi¬ 
dence. They turni'd sour as a result of emotional churnings which 
were not at all obvious. 

Gradually the interplay of psychic and somatic forces lias be¬ 
come better understood. The physiologists have been building 
upon studies of bodily reactions among diabetics. The psycholo¬ 
gists liave learned a good deal about the corresponding emotional 
factors. A bridge is being pushed out from both sides of the chasm 
of our ignorance on the subject. Construction has x:)rogressed so 
far that one physician wrote after discovering that a diabetic’s 
passing of sugar rose alarmingly without any change in his hosj^ital 

[ 197 ] 



MIND AND body: Pstjchosomatic Medicine 

regime but solely because he heard that his corporation was about 
to retire him: 

‘It is interesting to be able to measure the power of emotion in 
terms so tangible as ounces of sugar ” 

Tt is more interesting to be able to restore sweets to the sour. 
Through the combination of advances made in our understanding 
of both the emotional and bodily aspects of the diseast^, that is just 
what psychosomatic techniques often can do. The failure of the 
body to handle sugar and the alibi which the mind makes for the 
emotional counterpart of the physical symptom are jointly the 
target of the psychosomatic approach. 

Diabetes is a failure in chemistry. Tlie pancreas stops producing 
insulin, the si^bstance which enables the body to assimilate its 
sugars and make use of them. Twenty-five years ago two Canadian 
physicians succeeded in producing insulin and opened the way to 
relief for millions. 

But diabetes remains a serious problem to the medical profes¬ 
sion and the millions of people all over the world who suffer from 
it. In th(‘ United States this problem in chemistry is seventh on the 
list of causes of death and fifth among the reasons for chronic 
invalidism. 

While there seems little doubt that emotional factors can con¬ 
tribute to the failure of the pancreas, no method has been discov¬ 
ered either in psycho or any other therapy to restore the normal 
functioning of the organ. But diabetes has such a strong psychic 
effect in most cases, and the patient's emotional state reacts so 
strongly upon his physical condition, that psychosomatic research 
and the application of psychosomatic techniques offer a good deal 
of hope for reducing invalidism. The chronic disability which is 
often attributed to diabet(?s can more properly he laid at the door 
of the emotional consequences of the disease, and therefore can 
be obviated by helping the patient achieve emotional stability. 

The psychic development of the diabetics follows a very clear 
pattern if we keep in mind that these generalizations are true only 
when we look at the pattern displayed by the composite records 
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of thousands of patients but will not apply at all to every indi¬ 
vidual case. This pattern works out something like this: 

11 crcdity—About one-third of diabetics have a history of the 
disease somewhere in their families, hut there is no difference in 
the progress of the ailment as betw(‘en them and others. As a 
group, diabetics have a rather high proportion of nervous disorders 
in their ancestry. 

Previous Diabetics have a better health record than 

most patients, with an average number of accidents which tends 
to increase* after diabetes sets in. 

Family Life—lu early childhood, most diabetics develop a strong 
emotional conflict between resentment of parents and docile sub¬ 
mission to them. There is a large proportion of ‘‘spoiled” children 
among them, and a strong jealousy of brothers and sisters. Among 
the men esi^ecially there is a history of domination by the mother 
with strong ties of affection and dependence. 

The whole pattern tends to repeat itself in the relations between 
the diabetic and hu.sband or wife, with the result that their mar¬ 
riages are not outstandingly successful, since the diabetic partner 
often wants to be babied more than is usually compatible with 
mutual happiness, 

A surprisingly large number of these patients talk about divorce 
and separation without ever coming to the point of action. Their 
frequent dislike of the sexual act keeps many of the men single and 
the married ones have a smaller than average* number of children. 
The women, frequently frigid, often complain of what they regard 
as the excessive sexual demands of their husbands. As might be 
expected, these diabetics make pretty poor parents, having a strong 
tendency either to scold their offspring unmercifully or worry 
about them excessively. 

Attitudes Outside the //ome—Superficially diabetics seem to get 
on well with their fellows, but they are bothered by feelings of 
insecurity in their relations with others so that they tend to alter¬ 
nate between a self-conscious initiative which sends them more 
than half way to meet people and an inaccessible aloofness which 
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prompts them to withdraw suddenly from friendships. Their strong 
compulsion to win sympathy often has just the opposite effect. 

In their work, they incline to a commendable industry but with¬ 
out much dis[)Iay of initiative. They shrink from responsibility and 
scatter their energies among a multitude of tasks, often ignoring 
the important for the trivial. This inability to follow a consistent 
course of action prevents them from developing their intelligence 
and abilities, which are frequently above the average, even to the 
level of the average. 

Personal Behavior—IDvdhetics include more than their share of 
people with markedly infantile personalities. Generally careless of 
their health, they seek to blame others for any trouble they get 
into. They tend to shy away from participation in competitive 
sjDorts, and to seek work where they think competition will not be 
too keen. They procrastinate and postpone decisions, but try to 
shift responsibility to others if there are any unfortunate conse¬ 
quences. 

There is among diabetics a high proportion of men and women 
with homosexual tendencies, expressed or not, and a generally un¬ 
satisfactory adjustment to sexual relationships. As a rule they take 
little save a perfunctory interest in religion except when some spe¬ 
cial maladjustment, especially an awareness of homosexuality, 
rouses a sudden fervor. This then usueilly takes the form of an 
extreme asceticism or fanaticism. 

Diabetics in childhood seem to have complained more than most, 
but took few x^ositive steps to remedy the condition of which they 
complained because they had no confidence in themselves. While 
they are willing to be kind and helpful if they do not have to 
assume any responsibility for others, they tend to give little and 
demand a great deal. 

Reaction to Illness—Diabetics have the strangest ideas about 
how they contracted their disease. By the very nature of it there is 
usually no sudden attack, only a gradual process of pancreatic 
deterioration; but the first discovery of it is frequently the result 
of some emotional crisis which exaggerates the symptoms suffi¬ 
ciently to bring them into the open. Yet I have known patients who 

[ 200 ] 



Failure in Chemistry 

attributed their diabetes to giving up liquor, to falling off a kiddy- 
car, to being struck over the heart, to a shell-shocked husband who 
attempted to strangle the patient long before her illness, to an 
unwanted pregnancy, to worry over a husband s or wife's failings, 
to a childhood fright from a dog. 

The general run of diabetics enjoy being taken care of; they find 
their illness either an alibi for inadequacy or a prop for weakness. 
They can be remarkably clever at evading a prescribed regime and 
then blaming the physician or the injustice of fate for a setback. 
They av(^ equally acute at persuading the unsuspecting practitioner 
to play mother to their childishness. 

§2 

Curdled Enioiions 

Sometimes caricature is more readily recognizable than a por¬ 
trait. Sometimes an object is more easily studied if it is magnified. 
Similarly, the general characteristics of diabetes and its emotional 
factors may be clearer in a patient whose case, on tlie psychic side 
at least, was an extreme exaggeration of tlie run-of-tlic-mill dia¬ 
betic. 

Such a patient was Roger R-, who was of special interest. 

lie came with a mental problem and became the first reported 
case of a patient who had received psychoanalytic treatment prior 
to the onset of diabetes. At the time I first ti eated him, the char- 
actcrislics of the diabetic had never been systematically studied 
or compiled and, of course, he was not then diabetic. But years 
later I was startled—and impressed—to discover that the notes I 
liad made on Roger’s personality fitted with amazing precision the 
''typical” diabetic. No suspicion that he had diabetic tendencies 
had ever entered my mind or the mind of any other physician 
whom he had consulted. Yet eight years after his original treat¬ 
ment, which had enabled him to recover sufficiently from his 
schizophrenia to make a good vocational and social adjustment 
but was interrupted by the necessity of accepting an out-of-town 
job, he returned with diabetes. Although the onset of diabetes is 
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slow and insidious and although diabetes, like hypertension, often 
remains undiscovered for several years, in this case the time of 
onset could be fairly well defined. A year previous to his return 
to me he had an operation for hernia, with careful physical and 
laboratory examinations indicating j)erfect health. 

Roger was what some readers may at tliis point in the book have 
mistakenly decided is an oddity in our civilization—the much- 
wanted child of very happily married parents. He and his brother— 
older by two years—were the central interest of the R-house¬ 

hold, and they Ih'ed in a home equipped with evcrytliing which 
kindness and money could provide. Roger and his brother, as he 
remembered it, were treated with scrupulous fairness, indulged in 
all their desires and encouraged to develop their own careers in 
their own ways. The elder brother thrived under this system, and 
became a university professor. 

Although remembering his father as the kindest of men who 
never punished his sons, Roger was as an adult resentful and sus¬ 
picious, bitterly jealous of his brother whom he successfully 

avoided after early childhood, and convinced that Mr. R- 

sent him to school only to deprive him of his mother’s care. 

Roger’s first memory was of waking to consciousness with his 
mother and a woman doctor bending over him after he had been 
kicked in the temple by a horse. He was then five years old and 
had already conceived a strong fear of horses. He was surprised 
to learn this from his mother nearly twenty-five years later, for he 
had developed a highly successful amnesia about the whole 
phobia. He also had no recollection of the occasional punishments 

which his father meted out in an effort to end what Mrs. R- 

called Roger’s “terrible tempers.” Mr. R-would lock the boy 

in a closet where he would kick and scream until he collapsed 
from exhaustion. His mother said this always took half a day at 
least, but Roger had completely forgotten the incidents. 

A shock which he did remember happened soon after. Waking 
from a frightening nightmare, he ran to his parents’ room for com¬ 
fort, only to hear what sounded like a struggle and his mother s 
voice saying; 
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“Henry you re wild. If you keep on you’ll go crazy like your 
fatherl" 

Terrified, Roger crept back to bed unheard, but the Tcference 
to his paternal grandfather scarred him emotionally. I’he old gen¬ 
tleman, later committed to an institution for mental patients, suf¬ 
fered from the delusion that he had committed the unpardonable 
sin and was responsible for the World War of 19.14-18. 

At five, Roger was sent to kindergarten with his brother, but the 
older boy was soon promoted to the first grade. The younger dis¬ 
played at this time both his violent jealousy and a strong compul¬ 
sion to excel. He grew to hate his teachers, the school and even 
to a degree his parents because, try as he might, he never caught 
up with his brother. He studied in a frenzy (also forgotten later) 
but he had an abnormally strong desire to make x^eople admire 
him, and plunged into athletics and the quest for i)Oxmlarity. 

At ten, he decided his life was ruined because he was obliged 
to wear glasses. He felt he must give up athletics for fear the 
glasses would be broken, and he decided that little girls wouldn’t 
like him because “my face was not j^erfect any more.” He retreated 
into loneliness, ke^^t away from x:)eople because he was afraid they 
would laugh at him, fell into a state of really anguishing anxiety 
over such trifles as losing a paper on which he had been writing 
or drawing. Later, when he discovered masturbation, the sense of 
sin which he managed to build up around the practice intensified 
his neurosis. 

He entered college, but rebelled against a life which failed to 
recognize what he thought was his great poetic genius. At the 
same time he felt himself an unfit companion for others, and de¬ 
cided to retreat into the country with his books and be his own 
teacher. He really did make a sort of solitary school life for him¬ 
self, studying all alone on a regular schedule, reading far into the 
night, taking the usual school holidays. His i)arents allowed him 
to continue this life for two and a half years, until he was twenty- 
two. 

Meanwhile, in the summer he was twenty, he had his first experi¬ 
ence of sex, and an unhax)py one. He was seduced, or at least so 
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he liked to think, by a married woman twice his age, but Roger 
proved impotent. He was thoroughly disgusted with the whole 
affair, so much so that he gave up masturbation almost entirely. 
He was inclined to blame his father for his impotence because 
when he was lillle Mr. R- had frequently washed and ex¬ 

amined his genital organs, explaining that there were things which 
little boys could do to themselves which would prevent them from 
becoming fathers. Roger got the idea that there was something 
wrong with his own organs, probably that they were small. 

His impotence accomjianied a strong homosexual tendency at 
this time, and his period of seclusion in the university of his own 
making complicated his neurotic difficulties to seriously patho¬ 
logical proportions. He wrote a Dadaistic epic which was to be a 
life mastcTpiece and then, in the belief that it was mere mental 
masturbation to excite himself over a poem, he threw it into the 
fire. But he went on writing verses, strangely defiant pieces with 
a good deal of strong imagery and fine feeling for words. 

The summer after he emerged from his seclusion he indulged in 
what even several years later he called the greatest love affair of 
his life with the wife of his best friend. He was still impotent; 
apparently the ‘‘greatness'* lay in tlie abnormality of undertaking 
the affair with the husband’s consent. 

At the end of that summer, his father and the friend urged him 
to return to college, and he allowed himself to be persuaded 
although convinced that he knew more than the professors. He 
tried a couple of other unsuccessful love affairs, proposing double 
suicide to the objects of his affection with no more success, 
although he once attempted to throw himself in front of an auto¬ 
mobile. On another occasion he kept his father waiting in a hotel 
all day while he spent the time with a girl. At first he thought he 
did it to show his love for the girl; then he decided he had avoided 
Mr. R-for fear he would kill him. 

Shortly after this, the girl rejected his proposals. She wrote him 
that she did not want to kill herself with him and that her husband 
found liis letter distasteful. Roger thereupon removed from his 
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clothes all marks of identification except her letter, walked up to 
a policeman on the street at midnight and demanded: 

“Who are you? Are you God?’' 

He said later that he thought he would like to spend a week-end 
in a mental hospital to gather literary material at first hand. He 
remained in the institution for nearly a year, which he remembered 
as the happiest in his life, but he was finally discharged as much 
improved. His father obtained for him a poorly paid job in a store, 
and he settled into the routine of doing his unexacting work, re¬ 
turning to a dark, unattractive room to read and write, imagining 
to himself that he was God and the Messiah and appointed to 
save the world by teaching it destruction. He was sane enough, 
however, to spc'nd the week ends at his parents’ comfortable home. 

Roger was tw^enty-ninc w^hen he came to me for treatment. The 
whole pattern of his emotional development became clear as he 
returned at frequent but irregular intervals for a good many 
months. The larger than lifesize i^icture of a diabetic (although 
I was far from recognizing it at the time) emerged from his talk 
and his memories. There was the sx)oiled jealous child, the conflict 
between resentment and submission in the home, the superficial 
popularity and retreat into solitude, the shrinking from responsi¬ 
bility, the desire to blame others, the homosexual tendency and 
sexual maladjustment, the infantile personality, the waste of 
energy and talent. 

In due course Roger began to understand himself. He survived 
even the depression, which threatened his job and swept away all 
of his father’s money. Roger took the lead in organizing the store 
employes for mutual protection. He began to concern himself with 
the business, talking to the boss about it and actually qualifying 
for, asking and getting a raise. He even managed, after a few 
more frustrating attempts, to prove his potency to himself by 
having successful intercourse with prostitutes. 

Before his treatment was complete, however, Roger was offered 
an excellent managerial job in another city and he took it, for the 
salary enabled him to help his parents. For three years he was 
perfectly well mentally, and no one would have believed him to 
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be a former schizophrenic. Then his fathcT died, and Roger’s 
sense of rc'sponsibility bc'gan to undergo a strain. He gave tip a 
girl he had planned to marry—bio lime for such things”—and wor¬ 
ried alxiiit what he ought to do. What he actually did was to 
develop a hernia, for which he was operated successfully. The 
examination made at the hospital at this time could hardly have 
missed physical diabetic symptoms if any had been present. Ilis 
urine was free from sugar but his personality at this time was not 
investigated for dialu'tic traits. 

Shortly after Roger left the hospital, his mother came to live 
with him. He gave ux^ his own social life to make her hapx^y, and 
emotionally went back into his childhood when she had taken 
care of him. At the same time, he worked harder than ever before 
and began to take his business resxionsibilities more seriously or 
at least with more anxiety. He gave up seeing girls altogether. 
Some of his old neurosis returned. He became, he said later, “ob¬ 
sessed with masturbation and cigarettes.” In this state of mind, 
nine months after his mother had come to live with him, he 
avoided the sehizox^hvcnic pitfalls but visited a prostitute and 
picked up a gonorrheal infection. This turned into gonorrheal 
arthritis, and whem he went to the hospital for treatment, it was 
discovered that he had diabetes too. 

§3 

The Last Pleasure 

Roger R -gives the diabetic pattern in something more than 

lifesize, and his treatment—the same sort of helx) in understanding 
his emotional difficulties which had brought him out of his mental 
ailment—was successful in preventing invalidism and recovering 
a normal way of life. Yet it is only in degree that he diflPers from 
more commonplace examples. At first sight the emotional history 
of Jenny, who came to the hospital with diabetes when she was 
twenty-four, does not axox:)ear strikingly unusual. This was her story: 

“IVe always been mother’s favorite [she was one of six]. If I 
swallow my feelings and listen to her, she’ll give me anything I 
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want. That’s the way I learned to get my own way. Father is no 
good, but he has to listen to her too.” 

Jeinvy le{t school at the end of the sixth grade to help support 
the family, working as a waitress in restaurants and for private 
families. 

‘T could never get along with people,” she said. ‘‘Both at home 
and outside they are nice in front of you and mean behind your 
back. If you buy anything, they are suspicious about where you 
get the money. . . 

“When I would get disgusted with the work I would go to my 
room and cry. I would never fight back. Then I would think about 
getting anothea* job; then I’d be afraid 1 couldn’t get one, and try 
to stick it out. After I changed my mind a good many times I 
usually did get another job. I didn’t realize how lucky I was, 
working.” 

This last remark was prompted by dissatisfaction with her mar¬ 
riage. She had liked to skate, but gave it up after her marriage. She 
was bitter against her husband, whose carelessness, she said, had 
resulted in her having a child. 

“I knew my husband for a year before 1 married him,” she 
explained, “but I never knew any other men. I didn’t like the idea 
of sex but I wanted to get out of the home and I thought he would 
take care of me. 1 never had any satisfaction in sex and was disillu¬ 
sioned when 1 had to have the baby. . . I think I’m tlie type that 
was meant never to marry. 1 keep thinking about leaving my hus¬ 
band but he sort of has me caught. I would be afraid of being 
left alone with the child. . . 

“There’s nothing I’d like better than to work now and let some¬ 
one take care of the child, but my husband won’t let me. I’d much 
rather put in a day’s work than take care of a child. She gets me 
aggravated all the time. She’s afraid of me. I get so nervous I don’t 
care what I do to her. 

“Mother brought me ux3 to go to church, but since I’ve been mar¬ 
ried I stay as far away from it as possible. The priest would scold 
me about not wanting to have more babies. , . 

“I’m afraid of responsibility... 1 resented having to have respon- 

[ 207 ] 



MIND AND BODY: Fstjcliosomotic Medicine 

sil)ility about supporting the family... I didn’t realize the responsi¬ 
bility of having lo have a e\\ikl. . . 1 like girls better than men. It’s 
easier to make them do what you want.” 

jemny’s angry reaction to diabetes was as typical as her mental 
attitude before it. 

"It seems like the last insult,” she cried. “My husband gave it 
to me by making me have the baby. Now I don’t care what happens 
to me. I don’t care whether 1 get well or die. I can’t follow my diet 
because 1 don’t want to give up the only pleasure that’s left in life, 
eating what you please.” 

In her thoroughly commonplace way, Jenny had all the emo¬ 
tional difficulties which had befallen Roger R-, and she, too, 

had diabetes. 


§4 

Return to Sweetness 

No AMOUNT of emotional stability is going to give the diabetic 
back his former degree of ability to produce insulin from his own 
pancreas. But emotional stability will cut down the physical reac¬ 
tions to the disease—the fatigue, the debility, the loose co-ordina¬ 
tion, the irritability. Furthermore, it often allows him to adjust 
to the necessary diet and even increase the diet while eliminating 
the necessity for in.sulin. 

I’he first great difficulty in helping diabetics to achieve this sta¬ 
bility is their reluctance to discuss their real emotions. They have 
a few other handicajps in making a satisfactory adjustment to their 
illness, among them their facility at inventing reasons for unhappi¬ 
ness which appeal to their ideas of their own importance but are 
not usually related to any facts. Then they have a tendency to deny 
the existence of any conflicts at all. They develop a good deal of 
ingenuity in placing blame on others, and their enjoyment of the 
attention which illness brings often stifles any desire to get well. 

Allowed to follow the easiest path of their inclinations, they 
will gradually subside into chronic invalidism. But the diabetic, 
like other people, has the qualities of his defects. The physician 
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using a psychosomatic api^roach can often find in the very charac¬ 
teristics of the disease itself a handle for successful treatment. 

One of these handles is the intelligence which the diabetic 
usually possesses even if it is sometimes hidden under a mask of 
idleness and stupidity. They are more than usually susceptible 
to an appeal to reason, espc^eially if the appeal is coupled with 
an attitude of syinx)athetic resj^ect for their point of view and tlieir 
sufferings. 

Another handle is the familiarity which these joatients acquire 
with tests for sugar. Through these, they can be shown how their 
emotional conflicts intensify the severity of tfieir i11n(\ss. They often 
feel that they are getting a new lease on life when their anxieties 
are relieved by an understanding of them. This not only more 
than compensates for some of the secondary pleasure they derive 
from illness, but enables them to deal with their home or social 
environment in realistic terms. It can prolong their lives while 
enabling them to avoid invalidism. It can make them happier 
people and give them enough support so that they can stand on 
their own feet—literally and in solving theh problems. 

That is what happened to Rose, the diabetic near-invalid whose 
reticence about her emotional life has been mentioned in Chapter 
V. When it was finally broken down, the course of lier disease, 
dating back to the earliest psychic factors possible to trace, had 
followed the pattern which psychosomatic studies have led us 
to expect. 

As the oldest of eight children born in Austria, she was obliged 
to leave school early to help keep the house although she dearly 
desired to become a teacher. She insisted that her mother “loved 
me least of alb’ of the children, but she was her father s favorite 
and deeply devoted to him. She both loved and envied her oldest 
brother, who was the only sickly member of the family, suffering 
from nervousness. Her love was inspired by his resemblance to 
their father, her jealousy by his attainment of the goal she had 
desired for herself, teaching. In all this lies the first emotional 
conflict characteristic of the diabetic—submission to and resent¬ 
ment of parental authority, and jealousy of others in the family. 
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Rose came to this country, hoping to study some more, and 
became engaged to a cousin here who had helped pay her fare. 
The engagement was broken, howev^er, ostensibly on the ground 
that she did not speak English. The cousin then proceeded to 
become engaged to Jtoses younger sister, and the jilted girl at¬ 
tempted suicide by shutting herself in the bathroom and turning 
on the gas. She was rescued, and instead of repeating her suicide 
attempt, she promptly married a fruit-stand clerk “to prove to 
myself and the world that I could get a husband if I wanted to.” 
She also hoped that he would take care of her, but he could not 
sux^port the family—they soon had a son and two dan gliters—with¬ 
out her help, and Rose became a seamstress. The husband had 
loivg periods of unemployment, and his wife said: 

*T often think if he were a real man he would try harder to get 
a job when he sees how numb my arm gets from sewing. My day 
is never done, and he, even when he has work, comes home and 
settles down just to have me make him comfortable. He forgets 
about everything else.” 

In this, too, the desire to be babied crops out, and Rose com¬ 
plained like so many diabetic women of her dislike of the sexual 
act. She felt, too, that she failed with her children. Her daughter 
had married a man of whom Rose disapx^roved on the ground 
that he was too much like her own husband. Her son, whom she 
urged to study hard and be brilliant so that she could realize in 
him her desire to be in an intellectual occupation, responded by 
flunking his examinations. 

Rose liked to talk to educated people, and would seek them out. 
Her industry was considerable, but she resemted the responsibility 
she had been obliged to assume. 

Her illness began to manifest itself after a series of emotional 
shocks. These were the death of her father in World War I, her 
broken engagement and her marriage to a man she did not respect. 
The birth of her son, upon whom she pinned high hopes, relieved 
her of her symptoms for a time, but when the boy and her daughter 
and her husband all seemed to be failing her at once, she acquired 
diabetes. She was saved from invalidism, for which she seemed 
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obviously headed when she came to the psychiatric clinic, because 
she acquired an understanding of how her situation in life aEccted 
her emotions. Although she was unable to change her situation, 
she was able to change her attitude toward it. 

Thanks to the combination of treatment for the bodily symp¬ 
tom and understanding of the emotional factors behind it, a great 
many sufferers like Rose and Jenny and Roger have been saved 
for usefulnc'ss and diverted from becoming a burd(‘n upon their 
families or society. If we have not been able to turn the cheese back 
into milk, we have at least been able to make it content to be 
cheese, to show it that there is a secure and comlortable place 
for it. 
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’^Half in Love With,,,Death 


§1 

Life must come to an end for everyone, but it need not come 
more than once. The sound mind in the sound body can greet 
that end calmly when it arrives without seeking to involve itself 
in a lot of needless advance planning. But the sort of people who 
become patients arc frequently preoccupied with thoughts of the 
tomb far beyond tVie normal reminders of man s mortality. They 
die a little bit every day. 

It has been said that cowards die a thousand deaths, the brave 
man only one. That is even more true of many sick people as com¬ 
pared with the healthy. These victims of disease, not necessarily 
through fear, prospect in the valley of death for a long time before 
they need to take up permanent residence, and they hasten that 
moment accordingly. After enough of this anticipation, which 
may seem to them either pleasurable or painful, they often are 
reluctant to return to health. Elizabeth Barrett Browning was 
harking back to that stage of her own illness when, describing 
her psychosomatic progress in some of the finest sonnets in the 
language, she wrote: 

‘T yield the grave for thy sake and exchange 
My near sweet view of heaven for eartli with thee."* 
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It is a state of mind not unknown to adolescents. They may be 
regarded by their elders as merely impressionable youths who 
will grow out of it, but there is a danger that if they are left to do 
so unaided, it will come back upon them with intensified force 
later in life. One hundred years softer Mrs. Brownings eloquent 
cry, a girl left this even more x^oignant and revealing bit of verse 
in her x^hysician's office: 

‘‘Oh, please God, don't stand there hand in hand. 

Don’t smile and stand and say good-bye 

Don’t smile and turn and walk off down the street . . 

Brooding over the prospect of death, longing for it or being 
frightened by it are all variants of an emotional disturbance which 
plays a part in many bodily disorders. Just how big a part it is 
difficult to say, but the existence of it in such diseases as tuber¬ 
culosis may well helx) to explain the apparent caprice with which 
the illness strikes—passing by the seemingly fragile to select the 
outwardly robust. There is reason to believe that a mind which 
has concerned itself with death helps to prepare the body for dis¬ 
ease, and the illness in turn will intensify the mind’s activity along 
these lines. Thus another vicious psychosomatic circle is set in 
motion. To break the circle convincingly, both the emotional and 
bodily symptoms must be removed. 

The emotional state which is partly responsible for this sort of 
development does not just happen in a vacuum. It is created by 
the individual reaction to environment, and human relationships 
are the most important environmental factor. These arc constantly 
changing as our society itself changes. The last few decades have 
seen the process accelerated beyond all previous historical 
precedents. Any man’s mind today needs to be more alert, more 
agile, more flexible than was the case with men of only a few 
generations ago, or even one generation ago. 

One of the greatest problems of modern man is how to learn to 
live with civilization. This means not only the technological prog¬ 
ress represented in atomic energy, super-sonic airplane speeds, 
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the wonders of electronics and so on, but changing customs and 
standards of human behavior as well. A man w'ho has grown up 
in an environment where all mention of drink, sex ec|uality, bodily 
functions and psychological reactions was taboo may find himself 
transplanted to a group where all these things sc'cm quite natural 
and even interesting. Unless he can adjust himself to the new 
standards, he will get himself into emotional as w^ell as social diffi¬ 
culties. It is n(H a (iuestion of approval or disapproval. A good 
many people do not approve of the atomic bomb or soap operas on 
the radio or other people's passion for getting from one place to 
another in a hurry. But they are willing to accept the conditions 
imposed by the existence of new mechanical gadgets. Similarly 
the man who disapproves must still, for his owm sake, learn to 
accept the sight of other people sipping a cocktail or kissing a girl. 

Those wdio learn rapidly to adjust themselves to civilization do 
not get sick as easily as those who fail. The failure is not always 
obvious. Some of the most brilliant men and women, who have 
contributed not a little to tlie progress of civilization, have secretly 
clung to the standards of their fathers. In an exciting, fast-moving 
urban world they cherish the ideals taught to them in a village 
thousands of miles away and a generation or more ago. When they 
get .sick, their maladjustment is, at the very least, enough of a 
factor so that often they cannot get well until it has been straight¬ 
ened out. 

In order to maintain a proper balance in the shifting sands of 
civilization, every human being who is a part of it needs to keep 
his head. Once the mind has abdicated its responsibility, the per¬ 
sonality becomes a headless horseman galloping crazily to destruc-* 
tion. It is one of the functions of a sound mind to help adjust the 
whole being to its environment. 

Loss of that faculty is not always apparent immediately. Time 
after time during the war, the persistence of old habits of behavior 
was shown in startling fashion. Perhaps the most striking examples 
were those pilots who had been wounded so severely in combat 
that they were completely unconscious at the controls, and yet 
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managed to bring their planes back to a perfect landing on the 
decks of carriers. Now such landings are delicate operations under 
the best of circumstances, demanding the ultimate in physical 
co-ordination. Some of these men wer(‘ so badly hurt that they 
died without recovering consciousness, but managed to carry out 
the full seciuence of split-second movements which brought the 
planes down safely. Often members of their crews did not even 
know that the pilots had been hit until after the landing. 

Some of these men recovered to tell the tale. Frefpiently they 
would remember nothing after th(' bullet or shell fragment struck 
them. They did not have the faintest idea how they found their 
way back to the carrier, how they received the signals to come in, 
how they manipulated the controls to bring the plane down. 

Such strict adherence to a previously set behavior pattern is 
entirely admirable in a wounded pilot. It becomes less praise¬ 
worthy in a person who is in no such desperate situation but has 
been driven gradually to it by inability to adjust to his environment. 
Actually, of course, it is not a matter of x)raise or blame. It is some¬ 
thing that hajDpciis, usually not so spectacularly as to the x^ilot. 
Nor is its existence generally suspected until it has resulted in or 
at least contributed to some bodily ailment. Even then it may not 
be recognized immediately unless the psychic factors in the illness 
are studied. 

These headless horsemen are the x:)atients who so often are jne- 
occupied with death. They react to talk of it, even when the talk 
is about others. In hospitals sometimes they take a sudden turn 
for the worse quite inexplicably until it develops that they over¬ 
heard physicians discussing aiKjther case, disagreeing about it and 
finally saying: “Well, well know in the p.m.,’" meaning the post¬ 
mortem. They are the patients who, while not suffering from what 
are usually considered psychosomatic diseases, are affected be¬ 
cause they either thought a lot about death before they got sick or 
became j^anicky about dying after they were sick. In either case, 
an important element in treatment is to hel^^ them keej) their 
heads. 
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§2 

Get It Off Your Chest 

Su^ WILLIAM osLER, probably the greatest medical teacher who 
ever lived, once warned his profession that the fate of the tuber¬ 
cular dc'pcnded more on what they had in their heads than on 
what was in their chests. Osier has been dead for nearly tliirty 
years, but the idea he preached is still a little unbelievable to many 
people who think that a germ or a peculiar condition of hody cells 
is the sum and substance of disease. 

Victorian novelists were more realistic than these skeptics. Their 
prim and prissy heroines succumbed in droves to an epidemic of 
ladylike behavior. Disappointed in love or deprived by the malig¬ 
nity of fate of some adored object, they went into gentle declines 
and perished with immense prox^riety. They never schemed to suffer 
symx)toms any more distressing to themselves or their attendants 
than a becoming pallor, a flutter of the heart or lovely dark 
shadows under the eyes. They died of simx)le excess of emotion 
and sensibility. 

A great many victims of tuberculosis today are doing the same. 
They only add a few unpleasant details, sweating and coughing 
blood, which no Victorian liked to mention. They are those baf¬ 
fling cases for whose ailments no thoroughly sound exx^lanation 
can be given in terms of their lungs alone. They are the principal 
reason why nearly 55,000 people still die of tuberculosis every 
year in this country, making it the sixth largest of disease killers. 

In 1900, when it was the most deadly of all, most of the victims 
came from the classic T.B. environment. They lived in over¬ 
crowded, dirty, airless rooms, were exposed to cold and wet, were 
chronically underfed. Today a far larger proportion of tuberculosis 
patients come from the well-nourished and fairly well-housed 
groups in the community. 

Of course T.B. germs are everywhere, and always were. But we 
have to revise our thinking as to just why one person never gives 
the germs a chance and another seems to provide a virtual broth 

[ 216 ] 



“Half in Love With . . . Deatlf 

culture in which they thriv^e. The emotional factor has proved to 
have a great deal to do with it—more in some cases than any 
known pliysiological weakness or susceptibility of the tissues. 

There is a personality which predisposes us to certain ailments, 
as well as a physical susceptibility. When the germs find lodging 
in a victim whose body and mind are both prepared to receive 
tliem, the virulence of the disease is often startling. The sufferer 
fails to respond in the slightest degree to treatment wliicli works 
speedy cures in other and apparently more serious cases. 

A good many physicians have learned this lesson the hard way, 
both for themselv(\s and for their patients. The i<lea was not new 
to them—for a long time the state of mind of the tubercular has 
been known to play a big part in the outcome of the disease. The 
new element is a growing understanding of how the state of mind 
affects the body, and how the state of mind came to be what it is. 

In the case of Susan C-, the interplay of mind and body was 

well exemplified. Her mother had contracted tuberculosis at the 
age of eighteen, many years before Susan was born, and had died 
of pneumonia when her daughter was twenty-three. The older 
woman had been aggressive and masculine, characteristics which 
her child inherited. Susan s father had been of less cons(‘quence 
in the home, but he added to the girl’s emotional problems by 
becoming a mental patient who at last was sent to a hospital. 

At about sixteen, Susan rebelled against the rigid standards her 
mother set, the rebellion being as much a reaction against the 
maternal coldness and aloofness as against the standards. Three 
years later the girl, unable to make up her mind to marry, had a 
child by a man who turned out to be an alcoholic. Nevertheless 
she had another child. Then she married the man, but the mar¬ 
riage did not last long. When she was twenty-eight she mam'ed 
an artist who was no match for her in temperament. A year later 
she developed tuberculosis, and was sent to a sanatorium, where, 
after seven months, during which she had grown worse, the staff 
called in a psychiatrist. 

This doctor soon found that the patient’s restlessness, unhappi¬ 
ness and dissatisfaction with her lot stemmed far back beyond the 
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time of active disease. She had a low opinion of men, and certainly 
her experience with her father, husbands and sons had not been 
such as to giv e her any other. One of the children, especially, had 
been a problem to her since infancy and she constantly lost her 
tern})er with him. This was not so much because lie gave her good 
reason as because she liad come to see herself in him and to be as 
dissatisfied W'ith the boy as she was with luasclf. All her life she 
had reacted to her hostility to men by trying to baby them and 
thus establish her own superiority as well as satisfy her aggressive 
tendencies. 

At the same time she had displayed a quality which Keats de¬ 
scribed as “half in love with easeful death.” The psychiatrist found 
in her strong suicidal drives. The llorschach test, that extremely 
useful guide to the personality which shows itself to tlie expert 
through the patient’s interpretation of ink blots, indicated a fear 
of death associated with the idea of suicide. Susan herself in 
describing a dream of drowning once said that it was the kind of 
death she had always desired. This last is the sort of remark which 
may have some significance. Death by drowning and death 
through collapse of the lungs, which is usually the fatal termina¬ 
tion of tuberculosis, arc not very different. 

While her seven months at the sanatorium had left her in worse 
physical condition than ever, a summer in the same environment 
but with the assistance of psychotherapy led to marked improve¬ 
ment both in her health and her mental attitude. Most of the time 
was spent in analyzing her feeling of weakness behind her drive to 
maintain a surface impression of great strength. By the next sum¬ 
mer, still at the sanatorium, the lesions in her lungs had healed 
and she was able to take a fair amount of exercise. Meanwhile she 
tiansferred a good deal of her emotional burden to her doctor, 
as many patients do in the course of treatment, and she was 
changing her attitude toward men largely on his account. 

During that summer, one of her old friends was being courted 
by the psychiatrist. After a time, Susan was quite unable to 
make further progress under his care. In fact, shortly after she 
heard of the physician’s marriage, she caught the flu and suffered 

[ 218 ] 



in Love With . . . Death*' 

what was at first believed to be a mild relapse of the tuberculosis. 

Some months later, physically about the same but emotionally 
increasingly disturbed, she consulted another psyehiatrist, this 
time a woman. She was living at home again, still unable to con¬ 
trol lier temper with her son and c|uarreling with her mother-in- 
law. Typical of the disputes was one over the older woman’s 
treatment of tlie dog, which ended up with Susan crying: 

‘Isn’t it enough that you s])oi] my children? Do you have to spoil 
my dog, too?’’ 

More significantly, Susan was again thinking about dying. Yet 
she was not really very sick, the physician who had treated her 
tuberculosis being of the opinion that she had gained some ground 
in recent months in spite of her activity. She had been gaining 
weight, but had not been gaining in emotional stability. Under 
emotional stress she would have accidents, or expose herself to in¬ 
fluenza or i)oisoij ivy. She still needed a physical s>anptom. 

Talking through this problem gave Susan some new insight into 
herself. Although in the past she had referred to her mother only 
in terms of hatred and anger, she now spoke of what a hard time 
the poor woman had had in life. Suddenly she interrupted herself 
to remark that this was the first time she had had any sympathy 
with her mother. After a few weeks, she was sleeping more soundly 
and managed to keep her temper when she was with her younger 
son. The psychiatrist advised her that it might be well to stop 
calling him a baby and treating him like one since he was by now 
twelve years old. Susan was soon able to report that the boy had 
stopped annoying her, and even been quite nice and asked why 
she visited the doctor so often. 

"I wanted to find out why I was so cross with you, because I 
didn’t want to be,” Susan said she replied. 

Finally, Susan was feeling more energetic and was no longer 
quarreling with her mother-in-law. She actually felt friendly to¬ 
ward the older woman and was able to talk to her freely and 
easily. She said she was beginning to see that there was no use 
patching up the synthetic defenses she had built against the world. 
Examination by X-ray showed a corresponding improvement in 
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her lungs. She felt that she should be herself and get along quite 
well. 

Perhaps it is too soon since these results were attained to speak 
with authority of Susan's improvement as permanent. Yet the 
develoj)ment of her case shows how real cures are accomplished. 
The treatment of body and mind was simultaneous; the improve¬ 
ment of each helped the other, but when there was a setback in 
one there was delay in the other. Psychic factors seem to have done 
as much as heredity and more than environment to predispose the 
girl to a susceptibility to tuberculosis. Until there was some atten¬ 
tion paid to her emotional problems, not even the most expert 
physical care could halt the deterioration of her lungs. What Susan 
had in her head was more important. 

53 

Case History of a Doctor 

The progress of knowledge about psychosomatic factors in such 
diseases as tuberculosis has been gained from the experience of a 
good many people, medical practitioners as well as patients. The 
develoiDment is well illustrated by the education of Dr. George 
Day, an English physician who acquired a considerable back¬ 
ground in general practice, as staff man of a tuberculosis sana¬ 
torium and finally in psychiatry. All of these contributed to the 
understanding which he achieved, not only of the nature of the 
disease and its progress but also of the emotional factors which 
enter into it. Consequently we have, for a change, the case history 
of a doctor instead of the case history of a patient. 

A dozen years ago. Dr. Day began to puzzle over the problem 
of why so many apparently hearty young men and women were 
arriving at his sanatorium. They were just at the age when their 
physical powers should have been at their peak for resisting the 
bacillus. They had not been exposed to the conditions which are 
supposed to facilitate the progress of the disease. 

Dr. Day rejected the thesis that it might be pure chance that 
one was struck down while others escaiied. He began to ask ques- 
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tions and he found that a surprising (to him) number of cases were 
patients who had been involved in unhappy love afiairs. He looked 
further, and saw some other emotional difficulties coining at a 
time of life when young people are meeting their first problems 
of independence. The emotional stresses involved are quite severe. 

Dr. Day noticed that girls who had been jilted and young men 
who were mixed up in unsatisfactory love affairs from which they 
did not know how to escape were not the only sufferers. There 
were youths who shrank from the x^i'ospect of becoming self- 
supporting. There were others—in Dr. Day’s experience, mostly 
women—who sought to escajie into a world of dreams where they 
were adored, jiampered and showered with all the luxury of a 
Hollywood movie. A good many of both types found more or less 
conscious consolation in their sickness for the harsh realities of life. 
The jilted girls could make themselves arid others bedieve that they 
had to give up the young men because of their illness. The 
imhapt^y youths could escape from their entanglements or 
the necessity for earning their living because of the sad state of 
their health. The women who yearned for attention and luxury 
found a rather poor substitute, but still a substitute, in the care 
which tuberculosis brought them both in the sanatorium and at 
home. 

It became apparent to Dr. Day that unless he could change 
either the pattern of the patient’s life or the pattern of the patiemt’s 
thinking, he could do little to arrest the disease. He tells two 
stories which illustrate a fairly common medical dilemma. 

The first concerned a girl called Peggy whose tuberculosis was 
discovered at an unusually e^uly stage, who lived under what are 
generally considered ideal conditions for speedy recovery, whose 
domestic and vocational happiness seemed complete. She had 
earned her hapx)iness after a good deal of severe strain and trials, 
too. 

Orphaned in poverty at fourteen, she had supported herself as 
a housemaid, cook, stewardess, shop girl, chorus girl and model 
until she finally achieved the status of glamor girl. In this last 
capacity she fell in love with and married a pleasant young wastrel 
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who drove a racing car well but contributed little to the family 
support. Peggy cheerfully sold her jewels and went to work in a 
hat shop to keep him until she discovered that he was lavishing 
the rent money on other women. She promptly left him, and found 
in his place a fairly prosperous farmer who loved her and delighted 
in doing things for her. She reciprocated his affection with caithu- 
siasrn, and embarked happily upon a hearty out-of-doors life. She 
was not able to get a divorce, but the fact that she and her Bill 
could not marry cast no cloud over their happiness, so far as Dr. 
Day could tell. 

Without any qualms, indeed with keen anticipation, she decided 
to have a child, and the tuberculosis was discovered only when, in 
the sixth week of her pregnancy, she visited her doctor for a 
check-up. It was the merest spot in one lung, quite unsuspected 
and unnoticed except after thorough examination, but to play safe 
the examining physician advised her to have a therapeutic abor¬ 
tion and postpone child-bearing until she recovered. The operation 
was performed; Peggy was whisked to Dr. Day s sanatorium, and 
the complete rest and careful treatment which were to work a 
speedy cure were begun. 

But Peggy grew worse instead of better. She did not lose her 
cheerfulness, but the tuberculosis spread to both lungs, then to the 
throat so that she could hardly talk or eat. Sitting at her bedside 
in the evenings, waiting for opiates to take effect, Dr. Day listened 
as she whispered the story of her life. And as he listened, he 
became aware of the fact that outward happiness is not enough. 
Peggy said she had never been so happy as on the farm; she had 
never been so fond of anyone as of Bill. But behind that happiness 
were the memories of her first marriage—and by no means bitter 
ones altogether. Dying, she remembered the delights which had 
accompanied the miseries—the sprees when her first husband 
picked a winner at the track, little celebrations, a kitten they had 
picked up on Christmas Eve. These things were far more real to 
her in the last hours of her life than the more recent idyll on the 
farm, which had become insubstantial as a dream. Finally she 
murmured quite calmly and analytically: 
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“It looks as if I have a need to suffer.” 

She died that night, leaving Dr. Day to ponder the impact of 
an emotional hangov(?r upon one small spot in a healthy lung. 

Some years later lic^ wondered even more when he saw an old 
patient who had succeeded in living Peggy’s life in reverse. This 
one, Gladys, was a classic tuberculosis case at nineteen. She had 
a family i:»edigree of the disease as long as the ancestry of a 
crowned head or a cham^^ion mare. She was coughing blood; both 
lungs were s(Ti()usly affected, and three months in the sanatorium 
served merely to arrest tlic progress of her disease. Dr. Day lost 
track of her until one day she came to see him. She was married 
and seven months pregnant. 

The danger of tuberculosis in these cases is usually not so much 
in the period of pregnancy as in the sudden rush which the disease 
seems to make upon the patient’s defenses after the delivery. 
Gladys was no exception. Dr. Day managed to pull her through, 
but she was still in bed three months later when he left the district. 
He had warned her of the terrible daiigers of another pregnancy 
and had supplied explicit contraceptive instructions, which Gladys 
received with giggles. 

Seven years later Dr. Day returned to his old practice to relieve 
a colleague, and was somewhat surprised to hear that Gladys was 
still alive. He was less surprised to receive a call to attend her, 
but his amazement returned in full measure when he entered a 
tumbledown cottage to find Gladys, serene and hearty, ladling out 
dinner to nine children, all younger than eight years old and all 
hers. The ailment for which she had summoned help was slight, 
but Dr. Day took the opportunity to get a good set of pictures of 
her lungs. The huge cavities of seven years before had disap¬ 
peared, leaving only a trace of firm scar tissue behind. The purely 
physiological facts did not exi)lain the cure. Childbearing is not 
supx 30 sed to be so good for the tubercular, although recent knowl¬ 
edge has taught us how to avoid some of the dangers. Gladys's hus¬ 
band was a farm laborer and they would have been poor if they 
had had no children at all. As it was, the mother's diet was obvi¬ 
ously inadequate; the cottage was the kind of habitation which is 
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supposed to spread the germs and is considered good housing only 
lor them. Of course Gladys was happy, delighting in her good- 
natured husband and noisy brood, but then Peggy had been happy 
too. 

“Can it have been sheer contentment?’’ Dr. Day asked himself. 
“Or can it have been contentment plus the gratification of her deep 
creative impulse?” 

Some of the answers to these questions are being unearthed as 
we learn more abovit the psycliosomatic techniques. One of the 
features of sanatorium life which helps mend the diseased lung 
tissue of the tubercular is the escape which rigid routine provides, 
escape from conflicts in normal life, escape from responsibilities, 
escape from the exacting strains of a deeply felt affection. Emo¬ 
tional ease as well as bodily ease is achieved, and of course ease is 
the antithesis of disease. 

For those who need the two-way escape, a healed lung is not 
the permanent answer. These patients need to heal the mind as 
well, or the bacilli will find a new home provided for them in the 
tissues made susceptible once more by the hospitality of emo¬ 
tional disturbance. 


§4 

The Headless Horseman 

In cancer something of the same phenomena can be observed. 
Our ignorance of this disease in the psychic field keeps pace with 
our lack of knowledge of its organic causes, but it is apparent that 
in cancer, as in tuberculosis, we confront a situation in which the 
wrong kind of cells run wild in the body. The patient has lost the 
ability to have his mind maintain control of his body, and once that 
occurs the case is usually hopeless. In both cancer and tuberculosis, 
the x^rocess is extremely rapid. In that fact lies much of the deadly 
force of these diseases. The value of psychosomatic techniques, 
therefore, lies in applying them in the early stages. At this period 
there is sometimes a good chance of helping the mind to keep or 
regain control of the body. Under that control, the treatment of 
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the actual symptoms can }3roceed with far greater assurance of 
success. 

Other bodily suffering has its reflection in the mind. We find it 
in rheumatic or arthritic pains, in migraine headache, in eye and 
ear troubles. Kxploring tlie emotional and physiological symptoms 
gives something of the sensation of scaling a mountain from two 
sides. Tlie path to the top winds through quite diflercnt scenery; 
the vi('w from the peak is the same. 

Arthritis, for example, may be the reaction to a simple emotional 
problem. It may mask a deeply buried emotional disturbance. It 
may have created such tissue damage that it is called organic. In 
all three cases the joints may be equally swollen, the pain equally 
intense. 

The first two types of arthritis patients usually are found to have 
experienced long-standing maladjustments of some kind—social, 
sexual or vocational. Cause and effect may seem as simple as the 
case of a housewife who was unhappy in her home and developed 
a pain in the shoulder which relieved her of the necessity of doing 
hated housework, although she would have told you in all sincerity 
that she was the loser in the deal. 

A slightly less obvious personality was that of the man who was 
torn between his desire to write a book and his fear of failure, and 
found arthritis localized in his fingers so that he could neither 
typewrite nor hold a pen. The incipient genius to whom this hap¬ 
pened had been exposed to the advice and friendly ridicule of a 
host of successful literary relatives and friends. He was strongly 
impelled to show them that he too could create a fine bit of prose. 
At the same time, he was horribly afraid that his pet idea would 
not come off when he actually got it down on paj^er. 

In this state of acute anxiety, he was easy prey to the arthritis. 
The manuscript was pigeonholed perforce. As long as he keeps 
away from his unfinished masterpiece and tends to his own busi¬ 
ness, in which he is quite as successful as his literary family and 
acquaintances are in theirs, his fingers remain free from pain 
although they have been permanently misshapen. But on the sev- 
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cral occasions when he has returned to his dream book, the pain 
returned too. 

An ostensibly more complicated case was presented by a younger 
man who was being treated for terrifying attacks of anxiety gar- 
nislied with acute fears that his knees would buckle und(‘r him at 
any moment. In tlie course of his treatment he developed a severe 
X>aiu in the shoulder joint. It had all the appearance of arthrilis. 

The x)hysiciain also a man, discovered that the paticait liad de¬ 
veloped unconscious sexual feelings for him. It is not an easy or a 
rai)id x^rocess to convey a finding of this sort to a patient so that 
he will acc(’pt it and in this case, the x)atient gre('ted the informa¬ 
tion with a rathc'r common reaction. He declared that the real 
cause of the arthritis was that he had been obliged to sit in the 
draft of an electric fan while in the physician’s offic'c. This had 
haj')pened six months earlier. He also said resentfully that he had 
overheard the x'>hysiciau discussing him with ai\other doctor, the 
implied rex:)roof being that tins had souK^tlhng to do witli his ]:)ains. 
As for the homosexual feelings, he repudiated tlu' suggestion with 
indignation. All this is fairly characteristic of such a x^atient’s atti¬ 
tude, which he expresses to himself in .some such words as: 

“It is not 1 who loves the xdiy.sician, but he who wishes to 
harm me.'' 

This x^articular patient thereupon resorted to novocaine and 
dec'X') X-ray therapy in an effort to relieve the x')ain, l)ut he was so 
imsucce.ssful that he could hardly move his arm, and at times the 
agony interfered with his breathing. Meanwhile he continued with 
his x^Nvehotherapy, too, and finally was convinced that his physi¬ 
cian had been correct in the diagnosis. The pain disax:)xieared within 
tw(*nty-four hours. 

In other cases, arthritis may be one of the manifestations of gout. 
The sort of dietary self-indulgence which is one of the contributing 
causes of this disease is less prevalent than it used to be, and gout 
is disa]ipearing along with its particular brand of high living. But 
when we do find it as an interesting survival, the personality factor 
is of great imi:)ortance in treatment. Usually it is not enough to 
give these patients sage counsel about refraining from rich living 
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aiul outbursts of temper. Tliey usually have lost control of their 
habits on both counts and are ivresistil)ly impelled to eat, drink 
and get angry. Before they can follow good advice, their emotional 
balance has to be restored. 

The restoration of that balance, in fact, will help in averting or 
in healing a great inultitnde of ills from migraine lieadache to 
incipient deafness and blindness. The disturbances of mind and 
body may be very different in details, but the principle is essen¬ 
tially the same. 

Sometimes the principle is illustrated in eases where one ailment 
is iemov(‘d almost as an incidental process in the treatment of 
another. The same emotional unbalance has been responsible for 
both. 

Mrs. Z. was anxious to have a child, but she had been pretty 
thoroughly frightened out of the idea. She came to see me origi¬ 
nally to find o\it if those fears were justified. They were not, but 
then they were not the usual fears which are so often im¬ 
planted in girls by their mothers, who inform them that the whole 
business of st^x is not quite nice and the less they know about it 
the better. Mrs. Z.’s terror was the result of more nerve-racking 
experiences. 

As a girl she had conceived a cordial hatred of her mother be¬ 
cause the elder woman obviously preferred a younger sister. 
Mrs. Z. also had become cpiite a tomboy despite an extremely 
feminine appearance. She sought to emulate the boys largely in an 
eflFort to compete with four older brothers for her father's affec¬ 
tions. This gentleman, a Wall Street broker, had precise but not 
exactly modern ideas on the place of girls in the scheme of things. 
College was not one of them, so his daughter went to a music 
school instead. 

Hero she had her first severe sexual shock when she was raped 
by one of the instructors. Apparently she began to complain about 
her hearing shortly afterward, but was graduated with high 
honors. 

Almost immediately thereafter, at the age of twenty-one, she 
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married. She said later that she had been attracted to the young 
man because he was “so romantic,” but their romance was rather 
seedy by the time of the wedding. A more impartial observer 
might have thought him rather an infantile if not a neurotic type. 
At any rate, his romantic nature expressed itself during courtship 
by taking the girl to an underground cavern, the meeting place of 
a secret society which no woman was supposed to cuter. In these 
“romantic” surroundings he w^ould make love to her. 

lie developed a strong feeling of guilt, but only of guilt over the 
betrayal of his comrades, .so he decided to confess to the officers 
of the society. The penalty was inflicted upon the girl, however, 
and she was told that she must undergo the initiation rites. The 
most harrowing of these was a complete^ confession before the 
assembled young men of the society of all her sexual experiences 
to date. 

She came away from that adventure with a hearty dislike of 
men, but decided to go through with her marriage. She thought 
it would save her self-respect. 

Her husband was consulting a so-called psychoanalyst at the 
time, and persuaded her to do the same. This man told her she 
was “too sick emotionally to have a child.” The verdict was rein¬ 
forced by an ear specialist who told her she would become com¬ 
pletely deaf if she tried to bear a child. Within a year she got a 
divorce. 

Six years later she tried again. Mr. Z. was an artist—Mrs. Z. with 
her tall, pale, good looks and fine figure had turned to model¬ 
ing after her hearing was impaired. He had recently been com¬ 
missioned in the Army, and between some fears of army life and 
her unresolved sexual conflicts she got into something of a panic. 
She came to me to talk about the old story of her emotional unfit¬ 
ness to bear children. She was extremely tense, sj^oke in a whisper 
and was unable to hear me at all. Gradually, and with no attempt 
on my part to analyze her symptoms, she began to speak and hear 
normally. 

Her husband’s transfer to another part of the countiy interrupted 
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her treatment. 1 told her a pregnancy probably would not cause 
deafness, but 1 advised her to wait until she had worked out some 
of her emotjorial jrrobleins a little better. She decided to take the 
chance, however, and in November, 1941, was delivered of a 
stillborn boy. An odd feature of the case was that the cliild s heart 
beat for forty-five minutes, but he never drc'w a single breath. 
There were no obvious malformations, and tlie pathologist was 
unable to satisfy himself as to the cause of the stillbirtli. 

Mrs. Z. returned for psychosomatic treatmcait, and despite some 
interruptions made good progress. In February she became preg¬ 
nant again. She continued to consult me through her pregnancy, 
and I was ]Dresent when her baby was born. Her only moment of 
panic came when in leply to her cjuestion as to when the baby 
would be born, the obstetrician answered lightly and unthink¬ 
ingly: 

“Oh, I think before New Year’s.” 

Persiflage is sometimes out of place in the delivery room, and 
Mrs. Z. was plainly heading for a blackout, having taken the poor 
man literally. 

“In half an hour or forty minutes,” I told her. “Relax; use all 
your strength now because it will be better for the baby if you 
do not have an anesthetic.” 

Mrs. Z. snapped to attention in almost military fashion, eonsider- 
ing the limitations of the time and the place, and in forty minutes 
her baby was born. She was unconscious only for eight minutes. 
She came to easily, and was greeted with the information that she 
had a fine healthy daughter. 

“All that for a measly girl!” she exclaimed bitterly, and promptly 
burst into tears. 

By the time she left the hospital, which was not long since there 
were no complications, Mrs. Z had ceased to complain about her 
hearing. When she was able to visit her ear specialist, he could 
hardly believe his own ears as she responded to tests, for her hear¬ 
ing was perfectly normal. It has remained so ever since. Two years 
later Mrs. Z. gave easy birth to a son, and her hearing remained 
normal. 
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§5 

Tn Life as in Death 

It seems plain that the course of treatment pursued with Mrs. 
Z. was as iiiix3ortant to the successful delivery of her infant, as to the 
restoration of hearing. The large part which emotional factors play 
in the course of pregnancy Iiardly needs much insistence. Their 
existence has been known botli to medicine and to legend. Almost 
every practicing obstetrician agrees, but we are still near the be¬ 
ginning of our understanding of just what areas of psychic and 
physical functioning are involved. 

Certainly the old wives’ tales which have been many women’s 
sole preparation for motherhood frequently scare the expectant 
mother half to death. Yet there need not be the amount of suffering 
which they undergo. Their terror can be relieved, for these com¬ 
mon fears arc not true: First, that delivery has to be one of the 
most agonizing of human experiences; second, that it is highly 
dangerous (more women are killed by slipping in the bathtub than 
by childbirth); third, that life is over when children grow up and 
marry. As a matter of fact, more women are coining to appreciate 
this last point; as a result, apparently, more of them are having 
children earlier. This is good for them and for the children, since 
in general youth is a good aid to child bearing, but many wives are 
undertaking it because they know that they can still be active, use¬ 
ful, even attractive after their offspring have reached maturity. 

However, this is far from the whole story of the emotional factors 
in pregnancy. Mrs. Z. iilustrated some of them; Mrs. Y. illustrates 
even more. 

After three miscarriages in relatively speedy succession, Mrs. Y. 
consulted a psychiatrist. She and her husband had been tiying for 
a dozen years or more to have a child. Despite tests of both, which 
showed that they were normally fertile, the first eight years had 
passed without a pregnancy, and then the miscarriages had fol¬ 
lowed. In each of them, there were adequate medical reasons on 
the surface, but the succession was rather unusual in the absence 
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of physiological explanations. On the other hand, the emotional 
factors wt're suggestive. 

As a girl, Mrs. Y. had disliked and dt;spised her mother and been 
strongly attached to her father. She resented being a girl, and 
sought to play a man's part in the world. Her intelligence was in 
some respects offset by her alternating strong aggressive drive and 
her weak passive helplessness. Her tendency to fc’cl about a given 
situation or person in exactly op]K3site ways had developed inner 
conflicts which could not be readily resolved. In her early twenties 
she fell in love with a close friend of her father. She was helping to 
sup[)ort her parents, and her lover was not sufficiently successful 
to take on that burden. Before they were married she became 
pregnant and decided upon an abortion. Her reasons were more 
than the usual fear of bearing a child out of wedlock or losing her 
fiance's affections. He agreed with her that they did not hav^e 
enough money to support a child, and they were going to have to 
travel a great deal after their marriage, so that it would be difficult 
to make a hornet 

Mrs. Y.'s father, however, was stemly disapproving. He visited 
his daughter in the hospital after the operation, which seems to 
have been performed competently enough, and tf)ld her: 

“This is a terrible thing; now you probably will never be able 
to have a child.” 

Because of her stiong emotional ties to her father, this condem¬ 
nation lingcTcd in Mrs. Y.’s mind. After two years, when she and 
her husband were able to settle down, they decided they wanted 
children. That was when they began their visits to physicians to 
seek treatment that would help them. At the end of eight years, 
Mrs. Y. had decided that she must be sterile. And then her father 
died. Almost immediately after that she unexpectedly became 
pregnant. 

Her delight was tempered by several emotional circumstances 
which neither she nor her husband quite understood. They had 
been living for years in a sort of triangle situation with her father, 
and after his death they felt for the first time that they “really be¬ 
longed to each other.” Mr. Y., after his long competition with his 
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father-in-law for his wife’s affection, was a little concerned that he 
would have to start it all over again with a child. Both he and Mrs. 
Y. hoped it would be a girl because then the lU'w triangle would 
be easier to bear. However, the prospective mother kept thinking 
of her baby as a re-creation of her father who would carry on her 
father’s life. In the fifth month of her x>regnaiicy she miscarried. 
The child had been a boy. Her next was a girl, lost in the sixth 
month while her obstetrician was oir vacation-, her next a Ihw, lost 
in the fourth month. In all these pregnancies, Mrs. Y. had suffered 
a good deal from colitis, and nausea. 

During the last one she had been attended by both a psychia¬ 
trist and an obstetrician. She alternated between lecBng fine and 
depressed. One day she could say: “I feel great; 1 feel reposeful.” 
A little later: ‘T kept thinking about how long 1 would go this 
time—four months, or six, or seven, or when it would happen to 
me.” Then she and her husband went to a show, and with what 
might be considered characteristic folly selected a farce which 
relied for humor in its last act on the difficulty of getting a doctor 
for a pregnant girl. 

“It sent me out into the night shuddering,” said Mrs. Y. “I could 
not bear it. I waited outside while my husband saw it through, and 
I don’t think I have felt stick accumulated animosity to the whole 
business of being pregnant at any time in the four months as I did 
in that fifteen minutes. I cursed everybody, you, and my husband, 
and the obstetrician, and myself, and every damn fool that is in¬ 
volved in this absurd situation. I could see in all its colors, the 
stupidity which got me into this third pregnancy in two and a 
half years, unwilling, unready and unconvinced. 

“I walked up and down, and by the time my husband came out 
of tlie theatre I hated him. He was desperately sorry that we had 
gone to the show and he wanted me to reassure him that it had not 
upset me. It had upset me badly, and I was damned if I was going 
to buck him up. ... I could have screamed at him and at the whole 
world for what it doesn’t know about the enduring of a pregnancy. 
1 felt that if I opened my mouth at all I’d go all to pieces, so I kept 
my lips buttoned, did my exercises and crawled into bed.” 
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Two wex'ks later Mrs. Y. went to the hospital for her third mis¬ 
carriage. Nevertheless, she wanted to try again at once, but was 
advised against it until her emotional problems had been cleared 
up a little better. During this time she suddenly aeliieved a rather 
spectacular professional success, exceeding any that either her 
husband or father had ever managed. Slu^ reacted to it with an 
attack of colitis. She wanted to succeed independently of her hus¬ 
band, with whom she had worked in the past, and of the memory 
of h<.‘r father, too. 

"‘Don’t yon s('e,” she said, “it makes me sick to be better than 
Fath(T, just as it makes rne sick to fail like him.’' 

But she had ])rogressed far enough to understand that there was 
a way out of this apparent dead end. The way out was to become 
a person who did not need to identify herself with somebody else, 
Mrs. Y. commented: 

“If this really continues to bo a success, then I will be free from 
Father and from my husband [in an emotional sense, not in the 
sense of wishing to leave him]. I will be an independent person; 
then I will be able to have a child.” 

The psychiatrist agreed, although believing that it would take 
a year or two before it would be possible to say whether the })attern 
of unsuccessful pregnancy had been changed. Mrs. Y., however, 
did not wait so long. Before a year elapsed, she undertook another 
pregnancy, and decided not to see her obstetrician but only the 
psychiatric consultant who would in return report to the othc^r 
physician. Mrs. Y. easily went beyond the time within which her 
miscarriages had taken i:)lace, and she was frt'C both from colitis 
and panic. She had some disturbing dreams, but was completely 
well. Toward the end .she was thinking more about her husband’s 
reactions than her own. Then in the eighth month it became ap¬ 
parent that she was likely to have a pi'emature deliveiy. The con¬ 
sultant after talking to the obstetiician sent her to the hospital and 
a girl was born that night. Although three days later she weighed 
only three pounds nine ounces, she did very well, and both parents 
adjusted well to parenthood, proud of the fact that after fifteen 
years they had managed to produce a child. 
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‘1 never understood what you meant when you talked about the 
involuntary nervoiLS system and conscious control," Mrs. Y. told 
the consultant, “l)ut 1 remembered it during the labor pains. . . . 
1 feel sure that I shall carry my next baby for nine months.” 

Tlie confidence* and easing of pain which removal of fear can 
achieve may be contrasted with the physical effc*ets of emotional 
experience upon expectant mothers. Ihe dependence of women 
upon a favorite obstetrician is natural, and one of the complaints 
of many of these specialists is tliat there is a perversity about nature 
which s(*enis to intensify the birtii rate whenever they start out on 
a vacation. Substitutions are often dangerous, since the mother's 
fear of a new doctor is often carried to extremes. 

One obstetrician a few years ago decided that he would not 
accc'pt any patients whose expected dates of delivery fell with¬ 
in the month he had selected for his holiday. Within the next 
ten days he was visited by five such patients. One agreed to 
go to another obstetrician. The otlicr four persuaded the hope¬ 
ful wacationer to accept them on the promise that they would 
take another physician for the actual delivery if necessary. All 
four suffered spontaneous abortions within two weeks, and the 
fifth a little later. Perhaps this proves nothing, but it is certainly 
suggestive. 

Whether or not fceir of losing the physician had anything to do 
with the spontaneous abortions, we would not need these cases to 
know that the emotions have much to do with the amount and 
kind of suffering which a pregnant woman may undergo. A dis¬ 
sipation of the fears and the agonies which accompany those fears 
is not the least of the benefits which careful application of psycho¬ 
somatic techniques can bring to humanity. 

§6 

Back to Methuselah 

Old people are not only getting more numerous; they are getting 
healthier. A recent study showed that there are 2,000 men and 
women in this countiy over the age of 100 and suffering from no 
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physical infirmities. Senile dementia, senility, arteriosclerosis—the 
once traditional afflictions of the aji;ed—are l)cc()ining less frecpient 
in spite of the ever-increasing number of individuals who would 
formerly have l^een expected to contract these ailments. Coronary 
diseases are' cropping uj) in greater numbers among the segment of 
tile population bc'tweeu twenty and forty, but are declining among 
the old gaffers from fifty to seventy. 

It is perhaps not exactly a coincidence that the new medical 
problems of old age and an interest in Euthanasia should both have 
been recent additions to the philosophy of medicine. The activity, 
usefulness and happiness of people is being extendt‘d now wath 
extreme rapidity as time is measured in the history of mankind. 

The advances of public health have banisht d epidemics; medi¬ 
cal progress has taught new cures for once deadly diseases; millions 
are sparer! to an age when the most successfully buried mines of 
childhood are likely to explode, to an age when they arc suscci^ti- 
ble to the chronic and predominantly psychosomatic diseases. This 
is true of both men and women. 

Wc arc nearing the time when the Biblical span of three score 
years and ten will be too short for the average American. At pres¬ 
ent, those who reach the age of sixty-five, which is below^ life 
expectancy for both sexes, will attain an average age of eighty-one. 
At the same time, the men and women over sixty-five make up 
just a trifle more than 7 per cent of the population, but they 
account for 15 per cent of the suflFerers from chronic diseases. Thus 
they represent more than twice their proportional share of the 
nation’s medical problem in spite of their increasing robustness. 

It is natural that the thought of death should be with them 
rather more frequently than it is with their children and grand¬ 
children. But the effect when those whose thoughts along these 
lines become a x^reoccupation is not materially altered by age. It 
is a factor which must be taken into account in treatment at every 
age. Even two-year-olds may have it. 

Those in whom illness has exaggerated the habit of brooding 
about the grave or those whose brooding has contributed to tlie 
illness frequently pass through a sort of intermediate stage when 
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they arc on the road to recovery. As tlie disease and thought of 
death both lade out, the patient is prone to all sorts of folly. As the 
serious ailment is conquered, they are likely to fall victims to some¬ 
thing else through sheer carelessness. 

There was one convalescent who improved the moments of 
regained activity by working in a garden, and deliberately set 
about pulling up poison ivy around the walls. She knew (|uite well 
that she was unusually susceptible to the stuff, and suffered veri¬ 
table tormt'uts as a result. 

It is charaeteristic of these individuals to be careless about ex¬ 
posing themselves to infectious diseases, and some of them develop 
an accident habit. In the hidden recesses of their minds is a feeling 
that they really are not anxious to get well. They are substituting 
for the disease to which they had been attached another ailment 
or an injury which represents the last lingering effects of the long¬ 
ing for d('ath or the fear of it. The emotional nature of the sec¬ 
ondary illness or injury seems to be established by the fact that 
thos(^ patients who have the danger pointed out to them do not 
succumb to it. When they are told in the appropriate stage of re¬ 
covery that they are likely to do crazy things because they do not 
really want to get well yet, they pull themselves together and re¬ 
frain from doing the crazy things. 

Control, in these cases, has been re-established. The lost head, 
which has sent the rest of the body dashing recklessly down the 
road to illness, has been screwed back on and our “headless horse¬ 
man” ceases to be a menace to traffic and himself. 
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The Co7nplcat Patient 


§1 

‘‘Knowledge is power,” people used to say, especially if they 
were in the business of dispensing knowledge. But the progiess of 
civilization has outmoded the epigram. Science has given us so 
many tools to work with nowadays that knowledge is change. The 
change is so rapid that we have not always leariied to use the new 
tools correctly. The penalty is sickness, sickness in the body politic, 
sickness in the body individual. 

Man’s inability to handle the powers which science confers ujjon 
him is not confined to such awe-in.spiring monsters as atomic en¬ 
ergy. Man has difficulty in making the best of relatively simple 
scientific advances. A great many people have difficulty in adjust¬ 
ing themselves to changing environment, especially if the new one 
is filled with strange pieces of machinery. A great many of them 
become patients. The rapid pace of scientific change affects these 
people emotionally long before it catches up with them physically. 
But the same science fortunately has provided new techniejues to 
enable them to handle their problems. The psychosomatic tech¬ 
niques of modern medicine help guide them toward the achieve¬ 
ment of sound minds in sound bodies by recognizing the fact that 
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a hmiiaii being consists of mind and body, now and forever, one 
and indi\ jsihle. 

Ill our national history, the long struggle for unity gave rise to 
the warning that this nation cannot exist half slave and half free. 
The same thing is true of individuals. They cannot exist for very 
long as slaves to fear, doubt or anxiety and still remain free from 
illness. 

Freedom for tlu' individual, as for the nation, has to be earned. 
Nobody can give it to you. The pliysic ian is as powerless to work 
this miracle as a great statesman is powerless to confer liberty as a 
boon upon his or any other x^eople. The physician, like the states¬ 
man, can hel]). He can lead. He can point out pitfalls and dangers, 
safe roads and sensible procedures. He can encourage and inspire 
and admonish. 

The patient, like the nation, must co-operate. He must do his 
share by looking clearly at the facts and attempting to correct 
errors which they reveal. He must be willing to follow advice, and 
also to disclose all the circumstances surrounding his ease, since 
these are essential to intelligent advice. He must make an effort to 
understand himself and his problems. This co-operation between 
patient and physician is the essence of psychosomatic teclinicpies. 
Most of the people 1 see, however, either want too much help or 
no help at all. 

“Here I am,*’ the first sort of person says. “I put myself in your 
hands, and all the rest is up to you. Just make me well.” 

“Here 1 am,” says the second in a rather different tone of voice. 
“Let's hear what you have to say, but I can take care of my¬ 
self. I always have, and a little sickness isn’t going to change 
me.” 

Neither of these is prepared for any co-operation. Very often the 
first series of treatments has to be devoted to getting such patients 
to the point where those in the first group are willing to help them¬ 
selves and those in the second are willing to let the doctor help 
them. After a wliile they begin to have fun talking about tliem- 
selv(\s; then you can get down to business. 

[ 238 ] 



The Compleat Patient 

This business, the actual api3]ication of psychosomatic tech¬ 
niques, seems rather mysterious to a layman. It has its mysteries 
for a good many physicians, too. Oik‘ reason for this is that, be¬ 
cause of the very nature of his work, the practitioner of this par¬ 
ticular science has no audience. The great surgeon demonstrates 
his skill in an amphitheatre before admiring crowds of his col¬ 
leagues and medical students, and the patient will bi* able to dis¬ 
play the scar for years to come. Tlie internist can l)ring in out¬ 
siders to thumj^ his i:)atients and pore over chaj ts. X-ray pictures, 
photographs and diagrams can give a veay intimate view of physi¬ 
ological symptoms of assorted kinds. 

The physician who is using psychosomatic methods, on the other 
hand, is alone with his patient. He gives few demonstrations; he 
can only talk or write about it afterwards. 

Tlie danger of attempting anything else in order to help spread 
knowledge was brought home forcibly to the staff of a large general 
hospital some years ago. One of the patients had progressed so far 
on the road to recovery from a particularly stubborn heart con¬ 
dition that it was thought desirable that there should be a demon¬ 
stration and explanation in the amphitheatre. His improvement 
was the result of psychosomatic tc'chiiiques which were new, almost 
unheard of to the majority of the hospital staff . A living example, 
it was urged, would be far more valuable to them and more 
convincing to possible skeptics than any amount of theoretical 
talk. 

The demonstration was quite a success from this point of view, 
but on the way upstairs after it was over, the patient died. He had 
been unable to survive the shock of living over again in a few 
minutes all the experiences which had brought his disease upon 
him over a period of years. 

Psychosomatic mysteries, therefore, cannot be solved through 
a simple demonstration in the presence of others by those who have 
learned something about the problem. This is undoubtedly an 
obstacle to teaching. It is also a handicap in explaining the subject 
to the general public. 
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What Every Layman Should Know 

In the course of his everyday life, the average man and woman 
will do well not to attempt to analyze his and his friends move¬ 
ments, motives and possible symptoms in accordance with what he 
believes may be tlie latest in psycliosomatic techni(jiies. That way 
lies madness—as well as a crop of quarrels, bitterness and frustra¬ 
tions* On the other hand, there are points which it is helpful for 
anyone to understand. Perhaps they could be discussed in terms 
of some of the more popular fallacies about the relationships of 
emotions and bodily functions. 

1. '^The less you think about your mind, the better off you will 
be,** lliis just is not true. Of course it is a good plan to stop short 
of obsession when you are thinking about anytliing at all, but no 
one ever understood any subject without thinking about it. The 
mind is a very important matter and intelligent consideration of 
what it is and how it works will not be wasted. Failure to devote 
any thought to it turns it over by default to the mercies of the emo¬ 
tions and the involuntary nervous system. They are admirable in 
their own place, but they can be unsafe guardians of the mind, as 
the examples cited in this book have shown. 

2. "Some things in your life you cant tell anybody.” Tliat is a 
very dangerous thought to hold when you are about to approach 
someone whose advice you think can help you. This is generally 
recognized as true when the expert is sought as a guide toward 
success in business, in a career, in a family problem, even in pick¬ 
ing out a new hat. Most people will give all the relevant details 
in such a case, but get tongue-tied when they are asking for the 
most important advice of all—advice on restoring or safeguarding 
health. If the trouble can be remedied by psychosomatic treat¬ 
ment, the attitude of modest reserve is highly misplaced. 

The practice of hiding facts which are regarded as shameful, 
silly or irrelevant would be less dangerous if everyone agreed upon 
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the subjects which ought to be taboo. The taboo would be bad for 
the patient, but at least the doctor would know where to look. We 
could work out one of those standard formulae*, whicli so far in this 
field are impossible to devise. Reticence, however, has no uni¬ 
formity, One of the most stubborn cases of it I ever encountered 
was in an Englishman who spoke with an ease approaching aban¬ 
don about the most secret intimacies of his life, once the barriers 
were down. Altljough his views and practices in matters of sex, 
of family jelationships, of business, of friendships poined forth 
freely and in volume, there was one thing that bothered him about 
which he could not bring himself to talk. The shame of it had bit¬ 
ten too deeply into his soul. It took time?, a lot of time, but at last 
he was brought to the point where he reali7.ed that this special 
worry was a goodly part of his illness and unless he could gc‘t it to 
the surface wo could not deal with it. So, one day, he brought 
himself to make the terrible revelation. 

*‘My great-grandfather,” he said, “was a shopkeeper.” 

To the physician who is looking for the links between emotional 
disturbances and physical ailments, no secret ever will be any more 
shameful or disgusting than this one. He will not even find it 
ridiculous. The physician is trying to be a healer, not a judge. He 
probably has heard more startling, more dramatic and more com¬ 
plicated stories than most of his patients have ever experienced or 
could invent. He is proof against shock; he is professionally reluc¬ 
tant and almost constitutionally unable to repeat the secrets of this 
medical confessional. But he has to know the facts about a patient’s 
anxieties before he can help in relieving them. 

Besides, it does anyone good to get these worries off his chest. 
To the tubercular, for instance, this means literally getting both 
the worry and the disease off his chest. And the more intelligent 
priests know that the chief value of confession lies in tlic relief 
after unburdening the soul, not in tlie penance. 

3. **Hes a mental case; how frightfulF* The notion that a men¬ 
tal disease is somehow more disgusting than a physiological one is 
widely held. People who will talk with gusto and a wealth of grue¬ 
some detail about their operations and their fevers will shrink 
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from confiding to anyone a hint that they might be a little sick 
mentally or eiriotionally. This sainci popular prejudice liampered us 
—and still does—in combating venereal disease. Medical and pub¬ 
lic health sciences could have brought gonorrhea and syphilis under 
control long ago if the public had not believed that decent people 
should never mention such horrors, let alone fall victim to tliem. 

The same hush-hush attitude keeps our hospitals filled with 
mental patients, so that they occupy half the beds today. People 
who come flying to the doctor with a cut thumb or a mild spring 
cold in the nose will studiously avoid any mention of mental or 
emotional symptoms out of a deep sense of shame. They will allow 
their anxieties to go on gnawing away at their health because in 
their view a weak stomach is a fit subject for parlor conversation, 
but an irrational anxiety cannot be mentioned to a doctor in the 
X^rivacy of his office and under the seal of professional silence. This 
curiously uniiitelligent attitude is a j)roduct of civilization, like 
many of our diseases. 

Most x:)rimitive x^eojfles have believed that the mentally unstable 
were touched by God. Advancing civilization in the Christian era 
evolved tlie theory that they were iiossessed by the devil. Modern 
science knows that they are simjAy sick. Nevertheless, far too large 
a proportion of our x^oxmlation clings to the medieval concex)tion. 

The history of medicine is made up of our conquests over preju¬ 
dice. Surgeons, in the early stages of their progress, battled against 
a popular superstition that it was somehow impious to open up a 
fellow creature and remove a xiiece of diseased tissue. Then they 
had to overcome objections to the use of anesthetics by peoj^le 
(usually in no pain themselves) who argued that suffering was the 
lot of man and tlie will of God. 

Our strides in public-heallli work have been made in the face and 
over the bitter protests of ignorance, fear and bigotry. The unthink¬ 
ing acceptatice of vaccination today is no more than the uncon¬ 
scious tribute which civilization pays to its pioneers. When George 
Washington became an enthu.siast for inoculation against the small 
pox, which had pitted his own handsome face in youth, he could 
muster few followers even at the height of his glory. He had to 
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exert all his remarkable foreefiilness and prestige and authority to 
get the practice adopt(‘d in the army which he had just hnished 
leading through his most famous vietojies, tlje battles of IVenton 
and Princeton. Even then, some of his critics attributed the de¬ 
feats of the next fighting season of 1777 to the godlessness oi a 
general who would i)resume to interfere with afllictions which a 
benevolent Dca'ty had seen fit to send Ilis children. 

Psychosomatic lechiiiques seem doomed to fight against a longer 
delay in their development than absolute reason would impose 
because the fear of discussing mental or emotional problems is 
almost the last of their popular medical prejudices among an 
otherwise moderately enlightened citizenry. 

4. “//e was pcrjccthj all ri^lit until that sudden terrible shock 
knocked him out*' He only seemed all right, but he had been ill 
for a long time. 4’hc way had been prej^ared by an accumulation 
of petty troubles. Usually the wear and tear of constant conllict 
does the damage without the assistance of a major catastroplie, 
although some spectacular happening may be the match to the 
fuse. Just as it is less damaging to the brain to be hit over the head 
than to have water drijoping upon the skull hour after hour and 
day after day, so the major shock can be borne rnueh more easily 
than the steady perpetual annoyance of trifles. 

I frequently see patients who cannot believe that the silly little 
things which upset them are worth a doctor's time, or are worthy 
of their own importance in the scheme of things. If they are honest, 
they will say they feel like a fool; they feel naked and find it more 
upsetting at first to have the soul laid bare than to have the body 
laid bare, although they overcome that feeling when assured that 
everyone has it. When they are less honest, they will j^roceed 
to exaggerate their sins and worries so that they wdll seem to 
have a good reason to talk about them. The apparent dispropor¬ 
tion between their mental troubles and their bodily ailments 
bothers them. Actually it is not the magnitude of the anxiety but 
the severity of tlie emotional conflict which should be studied 
and remedied. 

A severe conflict is seldom the result of any single cause, but 
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nearly always the outcome of a lot of little things which build up 
one upon another. In his progress through the vicissitudes of life, 
every patient is a Gulliver among the Lilliputians. He can laugh 
at the puny little annoyances or anxieties if he secs them one by 
one. But enough of them, catching him off guard and concentrating 
their power, can tie him up in very tight knots. 

5. ‘T//C more you talk, the better’* That depends upon what you 
say and to whom. Every physician knows the patient who turns 
on a ceaseless flow of chatter without apparent effort. Whether the 
lo([uacious one knows it or not, he is usually seeking to fulfill Tal¬ 
leyrand's definition of the use of sj)eeeh—to conceal thought. The 
babble is simply a cov^er for the real anxiety. The physician has to 
know when to cut it short and bring the patient to the point. 

Outside the doctor's office, the danger of unlimited conversation 
is so great that many physicians command their patients to talk to 
no one else about their symptoms or fears. Some people find tlie 
temptation to pour forth their troubles to their friends is almost 
irresistible. The dangers in this course are more than the risk of 
losing a friend by boring him to death. lie may actually become 
interested, and then watch out! For he may have an entirely differ¬ 
ent idea of right and wrong, and confound the talker with a sur¬ 
prising judgment. Or he may get the patient's troubles mixed up 
with his own, and manage to distort the problem for both. Or he 
may take sides, and even if he takes the patient's side, he will not 
be making objective comments. 

On the other hand, the voice can serve as a safety valve for per¬ 
plexed and anxious people. We use about half our energy in inner 
living and half in outer living. If the inner pressures become strong 
enough, the safety valve of chatter may offer some relief tempo¬ 
rarily because talking about ourselves really makes us forget our¬ 
selves. Many people find that a worry leaves them if they have 
aired it sufficiently. However, if those who habitually run on about 
themselves and their problems could reach an understanding of 
why the inner pressure is so strong, they could cut down on their 
output of words to the relief not only of themselves but also of 
their associates. 
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6. "You cant break away from your early training!* Frequently 
people can and do. Frequently the fact that they do not is a con¬ 
tributing factor in illness. "1 was just born that way; I can’t help 
it,” they say over and over again. Rules and customs whicli were 
right for one generation can be wrong for the next. The constricting 
garments of our grandmothers can be no more damaging to our 
health today than the constricting ideas of our grandfathers. 
Recognition of this fact might avert a good deal of human trouble. 

In big cities especially, the wear and tear of tradition’s dead 
hand is particularly noticeable in the ailments with which citizens 
become afflicted after years in the metropolis. The changes are 
more rapid in the cities; the bewildering tools of science more com¬ 
plex. Living and working among people from all over the world 
and with all sorts of customs, many otherwise (juite cosmopolitan 
individuals cling to tlie standards which had governed human be¬ 
havior on the farms or in the villages where they grew up many 
miles away and a generation ago. 

Even though some of these standards may have been given up 
by the men and women who stayed at home, these emigrants to 
the city remain tied to the morals and beliefs of their youth. They 
may not observe all of the old prohibitions very strictly, but every 
one of their lapses causes them a good deal of mental anguish. But 
in spite of their excursions into what they were taught is urban 
wickedness, they seek an assurance of superior morality. They are 
exaggeratedly conscious of their own rectitude in the face of the 
sin all around them, and when their anxieties finally manifest them¬ 
selves in some form of bodily illness, they will say plaintively: 

"I don’t deserve to have this happen to me.” 

Actually, of course, tliey do desewe it in the sense that they have 
earned it by their own reluctance to progress. The conflict between 
the impossible standards of a village childhood and the realities of 
urban life prove too much for their emotional adjustability. Often 
very gifted men share this state of mind. As they score new suc¬ 
cesses in their chosen lines of endeavor, they find themselves 
thrown more and more into a cosmopolitan society where the re¬ 
ligious, ethical and cultural patterns of rural America in the early 
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years of tlie century are out of place. Whether they are better or 
worse is beside tljc point. They can lead to anxieties wliich are pro¬ 
ductive of disease. However, as soon as these men discover what is 
inakiiuj; them sick and interfering with their work, they generally 
succeed in shifting to more tolerant principles and recover. 

Cast in much the same mold are those who persist in a certain 
line of behavior, saying: ‘TVe always done that’" or “My whole 
family was that way” or simj)ly “Tin just eccentric.” Rigidity to 
them takes on a moral value; flexibility is confused with weakness. 
But rigidity is often brittle, and those who glory in it may find 
that their defenses against emotional and physical upsets will snap 
under very little strain. 

Illness can stem in part from rigidity about other people's stand¬ 
ards as wc'll as one's own. Parents who refuse to recognize the 
changing mores of the times can be made literally sick by the quite 
harmless antics of their offspring. Perhaps it is poetic justice that 
children, who often owe a great many of their troubles to the con¬ 
duct of their parents, have it in their power to retaliate in this way. 
But poetry is out of place here, and the cause of true justice was 
seldom served by increasing the number of neurotics in the world. 

Our cases show, in short, that if a man sticks to the old rules 
which are no longer sanctioned or enforced by the society in which 
he finds himself, he will be in trouble with his emotions. If he 
flings them aside, but feels guilty about it, he will be in trouble, 
too. The solution is to maintain a normal human flexibility, to 
choose a middle way, or even to let the patient find his own way. 

§3 

Can the Layman Treat Himself? 

The most perfectly adjusted person in the world can get sick. 
Illness, therefore, does not need to send its victim into a tizzy of 
anxiety over possible emotional complications. On the other hand, 
a knowledge of the fact that emotional conflicts often are a factor 
in disease is not sufficient training to justify everyone who has that 
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knowledge in undertaking his own treatment or in prescribing for 
his friends and relatives. A delicate brain operation may sound 
quite easy when a master explains it. But the possession of a man¬ 
ual sliowing how he goes about it along with a sharp knife and a 
steady hand does not qualify the layman to carve other people's 
heads. The emotional system is as delicate as the brain, and the 
same rules of professional ability apply to those who would treat it. 

This does not mean that the aver age individual is helpless unless 
he can get to the nearest physician. Far from it. Tlie healing which 
has been the work of faith proves what man can do for liimself. 
Indeed, the juactice of Christian Science has been confused by 
many (although not by Christian Scientists) with psychosomatic 
techni(jues. For the belief that illness is error has a ealming, heal¬ 
ing effect upon the individual. It may prevent or remove a disease 
symptom which stems from emotional conflict. Such faith gives to 
many the temporary freedom from symptoms which others achieve 
by understanding the relations of their own mental disturbances 
to the bodily ailment. 

Psychosomatic treatment usually qualifies the i^atient to help 
himself afterwards. He has gained experience of his own emotions 
and conflicts, and of their influence upon his body. He is in a posi¬ 
tion then to meet without damage the same life expericmces which 
brought on the original illness, lie is in somewhat tlie same condi¬ 
tion as an automobile owner who has watched a mechanic adjust 
the carburetor a few times. The motorist learns to do it himself 
after a while. But no one is born with an iiislinctive knowledge of 
how to adjust a carburetor, and few who have never seen a ear 
could do it merely after reading a book or listening to a lecture on 
the subject. 

The patient who has reached the point of applying a psychoso¬ 
matic treatment to himself has had more than relief from the bodily 
symx^toms. He has achieved a cure of the whole man; he has be¬ 
come sound both in mind and body. At the same time, the human 
organism is a delicate as well as a complicated piece of machinery. 
It is thrown ofl: balance readily by a large variety of shocks. No 
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one is ever so well that his equilibrium cannot be disturbed. So 
it is impossible to be sure that he will stay well. 

We can only be sure that the person who has acquhed an under¬ 
standing of mind and body will be able to take full advantage of 
the healing elements which exist in every living thing. One of the 
advantages of life is that it possesses a quality—which no inanimate 
object can have—that enables the living being to repair its own 
damage. The human animal has this quality to a higher degree 
than any other. It is the quality to which the physiologist Cannon 
gave the name of homeostasis. It is the ability to regain ones 
equilibrium after being thrown off balance. 

Its importance to maintaining the sound mind in the sound body 
was demonstrated by an experiment several years ago when two 
groups of men were kept awake for forty-eight hours. One group 
was composed of neurotics, the other of more stable individuals. 
At the end of the forty-eight hours, the ordeal of wakefulness had 
induced exactly the same changes in blood chemistry in every one 
of them. But afterwards the neurotics all took much longer to get 
their chemistry back to normal. This variation in homeostasis is an 
important factor in achieving a cure of any ailment. 

Usually such a cure is a protracted business, as for example in 
the earlier treatment of allergies by psychoanalysis, which some¬ 
times extended over several years. Nevertheless, there are briefer 
methods of psychotherapy, and the earlier a patient seeks treat¬ 
ment, the briefer that treatment will be. 

Today’s psychosomatic patient usually has as his first need a 
sounding board, and this is one role which no man can act satis¬ 
factorily for himself. In many instances, the physician has to say 
very little to such a patient. Often the doctor is rewarded after a 
series of sessions in which he has been singularly silent by the pa¬ 
tient’s grateful cry: 

"'Doctor, you’re a wonderful conversationalist!” 

Patients, like a great many other people in tliis frame of mind, 
really mean "wonderful listener.” Without attempting to argue 
whether there is any essential difference, it can be aflSrmed that the 
gentle but difficult art of listening has immense therapeutic value 
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because the patient, with the help of a sounding board, may obtain 
an objective picture of himself and his experiences. Contemplating 
and discussing that picture, he can make his own diagnosis, and 
after that he needs only a few casual comments as to what 
he should do about it. The physician is performing the important 
but not sx^ectacular role of the juaetice board which a tennis player 
uses to perfect his strokes. Over and over again, the ball goes up 
against the wall, and the player gets back just what he hit. Simi¬ 
larly, the patient's words bounce oil the doctor, in a sense, and the 
patient gets in return just what he gives. The tennis player achieves 
what the psychologists call an objective realization of the wall, tlie 
patient an objective realization of his trouble. 

Sometimes tlie greatest contribution a physician can make is to 
help the patient put into words the things which are puzzling him. 
Just as a major responsibility of parents is to help a child express 
his troubles, wishes and needs, so the doctor must sometimes in¬ 
terpret the patient. Nothing can be more uncomfortable than to 
be bothered by something and not be able to tell what it is. The 
phy.sician experienced in x^sychosomatic treatment can guide just 
because he docs not seek to judge. In fact, he gives less advice 
than his colleagues in any other sx)here of medicine. Skill in this 
course of treatment can be hard for a x^ractitioner who attempts 
it late in life. Many who try to apply psychosomatic techniques 
find that they cannot get over the habit of issuing orders, prescrib¬ 
ing pills and x^reaching sermons. 

Once a person is able to talk honestly and freely, the important 
facts in his underlying difficulty stand out in their true persxoective. 
What at first was just a torrent of words becomes a history of ill¬ 
ness. Upon the basis of that history, j^hysician and patient together 
can work out a program of treatment. By that time they are in the 
position of two friends sitting beside the stream of the patient s 
life story as he tells it, dipping out the bits of x^ertinent debris as 
they float past—with the physician sometimes directing but never 
interrupting the flow. 

This guidance is particularly essentia] when a disease has pro¬ 
gressed to an advanced stage of organic damage. Then the dis- 
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turbance involved in a recapitulation of life experience may do 
more harm than good. Sometimes a more gradual api^roach will be 
possible, but in every case—and every case will be difiereiit—the 
amount of strain which is permissible must be weighed carefully. 

The psychosomatic technique often has been popularly misrep¬ 
resented as a prodding process, a digging into the unconscious. 
The physician is regarded as an archaeologist gleefully uncovering 
the bones, trinkets, treasures and secrets of the past so that he can 
expose them in all their pitiful shabbiness. This is a very misleading 
impression. His real task is rather to remove barricas which keep 
the patient from saying what he means—or even from saying any¬ 
thing at all. It is sometimes necessary to tell the patient himself to 
stop digging, foi he may be trying too hard to find a fact whieh he 
considers important or thrilling. At this point the physician lias to 
explain that the treatment is not a cont(\st of wits but a co-opera¬ 
tive assembling of facts winch the patient supplies. 

On the whole, the physician can judge the results of his treat¬ 
ment in this way: If the bodily symptoms are cured, the job has 
been fair. If the patient's susceptibility to disease has been de¬ 
creased also, the job has been good. If the patient furlliermore has 
reached the point of understanding liimself, the job has been 
excellent. 

For the acliievement of this last, there nearly always must be a 
period of follow-up after treatment has relieved the symptoms. 
Unless there has been intensive and prolonged therapy, a check-up 
every month for a time and then every six montlis for two years is 
generally required to put the patient in a position to stay well. 
These are the cases of which wc can, when asked the rather com¬ 
mon question ‘Will it last?” answer “Yes.” 

These patients will have learned to understand the danger 
signals. 

But if they have not followed this regime, they may not in the first 
couple of years come back for treatment in time if something goes 
wrong. They need time for their understanding to grow. Some¬ 
times, discharged as cured, they have developed a feeling of grati¬ 
tude which will take the form of a fear that they are letting the 
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good doctor down if their old trouble returns. They should be 
warned against this mistake. Much has been said about patients 
who cannot get along without the doctor, but these are patients 
who hav^e not become entirely well. They may feel, quite mis¬ 
takenly, a little sliame on their own account, as though they were 
in some way inadequate because they have not remained in the 
l)ink of liealth. So they may attempt to wrestle with something 
that is too strong for tlieni and will come to grief doing it, where 
the thoroughly cured patient will prudently seek help just as he 
did before. 

Sometimes th(\se still insecure patients will use rather pathetic 
expedients to meet the doctor socially so that they can get back to 
treatment by indirf?ction and without exposing their secret shame. 
Th(^y will go to a good deal of trouble to get invited to homes where 
they know the doctor will appear as a guest. Or they will make an 
elaborate x^retense of asking the doctor to dinner as a friend. This 
beating around the bush and seeking coinxdicated i:)retexts for a 
simple visit can be in itself something of a strain. It is far better 
for both the patients and the ^diysician if they are followed up at 
infrequent intervals on a purely professional basis. 

§4 

Perils of Mis^taken Identity 

A MISTAKE often made by those who are just beginning to under¬ 
stand the jisychosomatic ajixiroach to themselves and others is 
that one or even five or six traits which are characteristic of certain 
disease types may be regarded wrongly as conclusive evidence of 
the existence or the threat of that disease. Quite a few peoj^le are 
fond of their mothers and have a desire to be indejiendent. Not all 
of them are necessarily susceptible to ulcers. A lot of chubby, in¬ 
telligent, ambitious fellows with sensitive natures and strict parents 
will never develop hypertension. 

It is the whole jiersonality that matters, not its parts. In diag¬ 
nosing an illness, the i^hysician has to be careful not to cut off the 
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patient’s feet to make him fit some procrustean bed of j^reconceived 
ideas. There is danger that an inexperienced layman might lop 
off a few limbs in the personality, never knowing that they were 
there, in order to fit himself or a friend into a supposedly healthy 
pattern of thought. 

On the other hand, everyone can learn to recognize a few danger 
signals. Laymen frequently ask for one which is psychically the 
equivalent of running a temperature as a somatic danger signal. 
There is such an easily recognizable warning flag for the approach¬ 
ing emotional collision. Watch for a characteristic in yourself 
which you do not like. It probably is a symptom of your trouble, 
and if the trait is one which really bothers you a good deal, it is 
time to talk to a doctor. A keen dissatisfaction with one ])art of 
your personality probably means that it is in conflict with the rest. 

In this conflict, the characteristics you like and those you dis¬ 
like sometimes take on genuinely parental proportions. The ones 
you like suggest the good parents; the ones you don’t suggest tlie 
bad parents. 

People who come to understand their conditioned reflexes and 
immature tendencies, as a parent would understand a child, suc¬ 
ceed with relative ease in achieving a unified personality. Patients 
who become irritated with the characteristics which are not in 
harmony witli their ideal of themselves are likely to achieve ampu¬ 
tation instead of education of that part of the personality. The way 
out is to treat yourself the way a good, intelligent modern parent 
treats a child. 

Two men, superficially quite different from each other but as 
much brothers under the skin as Judy O’Grady and the ColoneFs 
Lady, seem to illustrate this point. For purposes of this comparison 
they will be called Mr. Alpha and Mr, Omega. 

Alpha was middle-aged, bored, spoiled, several times married 
but only once happily, master of large and varied business enter¬ 
prises which failed signally to interest him. At one of his first in¬ 
terviews the physician summed him up accurately but perhaps a 
bit unkindly as “typical thumb-sucking son of the ultra-rich.'' 
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Alpha regarded himself as a failure. Even the world-shaking catas¬ 
trophe of global war had not disturbed the even, dull tenor of his 
ways, and he felt that he liad been something of a slacker while a 
much eiivi(?d brother had marched off to war, winning a certain 
amount of honor and glory by fighting on the Pentagon Front in 
the Battle of Washington. 

Omega on the other liand was a young man who was now un¬ 
employed but had become a war hero. lie was still in his twenties, 
proud of the incident which had distinguished him but quite un¬ 
able to adjust himself emotionally to civilian life. It developed that 
he had not been very well adjusted to it before he entered the 
army, either. His childhood and youth had been marred by skin 
troubles, and he had the emotional history wdiich accompanies 
that kind of allergy. When he was four years old, his mother had 
died while away from the family on a vacation, and Omega had 
never forgiven her for leaving him. He grew into the habit of think¬ 
ing of her death as a desertion, and had hated all w^omen as a 
result. His eczema entered his life for the first time that he could 
remember just after his mother died. He resented being laughed 
at, but his family—father and two sisters—had ridiculed him a 
good deal. He had been married recently, but the experiment was 
a crashing failure almost from tlie start. Not only were the couple 
without common interest, but Omega found the girl sexually re¬ 
pulsive to him. They signed a separation agreement less than five 
months after the wedding. 

Neither Alpha nor Omega was suffering from any particular or¬ 
ganic disease when they consulted a physician. But each recog¬ 
nized in himself a profound emotional disturbance. Alpha thought 
that his stemmed from dissatisfaction with his humdrum record 
while others were fighting a war for him. Omega had no doubts 
about the quality of his war contribution—he was sure it had been 
distinguished—but he thought himself emotionally unready to take 
a job, so he had none. 

As the cases were studied, each man was found to be mistaken 
about himself. Actually Alpha’s heroism had been more genuine 
if less spectacular. He had remained in a dull job which he hated 
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SO that the family enterprises could play their part in winning the 
war and so that his brotlicr could enter the Army. The importance 
of the work which the business and the brother actually performed 
is beside the point. Alpha had made a very real sacrifice in stick¬ 
ing to the routine, and he had suffered for it. His resentment rose 
at times to fury, but he always repressed it, and that was at the 
root of his bodily discomforts. 

Omega's brilliant war achievement became mere folly when it 
was carefully analyzed. As he explained it at first, he had a mission 
to perform and he hoped to find a friend who was missing. His 
men hung back, saying that the ground ahead of them was obvi¬ 
ously mined and should be swept before they enterc'd it. Omega 
brushed these objections aside and led the way. A few minutes 
later a mine explosion halted the whole j)arty. The mission was 
not performed; the friend was not found, and Omega lost his left 
leg. 

At his first two interviews with the physician, he calmly denied 
that he had ever been exposed to any particularly severe shocks. 
His artificial leg was so well fitted and he used it so expertly that 
it was not until he was leaving that the physician noticed it at all. 
Finally, on his third visit, he told the story and admitted that per¬ 
haps an amputation is something of a shock. At later sessions he 
confessed also that the reasons he gave for insisting on the advance 
over mined territory were only partly true. He always wanted to 
run his own show his own way and, as he now recognized, was 
always rushing ahead without much reflection. 

So, as their treatment progressed. Alpha discovered that he was 
not quite the slacker he had supposed, while Omega learned that 
he had been much less of a hero than many of his associates be¬ 
lieved. It is obvious why this should benefit the stay-at-home. To 
a physician trained in the study of the mind, Omega's relief is 
equally obvious. The saying that the truth will set you free is not 
confined to pleasant truths. 

Both men were able to deal with their troubles, once they had 
identified those troubles accurately. Alpha, having talked more 
than he ever dreamed he could and more than his wife expected 
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that he would, saw his apparently aimless existence in its true 
light. He was also able to cope with his sexual difficulties to an 
extent. He could not keep away from the current Mrs. Alpha, but 
he got sick whenever they were together. Affairs with other women 
did not offer a satisfactory substitute. The memory of the one wife 
with whom he had been happy but who had died young could not 
help his present marriage. In fact the obtrusiv^e way in which he 
cherished the memory of his beloved—even to the point of keex:)ing 
her ashes in an urn in the nui:)tial bedchamber—had led Mrs. Alpha 
to contemplate divorce. 

Treatment enabled the husband to see and correct his mistakes 
instead of glossing over them. He did not get so far as to regard 
himself a prince, but he grew to like himself better and so to under¬ 
stand his troubles. For the first time in many months, he was able 
to report normal and reasonably satisfactory relations with his 
wife. The divorce idea was abandoned. The Alphas were on their 
way to the creation of a moderately happy and healthy home life. 

Omega, too, began to return to mental and emotional health 
through understanding that his troubles did not begin with his 
release from the Army. He realized that even in peacetime he had 
newer been able to submit to the authority of teachers and em¬ 
ployers, just as in the Army he could not stand the domination of 
his colonel. He had been in difficulties whenever he had to work 
under someone else, yet his men said that when he did run his 
own show it wound up in disaster, as witness the experience in the 
mined field. His marriage, a hasty war romance, had been em- 
barkc'd upon with characteristic lack of reflection. 

It was also in keeping with the emotional pattern of his kind 
that when Omega finally took a job, he sought one far below his 
real capacities, with long hours and a dull routine. Incidentally, 
his personality and previous history of accidents, all on the left 
side—broken arm twice, broken foot once, many bruising falls- 
led the physician to warn him that he was accident-prone. Sure 
enough, he had one in the machine shop where he was employed. 
The injury was slight, but Omega said the drill would have gone 
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clean through his hand, he was sure, if the doctor’s warning had 
not made him alert. 

When the treatment of these patients is described, it always 
sounds easy. Anyone can listen, it is said, and most people can 
talk. But a great deal of training and experience are necessary 
before a physician can handle the Alphas and Omegas of this 
world successfully. No two patients are alike. There is no formula 
for psychosomatic treatment which can l)e applied. Each case 
must be treated on its individual merits and needs. The amateur 
who attempts it will probably do both himself and his victim more 
harm than good. 


§5 

Sex and the Patient 

Next to the reluctance to talk about a mental disease as naturally 
as a bodily ailment, the chief reticence of most people is sex. When 
Freud first propounded his theories, the popular outcry against 
him was based on the prominence he gave to a subject which his 
critics preferred to pretend did not exist. 

We know now that oceans of human misery have been caused by 
stubborn and stupid silence about one of the most important of 
human functions. There remains, however, a notion that the psy¬ 
chiatrists and the psychoanalysts place a highly exaggerated value 
upon the role played by sex in illness of all kinds. It may be worth 
while, therefore, to attempt an objective appraisal of the share 
which sex actually takes. 

The healthy human being, the one with a sound mind in a sound 
body, is well adjusted in every way. That means he is well ad¬ 
justed sexually, too. The sick person, whose physical soundness 
and mental soundness are so often impaired together, obviously is 
not so well adjusted. It is no more surprising to find that his sexual 
attitudes and relationships are unsatisfactory than it is to find him 
running a temperature or having difficulty with Iiis digestive ap¬ 
paratus. 

The trouble is that the fever and the upset stomach strike most 
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people as quite normal features of illness, but they think that sex 
is not. If they were to look upon the sick person’s sex probkans as 
equally natural, wliich of course tliey are, surprise would vanish. 
After all, sex is a quite universal quality, as common as appetite 
or breathing or the circulation of the blood. Emotionally it is everi 
more important, because of the fact that one or more otlier people 
arc involved, whereas every man is pretty much alone with his 
digestion or his circulation. These last will have only an indirect 
even if powerful effect upon others. Society is also concernod in 
the individual’s sex problems in a way which does not hold true 
of eating or breathing. For better or for worse, society has made 
rigid rules about sex. 

Therefore, when an emotional conflict has reached such an ad¬ 
vanced stage that it has helped to bring on an organic disease, the 
fact that the individuals sexual adjustment is affected does not 
alarm the physician. In fact if it were otherwise, he would be as 
suspiciov\s as if he had a patient with malaria who never ran a 
temperature. 

Of course sex is more than a thermometer, more than an indi¬ 
cation of something wrong. It is one of the basic human impulses 
and will have tremendous force as long as the race is to survive. 
It is perhajDS the strongest impulse next to hunger—and there is 
some argument as to which takes precedence. A patient wliose 
sexual adjustment was unaffected by a psychosomatic disease ex¬ 
tending back into his childhood would be one of the wildest freaks 
of nature. 

Almost every generation and every stage of civilization has been 
amazed by their predecessors’ attitiides toward sex. Yet all of them 
have had one thing in common. The careless promiscuity of ani¬ 
mals has always been frowned upon, although you might not think 
so to hear one moralist talk about the code of another. Primitive 
peoples generally have been rather frank if somewhat mysterious 
in their approach to sex. Their simple recognition of its power and 
tlieir wonder over its consequences led them to make it an impor¬ 
tant part of their mystical rites and ceremonies. Their practices 
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survived in curious forms and symbols in some newer religions. 

In the development of European civilization, periods of out¬ 
spoken acceptance of sexual impulses have alternated with periods 
of repression. The Renaissance, for instance, carried a certain 
amount of sexual freedom with it as it spread slowly over Europe. 
The fre('dom consisted largely in recognizing sex as a natural func¬ 
tion which might be mentioned without shame. Beginning with 
the Reformation, a more secretive approach replaced the casual 
acceptance of sex. For a long time, the standards for the promi¬ 
nent were more tolerant than those for common people. But 
at last the noti(3n that sex is somehow not nice took firm hold 
upon the Western world. We are only beginning to get clear 
of it. 

In recent years we have made some strides in the understanding 
of the medical problems of sex, so that frigidity in women and im¬ 
potence in men are decreasing. But parents and teachers still all 
too frequently attempt to hide the realities of sex from children. 
They act as though they believed that if no one ever mentioned the 
horrid word, it would somehow go away. Yet even the most primi¬ 
tive bigot who ever tried to bar all forms of sex education from the 
schools knows that the division of mankind into two sexes is likely 
to be a permanent arrangement. The very fact tliat so little is said 
authoritatively to youth about such an important subject is a factor 
in the emotional diseas(;s into which so many flounder. Physicians, 
therefore, must evaluate sex in the proportion that it plays in the 
make-up of the patient as he exists in his cultural setting. 

The cultural factors in sex are clearly seen in the development 
of what was once regarded as a spontaneous feminine desire to be 
male. Early psychoanalysts gave this urge the succinct name of 
‘penis envy” and thought that it was one of the things wliich dis¬ 
tinguished one sex from the other. Actually, however, males and 
females may be equally and similarly shocked by the first discov¬ 
ery of their anatomical differences. Penis envy is unlikely to arise 
unless the society in which the child lives has set some specific 
value on possession of the male or female organ. 

It would be just as logical to speak of “vagina envy” in those 
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men who have a castration complex because they may want to 
bear children and would prefer to be mothers rather than fathers. 
A little boy may develop that complex when he first secs a giiTs 
vagina, especially after an adult has told him that his penis will 
be cut off if he plays with it or even touclies it. The changing 
values of recent years have been inadequate ly recognized in psy¬ 
choanalytical literature, although Freud did before he died. For in 
fact, penis envy is not a spontaneous reaction. Much more truly 
spontaneous was the remark of a little girl who, seeing her baby 
brother in the nude for the first time, said optimistically, “Isn’t it 
lucky that he hasn’t got that on his face,’' or of another girl who 
said, “Oh, it must hurt very much. Can't we put something on 
and make it go away?” The girl thought the penis was a boil. Such 
('xpressions are a response to anatomic observations which may 
be good or bad, but the infant is usually unaware of the differ¬ 
ence. To the child the difference is an anomaly. Having a penis 
looks strange and possibly sick to the girls and the opposite is 
true for the boy. It is the cultural evaluation which then creates 
the difficulties. “Envy” in eitlicr sex is tinlikely to start, unless the 
society in which the child lives, has set some special value upon 
the possession of the male or female organ. 

§6 

Whither Are We Drifting? 

The development of the psychosomatic approach to medical 
problems is being carried on by specialists of all kinds. The even¬ 
tual goal is to bridge the gap between scientific knowledge of 
mind and of body. Construction in the form of research and ob¬ 
servation is going on on both sides. 

More studies of physical reactions and behavior patterns as 
they react upon each other, more study of danger signals such as 
blood pressure bring the bridge ever nearer to the point where 
medical traffic will be able to move back and forth across it with 
ease and dispatch. Additional knowledge of blood chemistry may 
reveal some secrets of emotional effects upon bodily functions. 
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Another fruitful source of knowledge involves changes which oc¬ 
cur in antibodies, those fascinating little friends of man wliich act 
as germ killers in the body. 

However, today too many patients are still too slow in consult¬ 
ing their physicians and are admitted to hospitals too late. In one 
general hospital it was observed that one out of every three 
admitted arrived only in time to die or to be transferred to an in¬ 
stitution for chronic invalids; another one of the three was too 
late for successful treatment. In the same period, nine out of ten 
patients seen in the clinics recovered completely. It is self-evident 
that clinic patients arc encountered by the doctor at an earlier 
stage of disease. At least for the time being, the problem is to 
teach people how to avoid a recurrence of an old illness and to 
escape falling victim to a new one, and to teach their physicians 
how to teach them. 

The trend of psychosomatic techniques will be toward the pre¬ 
vention of disease. Already it is obvious that early treatment by 
the methods now known can save a good many patients from be¬ 
coming chronic invalids, can endow the longer life which science 
has given us with a proportionate measure of good health. 

Once the preventive aspects of the psychosomatic techniques 
have been established, a more fundamental step can be taken. 
Some day there will be courses in high school devoted to psycho¬ 
somatic studies just as today there are courses in physiology and 
hygiene. Children will be taught how to mind their bodies, and 
their bodies will learn to mind them—that is, stay well. This is 
the challenge of preventive medicine today. 

When that time comes, the teachers will find that they will have 
to mingle the new with the old. They will take the concept of the 
sound mind in the sound body from the Romans. But they will go 
back even further for some of the ways to achieve it. They will 
recall that it was Hippocrates who observed that tlie physician 
only applies the splint; nature heals the broken bone. They will 
explain that since the mind and body are one and indivisible, the 
same principle holds true in healing the breaks in human emotional 
fabric. They will teach that your mind is your body and vice versa. 

And that is the meaning of psychosomatic medicine. 
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